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New Delhi declaration 2026: five pillars for a resilient and United Asia-Pacific

Aapu Organises international conference on sustainable development and peace in asia pacific

Proposes 'Startegic Hooks' conference to be converted
into a formal for governaments in the asia-pacific
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Group photo of the Inaugural Session, Chaired by the President, Mr J S Saluja the Chief Guest Ms Meenakshi Lekhi besides Dr Sandeep Marwah, Dr Subhash Goyal,
Mr R K Chaudhary, Chairperson, Joint Electricity Regulatory Commission, Govt of Jammu & Kashmir and Laddakh.

New Delhi: Association for
Asia Pacific Union (AAPU)
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tive action, mutual respect and
shared prosperity across the

Chief Guest Ms Meenakshi Lekhi addressing the International
Conference

organised an International
conference at India interna-
tional centre, New Delhi on
21st Feb 2026.

The theme of the conference
was “Sustainable development
and peace by unity among
Asia-Pacific countries with
focus on media, art and cul-
ture, climate change and
health.” It was attended by dig-
nitaries across the Globe.

JS Saluja, President, AAPU
in his welcome address said
that day is not far off when all
develop developing countries
of Asia Pacific will unite and
‘we'll have Asia Pacific Union
really like European Union
and African Union.’

region.

Speaking on the occasion Dr,
Sandeep Marwah, Founder
Film City Noida, Chairman
Marwah Studio and Petron
AAPU called upon people to
nurture good thinking so that
we can do good deeds through
our good karmas. “We would
love to convert this earth into
heaven, this is what I believe.
I'm sure you will also believe
in the same,” he added.

Chief guest of the confer-
ence, Meenakshi lekhi former
Minister Of State said that,
concept of AAPU for uniting
the Asia Pacific Region is fan-
tastic but this needs to be car-
ried forward by the next gen-

|
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Bangladesh Ambassador HE Mr Saiful M Hoque addressing

\ the International Conference.

He further stated that for
uniting we must focus on
media, art, culture, climate
change, health and this is
theme of the Conference.

Dr. Subhash Goyal elaborat-
ed on the vision, aims, and
long-term objectives of the
Association for Asia Pacific
Union (AAPU). He emphasized
AAPU’s focus on collaborative
development in areas such as
trade, technology, climate
resilience, health security, and
cultural exchange, highlight-
ing its mission to create a
structured platform for collec-

eration.

She asked the organizers to
coordinate with some univer-
sities or a school of journalism
to carry forward this genera-
tional idea.

Addressing the conference,
Ambassador Dr, M. Saiful
Haque delivered an emotional
statement, expressing his deep
gratitude to India for its role in
the birth of Bangladesh. He
acknowledged that around
18,000 Indian soldiers sacri-
ficed their lives for Bangladesh
and noted with appreciation
the immense support and

hardship India endured in pro-
viding shelter and sustenance
during that critical period.

He expressed hope that the
new Government of
Bangladesh will recognize the
importance of maintaining
strong and constructive rela-
tions with India across all sec-
tors. He added that, as a former
diplomat, he stands with
AAPU and is ready to contrib-
ute in any way possible to help
strengthen and shape future
bilateral relations in a more
positive direction.

H.E. Ms. Mahishini Colonne,
High Commissioner of Sri
Lanka; Ambassador K. P.
Fabian, Chairman; Dr. Sudhir
Mishra of DRDO, Shri Manu
Srivastava (IAS), Additional
Chief Secretary, Government of
Madhya Pradesh, Dr B R Jain,
Dr. B. Sivaramappa, Dr. S. N.
Mishra, Dr. A. K. Gupta; Mr.
Madhok, Dr. K. K. Sharma, and
Mr. Ali Mustafa also graced the
function and shared their valu-
able remarks on the occasion.

The conference deliberated
on the following proposals

THE NEW DELHI
PROPOSAL ON ASIA-PACIFIC
UNITY (2026)

A Framework for Collective
Action and Sustainable
Prosperity.

PREAMBLE: WE, the repre-
sentatives of the Asia-Pacific
nations, following the Asia-
Pacific Union

(AAPU) conference in
Feb 2026 in New Delhi, recog-
nise that our region
home to 60% of the
global population stands at a
historic crossroads.

Acknowledging that isolated
responses to global crises are
no longer sufficient, we hereby
propose to convey the following
Five Pillars of Implementation:

ARTICLE 1I: The Health &
Climate Resilience Network

We propose to move beyond
dialogue toward a Regional
Health Security Protocol.

Proposed Action: To estab-
lish a "Green Health Corridor"
facilitating the exchange of
telemedicine technology and
pandemic preparedness strate-
gies between member nations.

Proposed Implementation:

Development of a shared
database for disaster response
and climate mitigation strate-

gies to protect vulnerable
coastal and rural populations.
ARTICLE II: Digital Literacy
and Technical Integration
Given the "Digital Divide" as
a barrier to growth, we pro-
pose to foster cross-border
technological cooperation.
Proposed Action: To stan-
dardise "Digital Literacy
Certification" across borders
to allow for a
mobile and skilled regional
workforce.
Proposed Implementation:
Facilitating private-public
partnerships to extend high-
speed digital infrastructure to

development of mutually ben-
eficial trade terms.

PRESS CLUB OF IN

Proposed Action: To draft a
"Global South Trade Charter"
that prioritises regional fund-
ing mechanisms and reduces

and organisation

remote Global South commu-

nities.
ARTICLE IlIl: The "Canopy
Collective" for Regional
Stability

We proposed to advocate
regional cooperation based on
mutual respect and non-align-
ment from external power
blocs.

Proposed Action: To pro-
mote the "Canopy Collective"
as a platform for peaceful dis-
pute resolution and shared

(4 N\

maritime and border security
intelligence.

Proposed Implementation:
Quarterly Track-II diplomatic
briefings hosted by the AAPU
Secretariat to maintain region-
al Peace.

ARTICLEIV: Shared Prosperity
and Coercion-Free Trade

We propose to emphasise
economic sovereignty and the

reliance on high-interest exter-
nal debt.

Proposed Implementation:
Establishment of an AAPU
Business Council to connect
SMEs (Small and Medium
Enterprises) across Asia-
Pacific borders.

ARTICLE V: Cultural and
Media Ethics Alliance

To combat misinformation
and preserve our unique heri-
tage, we propose to promote
"Unity Through Culture."
Proposed Action: To launch a
regional Media Ethics Forum
that counters divisive narra-
tives and promotes the shared
values of the Global South.

Proposed Implementation:
Annual cultural exchange pro-
grams and collaborative art
initiatives to strengthen the
"human link" between our
nations.

COMMITMENT TO PERMANENCY

By agreeing to these pro-
posals, we, the Asia-Pacific
Countries, should recom-
mend establishing a
Permanent AAPU
Secretariat in New Delhi to
monitor the progress of these
articles and serve as a con-
sultative body for participat-
ing governments.
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Evaluating Indian Kings: Tipu Sultan

Prof. Ram Puniyani

ipu Sultan has
been in the news
quite often particularly
in Karnataka, more so
on the occasions of state
sponsored  celebrations
of his birth anniversary.
There, BJP regularly cre-
ates obstacles to these
celebrations and ruckus
is usually the result. This
time around he is in the
news from Maharashtra,
Malegaon. As the newly
elected deputy mayor
of Malegaon Shan-e-
Hind Nihal Ahmad had
put up the portrait of
Tipu Sultan in her of-
fice, the Shiv Sainiks
noticed that. They got
it removed through the
intervention of authori-
ties. Some protests were
also held. Following this
the Maharashtra Pradesh
Congress  Committees
President =~ Harshvard-
han Sapkal expressed his
opinion against removal
of this portrait saying
that the contributions of
Tipu Sultan to Mysore
are equivalent to that of
Chhatrapati Shivaji Ma-
haraj in Maharashtra.
This statement was op-
posed by the state Chief
minister Devendra Fad-
navis. Fadnavis said
that comparing Tipu to
Shivaji Maharaj is an in-
sult to Maharaj. Follow-
ing this Congress office
was stoned by BJP work-
ers and nearly 7 people
were injured in the may-
hem created by this.
The objection of BJP to

Sapkal’s statement is that
Tipu was a mass murder-
er of Hindus, he tried to
convert Hindus to Islam.
There are many other
charges put against Tipu
by the Hindu National-
ists. Most of these try
to project Tipu as Anti-
Hindu and a cruel king.
This is far from the truth.
Lots of these myths are
part of communal nar-
rative accentuated by the
British Narratives which
are harsher against Tipu
in particular. This is due
to the fact that he was
one of the kings who
fought against the Brit-
ish. Tipu had asked Ni-
zam and Peshwas to op-
pose the armies of East
India Company. He fore-
saw the dangers of Brit-
ish power entrenching in
India.

His administration was
a mixed one with many
top officers being Hin-
dus. Purnaiah served
him as the Mir Miran
(head of a department)
and was crucial to his
administration. Krishna
Rao was his treasurer.
Shamaiya Iyengar held a
high-ranking ministerial
position and Narsimha
Iyengar held a position
in the postal department.
Tipu Sultan reportedly
provided grants to the
Sringeri Shankaracharya,
including for the rebuild-
ing of the temple and the
installation of the god-
dess Sharada. He granted
land and endowments to
various temples through-
out his kingdom. Dur-
ing his reign, the ten-day
Dussehra  celebrations
were an integral part of
the social life of Mysore.

In 1791, Maratha forces
led by Raghunath Rao
Patwardhan  attacked
and plundered the his-
toric Sringeri Sharada

Peetham, causing the
Shankaracharya to flee.
Upon learning of this,
Tipu Sultan expressed
deep anger, stating that
those who committed
such acts would face con-
sequences, and promptly
sent funds, gifts, and let-
ters to restore the tem-
ple and reconsecrate the
idol. The raid was part of
the Third Anglo-Mysore
War, during which Mara-
tha forces caused signifi-
cant destruction to the
temple complex, includ-
ing killing or wounding
people and looting prop-
erty. Tipu Sultan, who
frequently corresponded
with the Sringeri Jagad-
guru and addressed him
with high respect, im-
mediately ordered the
Mysore administration
to assist in the restora-
tion, demonstrating his
patronage of certain
Hindu institutions. Evi-
dence of this restoration
is found in several letters
in Kannada, preserved in
the Sringeri monastery
records, where Tipu re-
quested the Jagadguru to
pray for the prosperity of
his kingdom.

He was a staunch oppo-
nent of the British. There
is an accusation against
him that he persecuted
some Hindu and Chris-
tian communities. The
reason for this persecu-
tion however was purely
political not religious.
About these persecu-
tions historian Kate Brit-
tlebank says that “This
was not a religious policy
but one of chastisement”.
The communities target-
ed by him were seen as
disloyal to the state. The
communities he targeted
did not belong only to
Hindu stream. He also
acted against some Mus-
lim communities like the

Mahdavis. The reason
was that these commu-
nities were in support
of the British and were
employed as horsemen
in the East India Compa-
ny’s armies. Another his-
torian Susan Bayly says
that his attack on Hindus
and Christians outside
his state is to be seen on
political grounds as at
the same time he had de-
veloped close relations
with these communities
within Mysore.

Sarfaraz Shaikh in his
book  ‘Sultan-E-Khu-
dad’ has reproduced the
‘Manifesto of Tipu Sul-
tan’ in which he declares
that he would not dis-
criminate on religious
grounds and would pro-
tect his empire until his
last breath. He had great
interest in Rocket tech-
nology. This finds appre-
ciative mention in A.P.
J Abdul Kalam’s book
‘Wings of fire’

It is interesting to note
in the RSS series for
children on Indian His-
tory, they had published
a book on Tipu in the
1970s. BJP’s Yeddyurap-
pa had adorned Tipu’s
headgear to solicit votes
in 2010 elections in Kar-
nataka. Indian President
Ramnath Kovind sent a
eulogising message on
the occasion of Tipu
Jayanti (2017). He has
an RSS background. He
praised Tipu by saying
that “Tipu Sultan died a
heroic death fighting the
British. He was also a
pioneer in the develop-
ment and use of Mysore
rockets in warfare” Ti-
pus photo adorns our
Constitution  (Origi-
nal handwritten copy
signed by the fram-
ers) in part XVI page
144 along with Rani
Laxmibai as those who

fought against British.

Due to his policies, he
was popular among the
people of Mysore. There
are many folk songs,
sung in villages, praising
him. It is for this reason
that one of our greatest
playwrights Girish Kar-
nad said that had Tipu
been a Hindu, he would
have the same status that
Shivaji Maharaj has in
Mabharashtra. This is very
close to what Sapkal stat-
ed, nothing extra.

This whole incident of
opposing the portrait of
Tipu, in Deputy may-
ors office is one more
instance of communal
forces latching on to di-
visive politics.  Kings
should not be seen just
by their religion, their
policies towards people
of different religions and
people’s welfare should
be the major criterion for
evaluating them. Tipu
stands very tall in this
scale of religious toler-
ance. 'The half-baked
propaganda of the com-
munal forces is trying to
divide communities.

The major tribute to
Tipu was paid by Sub-
hash Chabdra Bose. He
adopted Tipu’s ‘spring-
ing tiger’ as the insig-
nia of Azad Hind Fauz,
which fought against the
British. The major con-
tribution of Tipu was
to forewarn the Indian
Kings about the advanc-
ing threat of the East In-
dia Company, the Brit-
ish. It was for this that
he bravely fought against
the British and laid down
his life in the fourth An-
glo Mysore War. The
communal forces who
are out to demonise
Tipu belong to the ideol-
ogy which did not even a
little finger against Brit-
ish rule.
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syed Sadatullah Husaini Galls for Deeper Piety

and Steadfastness in Ramadan 2026 Message
v

New Delhi: The Presi-
dent of Jamaat-e-Islami
Hind (JIH), Syed Sadat-
ullah Husaini has called
upon Muslims to treat
Ramadan 2026 as a seri-
ous project of inner re-
form and principled liv-
ing, stressing that fasting
is meant to cultivate pi-
ety, patience, and moral
strength at a time when
faith and values face
constant pressure.

In a statement to the
media, the JIH Presi-
dent said, “Piety is a
state of the heart, a deep
consciousness of Al-
lah’s presence and His
oversight, which cre-
ates hesitation toward
sin and a natural attrac-
tion toward virtue” He
explained that fasting
trains believers to live

with this awareness be-
yond rituals and outward
discipline. Highlighting
the spiritual dimension
of fasting, he said that
through fasting a per-
son becomes acquainted
with spiritual pleasures
as opposed to physical
ones, and that hunger
and restraint reveal that
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bodily comfort does not
define a meaningful life.
Repentance and seeking
forgiveness, he added,
cleanse the soul and re-
store clarity of purpose.
Syed Sadatullah Husaini
described Ramadan as
the ‘Month of Patienc’
and said, “Patience is the
name for remaining as

“First, they
ignore you,
then they
laugh at
you, then
they fight
you and
then you

win.”
- Mahatma Gandhi

firm as a mountain on
ones principles against
all external forces and
internal promptings.” He
noted that fasting teach-
es restraint amid hunger,
thirst, workload, and
distraction,  ensuring
that actions flow from
principle rather than im-
pulse. By altering sleep,

food habits, and daily
routines for the sake
of Allah, believers de-
velop willpower and the
strength to make diffi-
cult choices and remain
steadfast under pressure.

The  President of
Jamaat-e-Islami  Hind
averred that faith and
morals are facing con-
tinuous challenges
through social media
and the spread of im-
modesty, and that values
and principles are under
tremendous  pressure
in the digital age. He
urged Muslims to move
beyond symbolic obser-
vance and allow Rama-
dan to become a turn-
ing point that produces
lasting personal and col-
lective reform rooted in
piety and steadfastness.
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