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Beyond the Narrative: Judaism, Zionism,
and the Politics of Perception

Najmuddin A Farooqi

Understand-
ing the Jewish

community requires
a nuanced distinction
between religion, iden-
tity and political ideol-
ogy. Broadly, Jewish
society today may be
viewed through three
overlapping yet dis-
tinct lenses: religious
or ultra-Orthodox Ju-
daism, secular Jewish
identity and political
Zionism. While these
are often conflated in
public discourse, they
differ significantly in
theology, worldview
and political aspira-
tion.

At its core, Juda-
ism is a faith rooted
in spiritual covenant
rather than territorial
nationalism. Interpre-
tations of the Hebrew
Bible (Torah) have
long been debated and
some religious schol-
ars argue that there
is no explicit divine
mandate granting
Jews exclusive politi-
cal sovereignty over a
specific land.

Notably, Rabbi El-
hanan Beck has ar-
ticulated the position
that, based on Torahic
principles, the mod-
ern State of Israel lacks

religious legitimacy.

However, such theo-
logical interpretations
should not be miscon-
strued as a denial of
the right of Jews or Is-
raelis to live in peace,
security and sover-
eignty. On the con-
trary, like all peoples,
Jews have an equal
right to safety and
self-determination,
whether in Israel or
elsewhere.

The broader philo-
sophical message em-
bedded in Abrahamic
traditions  Judaism,
Christianity and Is-
lam is the belief in one
Creator and a shared
humanity, where all
individuals  possess
the right to live free-
ly and with dignity
across the world.

As human civilisa-
tion evolved, so too
did the concept of
political organisation.
Over centuries, socie-
ties transitioned from
fluid, borderless com-
munities to structured
nation-states defined
by territorial bounda-
ries and sovereignty.
Within this histori-
cal context, modern
political Zionism
emerged relatively re-
cently.

Zionism, as a politi-
cal movement, took
shape in the late 19th
century, driven largely
by rising antisemitism
in Europe. Its central
objective was not ex-
pansionism, but the
establishment of a se-

cure and sovereign
homeland for Jews a
response to persistent
persecution and state-
lessness. This aspira-
tion gained urgency
and global sympathy
in the aftermath of the
“The Holocaust™

Turning to contem-
porary Israeli leader-
ship, figures such as
Benjamin Netanyahu
often attract scrutiny
and polarised opin-
ions. While his gov-
ernance style is fre-
quently described as
right-leaning or as-
sertive, it would be an
oversimplification to
categorise him purely
through a religious
lens.

According to El-
hanan Beck he is an
Amalek. His politi-
cal actions are better
understood  within
the framework of na-
tional security, stra-
tegic considerations
and domestic politics
and retaining power
rather than theologi-
cal motivations.

It is also impor-
tant to address wide-
spread narratives
regarding expan-
sionism. The notion
of a so-called “Great-
er Israel” is often cir-
culated in political
rhetoric and social
media, yet it remains
largely  speculative
and lacks substantive
grounding in official
Israeli policy.

A more plausiblein-
terpretation of Israeli

strategy is the pur-
suit of security buff-
ers measures shaped
by historical trauma,
regional hostility and
a perceived need for
strategic depth.

Parallel to this dis-
course is the portray-
al of regional powers
such as Iran. Some
narratives  position
Iran as the central
pillar of resistance in
the Middle Eastand a
decisive counterbal-
ance to Israel and the
United States. How-
ever such portray-
als overlook internal
challenges geopoliti-
cal complexities and
inconsistencies  in
governance and se-
curity outcomes.

In recent years, Iran
has faced significant
internal and external
pressures, including
targeted attacks on
key personnel, do-
mestic unrest and
contested narratives
about foreign inter-
ference. These devel-
opments  highlight
the multifaceted and
often fragile nature
of regional power dy-
namics, rather than
supporting  simpli-
fied or idealised por-
trayals of strength.

Another emerging
concern is the spread
of exaggerated or mis-
leading information
particularly on social
media regarding tech-
nological  advance-
ment and economic
progress. Claims

about rapid strides
in research, develop-
ment and nanotech-
nology are sometimes
amplified without suf-
ficient verification.

On the contra-
ry comparing and
downgrading  the
rate of growth and
performance of the
Islamic countries in
the region includ-
ing Saudi Arabia,
the ‘wisdom of Gulf
countries, widely re-
garded as a central
and stabilising force
in the region’s eco-
nomic and political
landscape.

The journey from Ju-
daism to Zionism re-
flects a broader evolu-
tion from faith based
identity to modern
political  statehood.
However, conflating
religion with political
ideology or geopoli-
tics often leads to mis-
understanding  and
polarisation.

A balanced perspec-
tive requires recog-
nising, the distinc-
tion between religious
belief and political
movements, the le-
gitimate security con-
cerns of nations and
the dangers of mis-
information in shap-
ing public opinion.
Ultimately, the global
discourse must move
beyond binaries and
propaganda toward a
more informed, nu-
anced and humane
understanding of his-
tory and geopolitics.
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Faith, Godmen and Undermining Rationalism

Prof. Ram Puniyani

We regularly
read the news
about Asaram Bapu; a
rape convict and Gur-
meet Ram Rahim Sin-
gh Insan a murder and
rape convict; getting
parole. These two Ba-
ba’s are a leading brand
currently with huge
property and a network
of Ashrams and large
number of devotees
ready to do anything
for them. These are two
most well-known of
the gang of frauds who
wear the cloak of holi-
ness and do the things
most depraved. The
breed of Babas seems
to have gone up in
number during the last
few decades. No doubt
there have been others
of their ilk who have
proliferated  through
different mechanisms
to rise and establish
their empires of wealth
and devotion. As such
what we see is just the
tip of the iceberg of
‘faith-blind faith’ em-
pires flourishing on the
rising insecurity in the
society. While Epstein
types are indulging in
this society through
other mechanisms, the
ones we see here in In-
dia have strong root-
ing in blind faith which
they very cleverly use
to exploit the people
at large for wealth and
women.

One such case sur-
faced recently in Na-

shik, in Maharashtra.,
Here one Ashok Kumar
Kharat has been sent to
police custody for his
fraudulent use of faith.
He was visited by all
and mighty of Maha-
rashtra and one of his
devotees is the Chief of
Maharashtra Women’s
Commission,  Rupali
Chakankar, whose vid-
eo with this fraud shows
her washing his feet and
carrying an umbrella to
protect him from sun.
Kharat claimed to be
an ex-Merchant Navy
Captain, endowed with
divine powers and
was playing the role of
someone who is an as-
trologer and numerolo-
gist. He was visited by
ministers and high and
mighty. He also used
to sell polished seeds
of tamarind which
were sold as precious
gems apart from other
money-spinning  ac-
tivities. Many women
who initially suffered
his assaults were keep-
ing quiet as his con-
nections with high ups
were strong.

This is another hateful
addition to the number
of flourishing Godmen,
who have been given a
place of respect. We had
Goodmen early also
starting from Chan-
dra swami, Dhirendra
Brahmchari, Acha-
rya Rajneesh, Mahesh
Yogi who commanded
a large presence in the
political and religious
arena of society. In be-
tween the rise of Satya
Sai baba also dominat-
ed the scene with his
magic tricks of bringing
forth ash by the flick of
fingers. His divine pow-
ers were restricted to
ash and small rings and
he refused to produce

melons from this trick.
The cases of sexual
abuse also came to light
in his case. Ma Amri-
tanand Mayi has been
another divine pow-
er. also called kissing
Amma. Nirmal Baba,
Benny Hinn and many
Bangali babas also stroll
the streets claiming to
solve the problems of
all and sundry.

On the top currently
there are the likes of
Jaggi Vasudev and Baba
Ramdev. Vasudev has
coined the miraculous
word ‘inner engineer-
ing’ and has follow-
ers among the IT gen-
eration also . Sri Sri
Ravishanker has his
own unique political
influence by promot-
ing Anna movement
and organizing a festi-
val which caused great
harm to ecology par-
ticularly around Ya-
muna River. The list is
long and inexhaustible.
But we cannot overlook
Baba Ramdev, who be-
gan as a Yoga preacher
and went on to be-
come a very successful
businessman. He had
promised that if we
elect Narendra Modi as
PM, petrol will become
cheap (35 Rs a litre)
and rupee will become
stronger against dollar.

One can clearly see
that as economic inse-
curity and inequality is
going up in the society,
the hold of faith-based
Gurus, is going up to
the sky. This is accom-
panied by the rise of
faith-based knowledge
in the society. One re-
calls that using my-
thology to undermine
rational thought is not
restricted only here in
India. I recall in one of
the meetings in Paki-

stan, research on myth-
ological djinns was pre-
sented as the solution
to the energy shortage
in Pakistan. While In-
dia had much better
foundations in science
and rational thinking
leading to an excellent
chain of institutes do-
ing valuable work con-
tributing richly to Indi-
an progress, the trends
of the last few decades
are very disheartening.
Prime Minister him-
self laid the foundation
of ‘mythology as sci-
ence when inaugurat-
ing a modern hospi-
tal, he stated that there
must have been a plas-
tic surgeon in ancient
India who could trans-
plant elephant head on
human torso. Already
so many such pleasant
mythological  stories
like pushpak viman, ca-
pable of interplanetary
travels were already
there. A whole series
of leaders from Modi’s
stable started claiming
that all the genetic sci-
ence, space craft, and
the internet were pre-
sent in our traditions!
To cap it all the myth-
ological stories are be-
ing taken seriously and
a lot of funds are being
earmarked for research
on Ramayan and Ma-
habharat. A country
which needs to focus
on malnutrition and in-
fectious diseases is in-
vesting in Panchagavya,
a mixture of cow prod-
ucts, urine, dung, milk,
ghee and curd! Faith
based understanding is
being promoted as the
Prime minister calls
Bageshwar Dham baba
who claims the mystic
powers of telling the
past of the person, as
his younger brother.

Similarly, the new gen-
eration is being drilled
with Indian Knowledge
Systems. Surely India
has contributed a lot in
rational thinking, but
grain has to be sepa-
rated.

We can see in the his-
tory that faith-based
knowledge is related
to the political sys-
tems promoting status
quo or throwing soci-
ety back to earlier times
when rational think-
ing was not so strong.
Keeping all this in mind
even Darwins’ theory
of Evolution of Species’
is dumped and the Pe-
riodic table, the foun-
dation of Chemistry,
has been removed from
New Education Policy
curriculum.

Indian  Constitution
through Article 51 A
(h) (added by the 42nd
Amendment in 1976),
mandates as a funda-
mental duty that every
citizen must develop
scientific temper, hu-
manism, and the spirit
of inquiry and reform.
It promotes a rational,
evidence-based ap-
proach to life to over-
come superstition and
promote social pro-
gress. Our present di-
rection is totally con-
trary to this where the
ruling party resorts and
promotes blind faith,
the changes in New Ed-
ucation Policy. This will
be extremely harmful
for coming generations
and the likes of Kharat,
Bageshwar dham Baba
will flourish. The likes of
Dr Dabholkar, Govind
Pansare, M.M. Kalburgi
and Gauri Lankesh will
have a tough time to do
their enlightening work
for rational thought at
the cost of their lives.
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Jamaat-e-Islami Hind Hosts Eid Get-Together
2026, Promotes Message of Harmony and Unity

New Delhi: Jamaat-
e-Islami Hind (JIH)
organised its Eid
Get-Together 2026
on Friday, 27 March
at the Margosa and
Silk  Cotton Lawn,
India Habitat Centre.
The event brought
together a large num-
ber of distinguished
guests from various
walks of life, includ-
ing diplomats, reli-
gious leaders, public
representatives, me-
dia personalities, and
members of civil so-
ciety.

The gathering
served as an occa-
sion to share the
joy of Eid and to
promote the wval-
ues of peace, jus-

aid o llel ooy

tice, and social har-
mony. Participants
from diverse back-
grounds interacted
with each other and
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reafirmed the im-
portance of mutual
respect and coexist-
ence in society. The
presence of people

“First, they
ignore you,
then they
laugh at
you, then
they fight
you and
then you

win.”
- Mahatma Gandhi

-
Jllie

2k 18 lawl Zac

Get-together

from different coun-
tries, faiths, and in-
stitutions reflected
a spirit of unity and
collective  respon-

sibility. Addressing
the gathering, the
President of Jamaat-
e-Islami Hind, Syed
Sadatullah Husaini
said, “Festivals are
a means to bring
people together and
strengthen  social
bonds. Such occa-
sions serve as plat-
forms for dialogue,
understanding, and
cooperation rather
than division. We
hope this Eid Get-
Together will bring
about meaningful
engagement among
participants and
enable us to work
collectively for an
inclusive and har-
monious society.”
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