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Article B

RSS Chiet’s Call for intensifying Ghar Wapasi

Prof. Ram Puniyani

hoosing one’s reli-

gion isasocial and
legal right of citizens’ as
per Indian Constitution.
Still the organizations
who do their politics
under the cover of reli-
gion do not accept this.
Dr. Mohan Bhagwat, the
Sarsanghachalak of RSS
keeps stating on one
hand that all people liv-
ing in this country are
Hindus, on the other
hand he says that Hindu
population is declining
as many of them are be-
ing converted to Islam
and Christianity. He fur-
ther went on to say that
Hindu couples should
produce three children
as declining population
of Hindus in the country
is worrisome.

It is contradictory that
on one hand you call
every body Hindu and
on the other you call for
Ghar Wapasi into Hin-
duism. Many of them
emphasise that the DNA
structure of all commu-
nities in India is similar.
As far as population ge-
netics is concerned it is
no indicator of one’ re-
ligion and the global mi-
grations took place and
determine the similarity
of DNA amongst differ-
ent religions is a fact.
Just because DNA stud-
ies reveal many similari-
ties, it is no argument
for leaving one’s religion

of inheritance or choice
to leave and merge into
the majority religious
community.

The argument that Is-
lam in India spread on
the strength of sword of
kings holds no water as
the first Muslim popu-
lation of India devel-
oped in Malabar Coast,
Kerala. This was not due
to the sword of the king,
as there was no Muslim
king in Kerala till 15th
Century when Tipu
Sultan annexed it. The
first mosque in India
came up in 7th Century
itself, Cheramaan Juma
Mosques. Later while
few conversions to Is-
lam might have taken
place due to coercion
or allurement, the ma-
jor conversions to Islam
took place to escape the
tyranny of caste system.
It was not Kings who
convert it but it was
under the influence of
Humanistic approach
of Sufi saints that many
converted to Islam. As
Swami Vivekanand
pointed out Islam came
as a liberatory force for
the low caste in India.
Many victor Muslim
kings granted mercy for
defeated Hindu kings if
they agreed to accept Is-
lam. This is a miniscule
number. To say that
only the method of wor-
ship has changed due
to conversion amongst
the converts is a trav-
esty of truth. Muslims
have their own places
of worship, pilgrimage,
holy books and identity.
The claims of current
Hindutva ideologues
are at odds with pro-
genitor of Hindu Na-
tionalism, Savarkar, for
whom Muslims were a

different nation.

As far as Christianity
is concerned, it entered
India in AD 52 with
St. Thomas setting up
Churches on Malabar
Coast. Today their per-
centage (Population cen-
sus 2011) is 2.30. Their
work in remote Adivasis
areas has got them come
converts, but the over-
all number of 2.3% in a
period of close to two
millennia does not show
use of any allurement or
force. Surely some small
denominations amongst
Christian religion do
claim that they want to
convert, but the major
denominations do not
convert unless the per-
son opts voluntarily for
this. As communal poli-
tics in India developed,
initially it was to convert
Muslims to Hinduism
by Arya Samaj. Arya Sa-
maj started Shuddhi. At
the same time Tablighi
Jamat started Tanzim
(organization) and Tab-
lighi (propaganda/reli-
gious  proselytization)
movement in North In-
dia. Shuddhi regarded
that those who convert-
ed to Islam have become
impure and they need
to be brought back and
purification rituals need
to be performed. Tan-
zim regarded that some
Muslims have forgotten
Islamic norms and they
need to be taught this.

The present Ghar
Wapasi campaign was
started four decades ago
mainly in Adivasi/Dalit
areas. This was also done
in the slums and aimed
to convert Muslims to
Hinduism. In Adiva-
sis areas religious ritu-
als, like giving bath in
hot springs along with

performance of havans
(Hindu rituals) was
done, after which they
declared that person has
become Hindu. One ex-
ample of this came to
light in Vednagar Agra
in 2014. Some 350 Mus-
lim pavement dwellers,
who were primarily rag
pickers and destitutes
were told to come after
taking bath. The prom-
ise was that they will be
given BPL cards and ra-
tion cards. When they
reached there, they were
made to participate in
Havan and after that
they were declared to be
Hindus. This was organ-
ized by Bajrang Dal and
Hindu Jan Jagruti Samit,
both affiliated to RSS.
Amongst Muslims and
Christians, the poor sec-
tion is being targeted for
this.

It is in this direction
that many states have
introduced  ‘Freedom
of Religion’ Acts which
ensure that people can’t
choose their religion.
In Many of these acts
one needs permission of
collectors for the same.
Many pastors and priests
have been beaten up on
the charge of doing con-
version work. On the
eve of Christmas many
of the traders selling
Christmas ware on the
pavements were beaten
up on the charge of do-
ing conversion work. On
the pretext of conversion
work, the most horrific
act was that of burning
alive of Pastor Stains
with his two minor sons
in Keonjhar, Orissa.

Bringing to focus Ghar
Wapasi is a revival of
a divisive game being
played by communal
organizations and its

affiliates. Ghar Wapasi
is a forcible conversion
through  intimidation.
Jamat-a- hind’s maulana
Madani strongly con-
demned this view saying
they are Muslims and
will remain Muslims.
On similar lines the
campaign of love jihad
has been going on. In
this direction the trail-
er of Kerala Story 2, a
very communal film for
propaganda,  presents
as if there is an organ-
ized attempt to promote
Muslim youth to woo
Hindu girls for mar-
riage and conversion.
In Kerala this was in-
vestigated by police and
found to be false. The
trailer shows all this in a
very distorted and hate-
ful fashion. This Kerala
Story 2 is yet another
film made for propa-
ganda purposes and its
crudity is despicable.
Like the Kerala Story
which came earlier this
is also based on imagi-
nary data, far away from
reality. Hadiya (Akhila
who converted to Islam)
case showed how fake is
the narrative of allure-
ment of Hindu girls by
Muslim youth, as said it
is her free choice.

This film will be an add
on to the divisive politics
of dominating commu-
nal organization, taking
our country down to
a very illiberal society
where the basic princi-
ples of Fraternity are vi-
olated to the core. These
calls for ‘Ghar Wapasi’
and films like these are a
total violation of values
of Indian Constitution
and Indian ethos of syn-
cretic culture which was
the basis of India’s emo-
tional unity.
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Middle East War Poses Grave Threat to Global Peace

UN and major powers must act decisively for
immediate ceasefire: Jamiat Ulama-i-Hind

New Delhi: The President of
Jamiat Ulama-i-Hind, Maulana
Mahmood Madani, on Monday
expressed deep concern over
the rapidly escalating situation
in the Middle East, warning
that continued military escala-
tion could have far-reaching
consequences for global peace
and stability. He said that recent
aggressive and provocative ac-
tions by the United States and
Israel have significantly height-
ened tensions in the region and
pushed it towards a dangerous
phase. Expressing grief over the
killing of Iran’s Supreme Leader,
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, his
aides along with members of his
family, Maulana Madani said
that targeting the leadership of
any sovereign country runs con-
trary to established internation-
al norms and treaties, and risks

=

dragging the world towards
greater instability. He said Jami-
at Ulama-i-Hind stands in soli-
darity with the people of Iran
in this moment of grief. At the
same time, he also voiced con-
cern over Iran’s actions in other
countries of the region, stressing
that the present circumstances

SUBSGRIPTION FORM

demand restraint, dialogue, and
collective efforts for peace.
Maulana Madani said that po-
litical and international disputes
cannot be resolved through
force or bloodshed, adding that
military solutions only deepen
hostility, fuel cycles of revenge,
and result in humanitarian suf-

fering. He urged the United Na-
tions and the global community
to play an active and effective
role in securing an immediate
ceasefire, de-escalation, and fa-
cilitating meaningful diplomatic
engagement to prevent further
destruction in the region.
Warning of wider repercus-
sions, he said that unless global
powers act with responsibility,
fairness, and diplomatic wis-
dom, the fallout of the current
crisis will extend well beyond
the Middle East and threaten
international stability.
Reiterating the organisation’s
position, Maulana Madani said
Jamiat Ulama-i-Hind opposes
any action that pushes human-
ity towards war and instability,
and called for urgent efforts to
resolve the crisis through dia-
logue and peaceful negotiations.
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