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Beyond Bravery and Blame:
A Call for Wisdom in Times of War

Najmuddin A Farooqi

Public memory is
often short but
conscience is not. I
was among the first to
condemn the attack on
Iran; my message circu-
lated in my WhatsApp
groups at 3:43 PM on
February 28 stands as
proof. I did so not out of
political alignment, but
out of principle. Out
of 116 articles I have
written 46 in Urdu and
70 in English one idea
consistently emerges:
human life is sacred.
When I say “human,’
I mean every human
being, regardless of sta-
tus, nationality, sect, or
belief whether a king
or the most downtrod-
den soul. In my view,
human life is the most
precious trust on earth.
I detest nothing ex-
cept violence whether
physical aggression or
verbal hostility. I be-
lieve in forgiveness and
When
I am wrong, I do not

reconciliation.

hesitate to apologise
the moment I realise
my mistake. Sadly, such
reciprocity is rare. Too
often, restraint is mis-
taken for weakness. Yet
I maintain what I have

always said, I hate noth-
ing except violence.

that,
moral clarity requires

Having  said

intellectual ~ honesty.
The ongoing conflict is
not a tale of heroism;
it is, in many respects,
a tragic culmination of

strategic =~ miscalcula-
tions and political ar-
rogance. What some

describe as “bravery”
may, in reality, be reck-
less adventurism. No
Arab or Muslim coun-

try can be fairly held re-
sponsible for the hostil-
ity that Iran now faces

from multiple quarters
or for the degree of dip-
lomatic isolation it ex-
periences today.

For years, Iran has
projected its military
prowess often with de-
liberate emphasis on
deterrence and regional
influence. There is no
denying its
ties. Among sections

capabili-

of the Shia community
worldwide, faith in Ira-
nian leadership has, at
times, assumed an al-
most sanctified aura.

Social media narratives
in recent years have
amplified carefully cu-
rated images of figures
such as Ali Khomeini,
portraying him in mo-
ments of prayer, humil-
ity and benevolence, re-
inforcing a perception
of piety
and moral authority.

exceptional

While personal devo-
tion deserves respect,
governance demands
more than symbolism.
Statesmanship requires
prudence, foresight and
an acute awareness of

consequences.

Everything 1 have
written in the past has
been grounded in veri-
fiable facts and sup-
ported by references. I
rarely express opinions
without evidence and I
remain accountable for
my words. My concern
today is not to assign
blame for its own sake,
but to urge sober re-
flection. The past nine
months have been dev-
astating for Iran. Since
the reported precision
strikes beginning on

June 25, which resulted
in the deaths of 20 sen-
ior officials, the country
has witnessed an un-
precedented escalation
of turmoil. This was fol-
lowed by extraordinary
mass protests on the
streets of Tehran and
other major cities, dur-
ing which thousands
were reportedly killed
in clashes with security
forces.

Now, most tragically,
48 top officials includ-
ing the Supreme Leader
have reportedly fallen
victim to this widen-

ing conflict. Regardless
of political affiliations,
such losses constitute a
profound national trau-
ma. No nation emerges
stronger from the de-
capitation of its leader-
ship.

Yet even amid grief
and uncertainty, we
must resist the temp-
tation to embrace ex-
aggerated fears. 'The
notion that Israel will
evolve into a so-called
in-

“Greater Israel

corporating the Gulf

Cooperation  Council
(GCC) states, allegedly
with identical designs
supported by the Unit-
ed States, is more spec-
ulative rhetoric than
strategic reality.

History demonstrates
that wars often end not
with maximalist ambi-
tions fulfilled, but with
recalibrated boundaries
and exhausted societies
seeking stability.

As Muslims, our pri-
mary concern should
not be the triumph of
one state over another,
but the preservation of
life, dignity and region-
al stability. We should
sincerely pray that a
pragmatic and progres-
sive leadership emerges
within Iran, one ca-
pable of introspection
rather than defiance for
its own sake.

The first task of any
new leadership must be
honest self-assessment:
Where did we go wrong
? Was it in the relentless
drum-beating of self-
declared

? Or in neglecting the

invincibility

necessity of construc-
tive engagement with
the international com-
munity?
True strength lies
not in rhetoric, but in
wisdom. Not in isola-
tion, but in balanced
diplomacy. And not in
vengeance, but in safe-
guarding the lives of
one’s people. History
will judge leaders by
the lives they protect,
not the slogans they

proclaim.
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Prof. Ram Puniyani

Communal Hate is
the most divisive
tool. Roughly the degree
of violence is proportional
to the prevalence and ac-
centuation of ‘Hate’ This in
turn leads to polarization
and the situation where
ghettoisation and accom-
panying phenomenon
become the norm. As we
have witnessed the rise of
this phenomenon at a rap-
id pace during the last few
decades. The religious mi-
norities in particular feel
intimidation leading them
to a sense of helplessness
and marginalisation. The
hate has been constructed
through issues of cow, love
jihad, and demonization
of Muslim kings among
others.

A recent study by Cen-
tre for Study of Society of
Society and Secularism,
Mumbai presented by Ir-
fan Engineer, Neha Dab-
hade and Diya Padalkar
goes into details and type
of hate Speeches. As per
this study the number of
Hate speeches declined
from 2024 to 2025. They
point out that though
the total number of these
speeches may have come
down as per the data base
they have used, there may
be other sources of data,
which cannot be accessed
easily. The hate speech be-
gins from the top is amply
demonstrated by this me-
ticulous report. The report
says, “The highest number
of hate speeches was made
by Nitesh Rane, Minister
of Fisheries and Port De-
velopment in the Maha-

rashtra Government (10),
followed by Yogi Adity-
anath, Chief Minister of
Uttar Pradesh (6), and
Himanta Biswa Sarma,
Chief Minister of Assam,
and Union Home Minister
Amit Shah made five. The
Prime Minister, Narendra
Modi, made three hate
speeches.”

In the backdrop of this
hate speech starting from
the top and percolating
down, while assuming
more aggressive form,
there are few incidents,
which can indicate that

despite such intense at-
mosphere of hate, there
are series of incidents,
which have happened in
the recent past which indi-

cate that though the domi-
nant element is to abuse
the religious minorities,
there are many in the so-
ciety who are sticking to
love and amity for all.
Though there is a preva-
lence of demonizing reli-
gious minorities, there are
still many individuals who
are sticking to the values
of love and amity, still up-
holding the values of har-
mony in a multi religious
society. For them the
Ganga Jamuni Tehzeeb
and respect of all religious
communities still matters
as the core values of their
life. This incident we had
discussed in the last ar-
ticle, but now we have a
better understanding of

this incident. In Kotdwar
in Uttarakhand, Deepak
Kumar is the shining ex-
ample of this. He man-
ages a Gymnasium. When
he heard some Bajrang
Dal Activists harassing
Vakil Ahmad, he came
to intervene. Vakil Ah-
mad a seventy-year-old
man who has been run-
ning “Baba School Dress”
for the last 30 years. The
hooligans confronted
him saying how dare he,
a Muslim, use the word
Baba for his shop as this
word is for Hindus. Their
level of ignorance won't
tell them that the baba
word is coming from Per-
sian, used both for Hindus
and Muslim seers. Deepak

Kumar retaliated by say-
ing that it is the owner’s
choice as to what name he
gives to his shop. When
the Bajrang Dalis asked
his name Deepak Kumar
said Mohammad Deepak,
in the deeper traditions of
Indian syncretism. Now as
he became known Rahul
Gandhi invited him and
congratulated him. Deep-
ak Kumar is planning a
Yatra, ‘Insaniyat Yatra’ to
give the message of peace.

The other major inci-
dent giving some hope is
from Lucknow Univer-
sity. Within its campus is
the Lal baradari Mosque
where the Muslim resi-
dents of campus used to
offer Namaz. Since it is

ising Hate: Rays of Hope

very old and not in a good
condition, it has been
locked and the residents
are offering namaz outside
the mosque. When some
Muslim students during
this month of Ramadan
went to offer Namaz there,
they were prevented by
some other right-wing
students from doing so.
Remarkably again at this
time other students from
NSUIL, AISA  guarded
them and they could offer
their prayers.

In yet another incident
which took place in Jalal-
pur village under Bomma-
laramaram mandal in Ya-
dadri Bhuvanagiri district
on 15 February, unknown
persons entered the Jama

Masjid and damaged parts
of the structure. Wor-
shippers discovered the
incident the next morn-
ing when they arrived for
prayers. Members of the
mosque committee saw
the damaged part of the
mosque, washroom doors
which were destroyed
and also the microphone
system. Beer bottles were
found inside the prem-
ises. Several copies of the
Holy Qur'an were report-
edly scattered in the com-
pound. When this came
to be known many Hin-
du traders reached there
and undertook to get the
mosque repaired at their
expense! Another disturb-
ing event was the blanket

distribution in Kareda
village in Tonk district of
Rajasthan: A former BJP
member of parliament,
Sukhbir Singh Jaunpu-
ria. While distributing
the blankets he asked the
name of one of the elderly
women. As it turned out
she was a Muslim. He took
the blanket back and said
we don't give this to those
who abuse Modi. Three
other Muslim women also
returned their blankets.
This insulting act infuri-
ated others. Later work-
ers from other parties not
only condemned him but
also gave blankets to the
Muslim women

One Hindu woman who
calls herself Hindu She-
rani, Riddhima Sharma,
visited the Gogavir Tem-
ple (also called Gogame-
di) in Rajasthan She saw
a priest there whose name
was Hussain. She shouted
at him as to how dare he
come into the temple to
do Jihad. Other devotees
objected to this telling her
that the temple has the tra-
dition of having a Muslim
priest! With so many in-
cidents of love and amity,
the dominant atmosphere
of hate is very hearten-
ing. What does it show? It
seems that hate spreaders
are dominant but get away
due to state patronage. The
Indian ethos of love and
harmony is still very much
there though not as visible.
In the prevalent atmos-
phere where hate mongers
have state patronage to the
extent that the state Cen-
tral Government recently
funded a meeting of Sana-
tan Rashtra Shankhnaad,
in Bharat Mandapam was
given 63 Lakhs. In this
event speeches against
Muslims where the theme
was demand for Hindu
Rashtra! All this shows
the resilience of Indian
ethos which still survives
despite the campaigns
spreading Hate!
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JIH Chief Raises Concern Over Women’s Safety,
Economlc Dlstress and West Asia Conflict

New Delhi: (TOP Bureau)
The President of Jamaat-e-
Islami Hind (JIH), Syed Sa-
datullah Husaini, on Mon-
day expressed concern over
rising crimes against wom-
en, increasing economic
hardships and the esca-
lating military conflict in
West Asia. He was address-
ing the monthly press con-
ference at the headquarters
of Jamaat-e-Islami Hind in
the national capital.

Referring to the up-
coming  International
Women’s Day, Husaini
said that while the day
celebrates women’s
achievements, the con-
tinuing rise in crimes
against women high-
lights the urgent need to
ensure their safety, dig-
nity and equal opportu-
nities. Citing data from
the National Crime Re-
cords Bureau (NCRB),
he said more than 4.45

lakh cases of crimes
against women were reg-
istered in India in 2022.
These included rape,
sexual assault, domes-
tic violence, trafficking
and cruelty by husbands
or relatives. The NCRB
recorded over 31,000
rape cases during the
year, averaging nearly
85 cases a day. Domestic
cruelty alone accounted
for more than one-third
of all reported crimes
against women. Husaini
also expressed concern
over the issue of miss-
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ing women and girls,
noting that every year
several lakh women and
adolescents are reported
missing across the coun-
try, many of whom re-
main untraced. He said
women and girls remain
vulnerable to trafficking,
forced labour, exploi-
tation and sexual vio-
lence, and stressed that
protecting women’s dig-
nity requires strict laws,
swift justice and a strong
moral and ethical frame-
work in society. Turning
to economic issues, the

“First, they
ignore you,
then they
laugh at
you, then
they fight
you and
then you

win.”
- Mahatma Gandhi

JIH president said the
recent Union Budget
2026-27 has raised con-
cerns about growing
economic distress. He
said the budget focuses
heavily on supply-side
incentives while giving
insufficient attention
to income distribution,
employment generation
and social protection.
Husaini warned that
global uncertainties and
rising crude oil prices
due to tensions in West
Asia could put addition-
al pressure on the Indian
economy. As India im-
ports more than four-
fifths of its crude oil, any
geopolitical disruption
could lead to higher fuel
prices, rising inflation
and increased financial
pressure on households
and small businesses.

He also highlighted
challenges in the labour

market, saying a large
portion of the work-
force remains engaged
in informal and inse-
cure employment. The
rapid expansion of the
gig economy, he said, has
left many young workers
without adequate job se-
curity, fair wages or so-
cial protection. Speaking
on the conflict in West
Asia, Husaini expressed
concern over the ongo-
ing military confronta-
tion involving the United
States, Israel and Iran. He
warned that continued
escalation could destabi-
lise the wider Middle East
and called for restraint
and diplomatic engage-
ment. He emphasised
that lasting peace and
stability in the region can
only be achieved through
dialogue, respect for sov-
ereignty and adherence
to international law.
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