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The True Measure of Greatness:
Valuing Human Life Above All

Najmuddin A Farooqi

he word great

is used gener-
ously in our everyday
language. We describe
the universe as great,
the oceans as great,
the mountains and the
skies as great. Even ata
more modest level we
apply the same word to
countries, cities, mon-
uments and sometimes
even to a single tree or

building.
Yet, despite its fre-
quent use, the true

meaning of greatness is
rarely examined with
seriousness. What, in
reality, deserves to be
called the greatest?

For those who be-
lieve in a divine order,
the universe itself did
not come into exist-
ence by chance but was
created by a supreme
Creator. The vastness
of the cosmos the gal-
axies, stars, planets and
oceans reflects the maj-
esty of that creation.

However, within this
magnificent universe
there exists something
far more remarkable,
human life. Among all
creations, the human
being stands apart be-
cause of the unique gift
of intellect, creativity
and moral judgment.

If the Creator
brought the universe
and humanity into ex-

istence, it is the human
mind that has shaped
almost everything else
that defines civiliza-
tion. From prehistoric
times, when early hu-
mans struggled merely
to survive, to the dawn
of organised societies
and the evolution of
great civilizations, it
has been human wis-
dom that has cultivat-
ed progress.

Agriculture, archi-
tecture,  philosophy,
science and technol-
ogy all are the fruits of
human intellect. The
modern world, with its
advanced infrastruc-
ture, global commu-
nication systems and
sophisticated medical
science, is a testament
to the extraordinary
capabilities of the hu-
man mind.

Despite this remark-
able journey, humanity
often fails to recognize
the true value of human
life itself. Conflicts be-
tween nations are fre-
quently explained as a
“clash of civilizations”
or a “clash of religions.”
Yet, in reality, they are
neither.

At their core, most
conflicts arise from a
clash of human values
differences in how so-
cieties respect dignity,
justice and the sanctity
of life. When these val-
ues weaken, violence
and confrontation take

their place.
In this regard, some
societies have dem-

onstrated a deeper in-
stitutional respect for
individual human life.
The United States, for
instance, is widely re-

garded as one of the
oldest and most robust
modern democracies,
where civil liberties
and individual rights
are strongly empha-
sised.

One of the most
striking features of that
society is the respect
shown to every citizen,
particularly to those
who sacrifice their
lives in service to the
nation. When soldiers
are killed in war, the
solemn tributes paid
to them reflect a deep
cultural recognition of
the value of each indi-
vidual life.

This raises an impor-
tant question: why is
America so frequently
criticised across the
world ? Is it because of
its prosperity, its vast
natural resources, or its
technological and sci-
entific leadership ? In
many areas especially
science, technology
and medical research
the United States re-
mains far ahead of
most other nations.

Its institutions have
contributed immense-
ly to global progress,
producing life-saving
drugs, advanced medi-
cal equipments and
scientific innovations
that benefit people far
beyond its borders.

Yet the real issue may
lie elsewhere. Ameri-
cans, like people in
many other societies,
believe in God and in
moral accountability.
However, the differ-
ence often lies in at-
titudes toward effort
and responsibility.
In many parts of the

world, complacency
prevails, what is easily
achieved is considered
sufficient and further
effort is left to fate or
divine will. Progress,
however, rarely comes
through complacency.
It comes through per-
sistent effort, curiosity
and the relentless pur-
suit of knowledge.
Imitation for its own
sake is not admirable,
but learning from oth-
ers certainly is. Nations
that seek knowledge,
discipline and inno-
vation will inevitably
progress. Only then
can they engage with
the world with dignity
and confidence, rather
than with resentment
or insecurity.
Ultimately, the high-
est form of greatness
lies in respecting hu-
man life everywhere,
not only within na-
tional borders but
across them. Perhaps
the world will move
closer to that ideal
when every society is
guided by leaders who
embody compassion,
moral courage and
humility figures remi-
niscent of Mahatma
Gandhi, who placed
the value of human life
above political power.
Healthy criticism is
neither inappropriate
nor unwarranted, par-
ticularly when directed
at the conduct of po-
litical leadership rather
than the people of a
nation. In the present
context, the concern is
not with the American
public but with Presi-
dent Trump perceived
as bringing a distinctly

commercial tempera-
ment into the realm of
governance accompa-
nied by confrontation-
al rhetoric. In second
term his approach has
increasingly shaped an
assertive and unpre-
dictable foreign policy.

His unwavering sup-

port for the Israel
president Netanyahu
during the ongoing

tensions and conflict
involving US Israel and
Iran has further inten-
sified regional anxie-
ties.

Actions such as the
dramatic handling of
political leadership in
Venezuela and the re-
ported targeting and
killing of Iran’s Su-
preme Leader and oth-
er high ranking offi-
cials have been widely
viewed as deeply con-
troversial.

These developments
are the serious chal-
lenges to the principles
of sovereignty and the
norms that govern re-
lations among nations.

While debate and
criticism are essential
in international poli-
tics, these events have
raised profound ques-
tions about restraint,
accountability and
long term implications
of power politics in an
already fragile global
order.

In the end, the great-
ness of nations, civili-
sations, or leaders will
not be measured by
their power or wealth,
but by the degree to
which they honour the
most precious creation

in the universe, human
life.
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Article 5

Imperialism Bares its Claws,
yvet again: Iran Attacked

Prof. Ram Puniyani

he joint attack ot

Israel and America
on Iran has been very
devastating. Like most
wars it is brutal to the
core. The pretext of the
war has been that Ayatol-
lah Khamanei regime has
been very brutal, against
women’s rights and pre-
paring nuclear weapons.
Iran in turn was willing
to be on the negotiating
table and willing to con-
cede some of the points
emerging from the talks.
In the middle of talks
Israel-America(I-A) axis
decided to launch the
war and in the initial
part of the war it inflict-
ed to severe damages to
Iran. One was the kill-
ing of Khamanei along
with some of his family
members and the other
was bombing of a school
in which 165 young girls
lost their lives. Many a
civilian have also been
targeted by the I-A axis.
Also, a naval ship of Iran
which had arrived in In-
dia on Indias invitation
for Naval exercises was
torpedoed by the US sub-
marine killing large num-
ber of sailors on the ship.
Iran bravely retaliated
and caused huge damage
to I-A axis.

During this India’s role
during all these happen-
ings is a great eye-opener;
about its evolving foreign
policy. India was non

aligned to begin with,
having very amicable re-
lations with Iran. The
cultural and economic
exchanges between the
two countries was excel-
lent. Now we see that
Indian Prime Minister
Modi visited Israel, just
before the war. The goal
of the visit was unknown
to the country. He did re-
ceive the highest honour
of Israel and pledged that
India will be with Israel in
its thick and thin. The day
next, I[-A attacked Iran.
Mr. Modi did not tweet
about the demise of the
Iran’s supreme leader and
also issued a blank state-
ment equating the ag-
gressor and the aggrieved
county. The transition of
India from and neutral to
embracing the American-
Israel axis came out loud-
er with the acts of com-
mission and omission of
Indian Prime Minster.
Back to American sto-
ry. We have been watch-
ing the role of U.S. par-
ticularly from 1950s. The
role has been that of in-
terfering in other coun-
tries affairs for its politi-
cal and economic goals.
Earlier ‘saving the world
from Communism’ has
been its major plank for
unleashing wars, starting
from the Vietnam war.
As French had colonised
Vietnam and the Ho Chi
Minh’s communist army
overthrew the French, a
long and complicated po-
litical process led to di-
vision of Vietnam along
17th parallel into Com-
munist North Vietnam
and Capitalist South Viet-
nam. Americal launched
a horrific war against Vi-
etnam, spending millions
of dollars. The Americans
used chemical weapons

Napalm (jellied petrol)
and Agent Orange (su-
perior strength weed
killer). This was used to
clear foliage in the jun-
gle which was the natural
hiding place for the Viet-
cong (army raised by Vi-
etnamese). Napalm did
clear much of the under-
growth but it also stuck
to humans and caused
horrific injuries. Agent
Orange also killed many
innocent civilians’ farms,
crops were lost and ani-
mals were killed.

The Vietnamese people
were more for Ho Chi
Minh. Viet Cong through
Gorilla tactics came vic-
torious and America for
once had to face the de-
feat, its army over five
lakhs strong retreated
with its morale crushed
by the defeat at the hands
of a new and young Na-
tion. This Vietnam war
showed abundantly that
America is not going to
spare any efforts to defeat
those who are against its
interests presented as the
ideology of ‘Free World”.

This became clearer in
due course as America
attacked country after
country on one or the
other pretext. The sec-
ond major case was that
of Iran. With its stra-
tegic location and vast
oil reserves, Iran was of
special interest to the
Western powers, United
States, the United King-
dom in the main. Britain
was the major power to
have its presence in Iran
during the World War II.
After the war, the Eng-
land continued to retain
its control over Iran’s
oil through the estab-
lishment of the Anglo-
Iranian Oil Company. It
was exploiting Irans oil

for its own interests. This
arrangement  changed
abruptly in 1951 when
the Iranian parliament,
led by Mosaddegh’s na-
tionalist and democrati-
cally elected government,
voted to nationalize the
country’s oil industry.
From here Britain started
opposing Mossadegh re-
gime and tried to foment
opposition to him. Brit-
ain took along America
and a coup was staged
in Iran uprooting the
democratically  elected
Government and install-
ing Raza Shah Pehlavi, a
stooge of America. Oil
interests in the hands
of Western powers re-
mained safe for them.

The story of Salvador
Allende’s elimination
and overthrowing of a
democratic Government
in Chile are fairly similar.
Allende was a Marxist, a
member of Socialist par-
ty. Allende was sworn in
on Nowv. 3, 1970 as Presi-
dent of Chile. He decided
to nationalize Copper
companies controlled by
America in particular.
U.S. spent $8 million on
covert actions between
1970 and the 1973 coup.
According to a 1975 Sen-
ate report. U.S. officials
also backed economic
measures to squeeze Al-
lende’s government. In
a CIA supported Coup
the military dictator Pi-
nochet came to power.
He was very ruthless and
wrought havoc on the
democracy and potential
prosperity of Chile.

The harm inflicted on
West Asia was much more
dangerous. After USSR
occupation of Afghani-
stan, America supported
some Madarassas in Pa-
kistan and helped train-

ing Mujahids. From this
Taliban; Al Qaeda were
formed. America funded
them to the extent of 8
thousand million dollars
and supplied them with
7 thousand tons of arma-
ments (Mahmood Mam-
dani’s book: Good Mus-
lim-Bad Musliny). After
9/11 America got the pre-
text to attack Afghanistan
in which 60000 people
were killed. To dominate
the whole region, it came
up with the pretext of
‘Weapons of Mass de-
struction’ to attack Iraq.
The soldiers were told that
Iraq’s people are being op-
pressed by Saddam Hus-
sian, so this war is needed.
They were also told that
the people will see you
as the liberators and you
will be welcomed with
bouquets and chock lets.
Something else happened
and Iraq was dismantled
with rise of Islamic State.
Neither weapons of mass
destruction could be lo-
cated nor American sol-
diers were welcomed.

Colonialism and Im-
perialism leave danger-
ous marks on the victim
countries and the World
as a whole. In India Brit-
ish policy of ‘divide and
rule’ led to the strength-
ening of communal
forces, the ills of which
we are suffering till date.
American Media’s coin-
ing and popularising the
phrase Tslamic terrorism’
has led to the global de-
monization of Muslims.
Both these phenom-
enon, Colonialism and
Imperialism have been
the forces at the roots of
major problems which
the world is facing today.
Hope we can promote
peace by realizing the im-
pact of Impeiralism.
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