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London children under nine to get Polio vaccine after

British health authorities
have advised that one-
nine-year-Olds
throughout London
receive a polio vaccine
booster, after detection
of the poliovirus in
sewage from eight
London boroughs, the
U.K. Health Security
Agency said on
Wednesday.

The overall risk,
nationally, of paralytic
polio was low, the
UKHSA added, because
most people are

protected by vaccination.

After type 2 poliovirus
(PV2)

more virus detected in sewage.

After type 2 poliovirus
(PV2) was found in the
Beckton (London)
sewage treatment plant
in February, further
sampling was done

stream between February

and July and found at

least one sewage sample
with the virus in each of
eight London boroughs.
There was “high genetic
diversity” among the
PV2 isolates, as per
UKHSA, indicating that
the transmission

may have gone beyond a
close group of persons.
The U.K. was declared
polio-free in 2003, with
the last known case of
polio in the U.K. in
1984. Polio has been
eradicated from most
countries in the world,
with India achieving that
milestone in 2014, as per
the World Health
Organization.

The disease is still
considered endemic in
Pakistan and
Afghanistan. Of the 116
PV2 isolates that were
identified in London.
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Gaza hospital at breaking point after Israeli
bombardment.

For days, Palestinian health officials had been issuing warnings of an imminent stop in the provision of
medical services due to the lack of fuel needed to operate the electricity generators in hospitals and health
facilities across Gaza.

The Strip’s only power plant had shut down on Saturday, days after Israel stopped the planned transport of
fuel into the territory. The situation is so sad and unimaginable,” Ashkinan, 65, said at the hospital. “No
human being can bear what we bear — from the war going on against us, the defenseless civilians, or from
the constant power cuts or the running out of fuel?

“What is our fault, and what is the fault of our children, for all this to happen to them?” At least 15
children were among the 44 people killed in the Gaza Strip in three days of Israeli bombardment,
according to Palestinian health ministry officials.

Late on Sunday, Israel and the Palestinian Islamic Jihad armed group declared a truce that appeared to be
holding on Monday morning.

Mohammad Abu Salmiya, Shifa’s director, said the collapse of the health sector was an inevitable result of
the 15-year Israeli blockade imposed on the Strip. Now, he added, the electricity crisis only came to
exacerbate the sector’s woes, paralyzing all departments and especially the intensive care unit, the oxygen-
generating stations and nurseries. “There are more than 25 injuries who need surgeries; there are wounded
in intensive care departments in critical conditions, and there are children, women and the elderly who are
injured,” he told Al Jazeera on Sunday.

The numbers indicate the excessive use of force in the Israeli bombing. There are injuries that require
medical interventions from different specialties,” Abu Salmiya said, warning that the health sector faced
“a real catastrophe” if Israel renewed its offensive. "The doctors here are doing everything they can to help
the wounded, but the weakness of the capabilities and the pressure of the cases hinder them.”

“We are simple people; we were sitting in our homes safely, and [in] every war we are subjected to
displacement and bombing. We are very tired. "The Israeli bombardment of Gaza was the worst since an
11-day war in May last year that killed more than 260 Palestinians and wounded some 2,000 others.

The latest onslaught began on Friday, when Israel launched what it said was a “preemptive” operation
against Islamic Jihad.

Palestinian observers said the attack was weeks in the making by the Israeli government, calling it a
deliberate act to gain legitimacy ahead of new elections in November. “It was a normal day when we had
lunch, until we heard a huge explosion; then the walls of the house collapsed on us,” said Ahmed Abu
Ramadan, the brother of Islam Abu Ramadan, who was wounded on Friday when Israel struck an
apartment next to theirs in residential Palestine Tower in Gaza City.

“It was a very traumatic moment. I carried my sister, and I was screaming to save my father and mother,”
recalled Ahmed, 23.

Islam sustained injuries to her hand, face and body. Her parents were also moderately injured and are still
under medical care. “Stopping medical services for the wounded in these circumstances is a death sentence
for us and all the residents of the Gaza Strip,” Ahmed said.

The situation is unbearable, and people are in a very difficult psychological state.

When will the world move to end the injustice against the people of the Gaza Strip?
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I Don’t Like Modi’s India; History Won’t Be Kind to
Him: Romila Thapar
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In an interview about how she views the last 75 years of India’s independence and what sort of country
India has become, prominent historian Romila Thapar has said she “doesn’t like Modi’s India”. Explaining
why, she said it’s too narrow and too limited. Romila Thapar says Modi’s India does not represent the
fulfilment of the dreams and expectations she had in 1947 when she was a 15-year-old who was terribly
excited by independence. Speaking as a historian about how history is likely to remember Narendra Modi,
she made it clear that it is unlikely to be kind to him. He may be a colossus, but history finds that all
colossi have cracked feet.

In a 42-minute interview with Karan Thapar for The Wire, which is part of a continuing series of
interviews about India at 75, Romila Thapar also said that India’s middle class is letting down the country.
She says it’s not sufficiently loyal to the idea of India. The interview begins with Romila Thapar
explaining what independence meant to a young 15-year-old in 1947. She speaks of her dreams and
expectations which she illustrates with personal anecdotes from her life. These anecdotes also explain the
strengths and qualities that allowed India to defy doubters who were prophesying that it would not survive
as a united country. Romila Thapar says Nehru laid the foundations of India which have kept us going.
She describes the Nehruvian India she knew from the age of 15 till 32. She talks about the Emergency as
well as how she views the rise of Narendra Modi and his emphasis on Hindutva and Hindu nationalism.
Describing India’s ruling class as people who have largely worked in their own interests,

Romila Thapar says that India has not adequately handled the two great challenges it faced in 1947 — of
caste and poverty. Romila Thapar speaks at length about attempts to re-write Indian history and to view
the period from 1200 to 1800 in terms of religion and a Hindu-Muslim divide. Watch this section for
yourself to understand it fully. It explains why the new interpretation of history in terms of religion and a
Hindu-Muslim divide is mistaken and amounts not just to distortion but untruth.

This interview of Romila Thapar with Karan Thapar for The Wire is the latest in a series of select
interviews to mark the 75th anniversary of Independence and explore what this anniversary means. As part
of the series, Shashi Tharoor and Hamid Ansari have already been interviewed. Interviews of former BJP
Rajya Sabha MP Swapan Dasgupta and the well-known historian Ramachandra Guha will follow.
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Govt clarifies on the new rule of GST on residential
properties.

The government has clarified on the new GST or goods and services tax rules on rent, which came into
effect from 18th July. In a tweet, PIB said that “renting of residential unit taxable only when it is rented to
business entity.” It further clarified that “no GST when it is rented to private person for personal use; no
GST even if proprietor or partner of firm rents residence for personal use.”

According to tax experts, until 17th July 2022, GST was applicable on the rent of a commercial property
but from 18th July 2022, GST shall be charged if such residence is rented or leased by a GST-registered
person/entity. As recommended at the 47th GST Council meeting, the tenant should pay 18 per cent GST
on a reverse charge basis (RCM).

However, they can claim this value as a deduction while they pay tax on sales in GST returns.

Mahesh Jaising, Partner, Leader — Indirect Tax at Deloitte India said, “Renting of residential dwellings up
to 17th July 2022 was exempt regardless of the status of the tenant i.e. whether the service provider or
service recipient is registered or unregistered. This meant that renting of property for residential purposes
was exempt for all. However, w.e.f. 18th July 2022, a tenant who is GST-registered will become liable to
GST on renting for residential purposes under the reverse charge mechanism.

“Mahesh Jaising went on to add that there is no tax that is required to be discharge by the landlord whether
the tenant is registered or not. The only change that has been brought about is that a tenant who is GST-
registered will no longer be able to claim the benefit of exemption from GST on residential dwellings. Tax
will need to be discharged by such tenants under RCM.

Archit Gupta, Founder and CEO at Clear said, “If any common salaried person has taken a residential
house or flat on rent or lease, they do not have to pay GST. However, a GST-registered person/entity who
carries out business or profession must incur 18 per cent GST on such rent paid to the owner. They can
claim the input tax credit on the GST paid towards rent or lease on residential property.”

As per the update, ‘Persons’ include individuals as well as corporate entities. GST registration is needed
when any person carries on business or profession and makes an annual turnover more than the threshold
limit defined under the GST law.

“The limit varies according to the nature of supply and state or UT where the principal place of supply is
located. If the person supplies services alone, ¥20 lakh per financial year is the limit. The limit is ¥40 lakh
for a supplier of only goods. However, if registration is obtained from northeastern or special category
states, the limit is lowered to ¥10 lakh,” said Archit Gupta, adding, “If you are registered as a composition
taxable person, you cannot claim the input tax credit on rental expenses but might still have to pay GST on
rent on a reverse charge basis.”

Speaking on this GST rule change, Mahesh Jaising said, “The change will impact corporate houses who
have taken residential units on rent for their employees. GST will now be required to be paid by such
registered taxpayers under reverse charge and can impact on the P&L,
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