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Elections to Anjuman Yaadgaar (:Inslwa Sheikhzadgan Khuddam I(Ilwala Moinuddin Chisty (RA) held in Ajmer.

The elections to the general body
of Anjuman Yaadgaar Chistiya
Sheikhzadgan Khuddam Khwaja
Moinuddin Chisty (RA) were held on
9th January, 2022, in the yaadgar
guest house, Ajmer under strict
police bandobast . The elections
which were to be held in March 2021
were postponed, due to Covid 19
conditions.

Out of a total 229 votes, 168 votes
were polled. All were found to be
valid. The community is divided into 2
parts, and the 2nd party which are
numbered 12 to 22 were declared
victorious. The victorious candidates
are : Rafig Ahmed Chisty, Fahim
Ahmed Chisty, Akbar Mohd. Chisty,
Subhan Mohd, chisty, Niaz
Mohammad Chisty, Tahir

Mohammad Ch|sty, Zahidulhaq
Chisty, Tassuf, Izhar Hussain Chisty,
Ifthikar Mohammed Chisty, Shakil
Ahmed Chisty.

The present Committee will hold
the office till 23rd March, 2023.

Speaking to ISMATIMES, Bunty
Chisty spokesperson of the victori-

ous group said that our aim is to work
for the uplifting of the community,
improve the social, economic
conditions and lay more importance
towards education of the younger
generation. He further thanked the
administration, police, and all the
community members for holding the

elections in a democratic and
peaceful manner.

Zahidulhag Chisty, speaking to
ISMATIMES, said that the new
committee will work in tandem with
the administration and other bodies
of khawaja Moinuddin chisty, such as
Dargah committee and Anjuman
Syedzadgan. He further thanked all
the members of the community for
actively participating in the demo-
cratic manner, under severe Covid
conditions.

Zahid ul Haq Chisty further added
that newly elected body will try to
remove all the anomalies created by
previous Committee and work
towards providing all help to the
pilgrims and zaireens of khawaja
saab. -ITN

Mi

Uttar PradeshAshok Singh, Print
Media Coordinator of Uttar Pradesh
Congress Committee has informed
that due to the increasing outbreak
of Kovid, Congress General
Secretary Priyanka Gandhi Vadra ji
has started her virtual campaign.

Mrs. Priyanka Gandhi ji will talk
live on her Facebook page and
YouTube page on January 8, 2022 at
2 pm on the “Girl Hoon Lad Sakti
Hoon” campaign and will also take
questions from the public. During
this, the general public including
party workers can question and
answer Mrs. Priyanka ji Congress
today launched “Kranti Recruitment”

to include the voices of youth in its
manifesto for the 2022 UP Assembly
elections. For this, a suggestion

plaque was put up at the state
Congress headquarters. It was
inaugurated by the President of Uttar

Pradesh Congress Committee Shri
Ajay Kumar Lallu ji. While inaugurat-
ing, he said that the recruitments in
Uttar Pradesh are pending for a long
time.

The youth is on the streets,
struggling. For its recruitment, the
government is playing with the
unemployed, with their future and
with their lives. He said that if the
Congress government is formed in
Uttar Pradesh in 2022, then it will
work to provide government jobs to
20 lakh youth and all the contract
workers and contract workers will be
regulated.

-ITN, Lucknow.
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“Greedy Red Wolves” In Our Seas - Chinese Trawlers Eye Indian 0003“ NIIW

Lakshay Arya

Javed is a fisherman from
Pishukan village near Gwadar and
this was his reaction when asked
about Chinese Fishing vessels in the
region. This feeling of despondency
was evident in other members of his
community too. But the fishermen of
Balochistan are not the only ones
suffering the invasion of their seas by
'Chinese Dark Fleets' — every fishing
community in the Indian Ocean
Region is wrestling for survival, but
yes, the worst affected are fishermen
from countries entangled in CCP's
debttrap.

As per United Nations Food and
Agriculture Organisation (FAO), most
waters in Indian Ocean Region (IOR)
are either 'Zones of Continuous
Upwelling' (where fish productivity is
high all-round the year) or 'Zones of
Seasonal/Monsoon Upwelling' (with
high fish productivity in a particular
season/monsoons). This unique
geography makes IOR a fish rich
domain with great potential for local
fishing communities. But, before the
regional players could capitalise this
'nature's gift', China swung into
action and unleashed huge fishing
trawlers, that have persistently been
destroying the marine ecology and
along with it, destiny of millions of
poor people.

Over months of study, it was
found that thousands of fishing
vessels that have gradually started
dominating the IOR region have
been found flying under the Chinese
flag. Additionally, armed with mas-
sive CCP subsidies and latest fishing
technologies, these vessels have
been found to indulge in illegal,
unreported and unregulated (IUU)
fishing. Supported by a vast and
complex network of fuelling ships,
support vessels, reefers and fish

carriers (with refrigeration/ packag-
ing plants), these 'dark fleets' move
swiftly through the oceans, wiping
out all marine resources in their way,
leaving nothing for the traditional
fishermen.

Itis this well-managed technologi-
cally advanced and State supported
operation that has forced many local
fishermen to leave their ancestral
occupation and migrate from coastal
areas.

Studies have shown that over the
past few years destructive fishing
practices such as seabed trawling,
dynamite fishing and poison (cya-
nide) fishing have led to depletion of
fishes in South China Sea (SCS) by
almost 95%. Overwhelmed by this
and by the voracious demand for sea
food in China, the Chinese fleet along
with their unhealthy fishing methods,
have ventured into other countries
resources now are operating
worldwide.

In quest to extract maximum fish
in least time, these fleets are using
same dastardly practices in IOR
which had led to destruction of
ecology, aquatic life and marine
resources in the SCS. Experts also
termed the large nets on Chinese
vessels as 'Wall of Death' for fish,
sharks, and marine mammals, and if
this practice continues, the region will
soon be deficient of species like
Tuna, Sword fish, Marlin, shrimps
and squids. Itis indeed appalling that
the vessels banned within China's
own territorial waters for damaging
ecosystem are easily permitted in the
IOR!

Fishing, which once used to be a
profitable livelihood, is becoming
unsustainable for the regional
fishermen, as most of the times they
are reeling empty nets — courtesy
Chinese overfishing. The regional
fishermen working out of traditional

crafts are no match for &
the Chinese mega
trawlers with miles long |
nets capable of sweeping
up virtually every living
thing. The sea's diminish-
ing returns mean
plummeting incomes for
fishermen and higher
food prices for citizens.
But now, things have
gone beyond unequal
survival opportunities.

Of late, these Chinese vessels
have resorted to vehemence against
local fishermen with reports of attack,
physical violence and sinking of
vessels by ramming, which have
resulted in numerous deaths of
innocent local fishermen.
Unfortunately, it is poor people like
Javed Baloch and their families who
are paying for their government's
incompetence and felonious relation-
ship with China.

In 1996, China signed UN Fish
Stock Agreement, but never ratified
it. In response to WTQO's appeal to
check overfishing, CCP Foreign
Ministry in 2017 promised capping of
FVs to 3000, but even today more
than 17000 distant water vessels are
operating around the world. These
fleets are routinely found violating
maritime laws by fishing within EEZ
(including territorial waters) of
developing countries and when
challenged by local authori-
ties/fishing community, they opt for
response through violence.

Not only is violence an issue but
these vessels are known to under-
take imperceptive hunting of endan-
gered marine species like sharks,
sawfish, tuna, turtles and manta rays.
A gruesome example of this was in
2017 when the Chinese trawler Fu
Yuan Yu Leng 999 was found
carrying 6000 frozen shark car-

casses and many endangered
species by Ecuador.

Additionally conforming to furtive
Chinese maritime culture, these
vessels keep their transponders off,
falsify licenses and documentation,
hide their identity/nationality/
flag/registration while operating.
Numerous cases of human right
abuse, murders, sexual crimes
onboard these vessels, incidents of
maritime pollution, use of dangerous/
banned fishing techniques and even
spying on other nations have been
reported, but these boats are well
protected by the Chinese govern-
ment and well versed with law and
therefore able to utilize loopholes in
the existing legal framework to
escape.

Which is why without a whole
scale structural change by China and
changes within the system of global
governance of oceans, these
trawlers will continue to exploit our
seas.

There is an urgent need for the
IOR nations to collaborate under a
comprehensive cooperative security
mechanism to deter these fleets from
their blatant unlawful activities.
Because without cooperative efforts,
the 'Greedy Red Wolves' will con-
tinue to ransack our waters indiscrim-
inately, turning IOR into a barren,
resourceless ocean like the South
China Sea.

Bulli Bal — No action yet taken by police on FiR lodged all over India.

Encouraged by the massive
publicity, it got of its Dhram Sansad,
at 2 places, hindus started Bulli Bai,
campaign. This time also the victim,
women have lodged an FIR with the
police and got it done earlier also. But
no concrete action was taken by the
government in the past and it is not
seen to be happening now.
Previously a letter was sent to GitHub
just as a formality. No one knows
what happened to whom. This time
after the matter was raised by Shiv
Sena's Parliament Priyanka
Chaturvedi. Union Minister for
Communications, and Information
Technology Ashwini Vaishnav told on
Twitter that “GitHub has confirmed to
block its user this morning. CERT
and police administration are taking
further action.”

Although the matter is being
discussed all over the world, but
there is no other reaction yet by the
government or the ruling Bharatiya
Janata Party. The Congress has also

L<]

T,
raised questions on the govern-

ment's silence. Party's general
secretary Priyanka Gandhi says,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi's not
taking action on such people shows
the “anti-women ideology” of your
government Victim women say that
“saffron ideology” is spoiling the
name of the country all over the
world. Seeing her name on “Bulibai”,
journalist Kavish Aziz says “Lenin”,
the right wing is maligning the image

of the country with their hate politics.
Talking to Newsclick, she said that “I
am not afraid of such things, when-
ever the government does some-
thing wrong, | will oppose.

Its heartening to note that NDTV
'S Ravish Kumar program telecast
full program on this topic. And few
other channels too mentioned.

Social Activist Sadaf Jafar's name
is also in the app and he says that
due to the silence of the government,

“an atmosphere of hatred is increas-
ing in the country. Sadaf Jafar says
that “I was saddened to see my
name, but it is a matter of great
sorrow that a Zaif “mother” is being
bid as she wanders in search of her
son”[]

Women's organizations say that
the government is encouraging
minority and anti-women forces to
create hatred by staying silent on
such a serious matter. Left leader
Subhashani Ali, outspoken for
women's rights, believes that
President Ram Nath Kovind should
take cognizance of the “auction of
women”. Subhashani Ali admits,
“There are similar cases of female
violence in the country, and now
putting pictures of Muslim women on
the internet through the app will
further encourage “anti-women”
violence”

Women are also seeing this by
connecting it with politics.

-ITN, Lucknow.
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16TH GENTURY OTTOMAN EMPIRE; BAN ON PRINTING PRESS - A PROBE

The purpose of this article is to testify a claim on the basis of available evidences.

Most of us must have heard of
16th century Fatwa given by Sheikh-
ul-Islam of Turkey about the inven-
tion and use of Printing Press calling
it forbidden (Haram)in Islam. The SM
is the most common and favourite
source of exchange of information so
as this incident has also surfaced
number of times in the form of texts or
videos. The incident dates back to
16th century Turkey where the Chief
Mufti Sheikh ul Islam issued a decree
( Fatwa ) on the invention and use of
Printing Press. Interestingly no
documentary record is available to
substantiate this claim and nor the
people debating the issue generally
thinkin this direction.

Najmuddin Ahmad Farooqi

Turks were not used to print their
books because they didn't have
printable books. In Florence city of
Italy Medici Oriental press of good
quality typing was established in the
year 1584 which continued to
function until 1614. In 1591four
Gospels of New Testament in Arabic
and another book “Al Qanoon-fil-Tib”
by Avicenna ( Ibn Sina ) in 1593 were
printed by Medici Oriental press. The
first ever Farman of Turk Sultan
Murad 1ll issued in 1588 was in
respect of granting permission to
sale of Arabic books printed in Medici
Oriental press by two European
businessmen.

Ostensibly the books printed in

In Turkey the scribes protested against the use of
press. This was not unprecedented as the protests
usually take place whenever a new technology is
introduced. After the permission granted by Sultan
Murad the printing and publishing of Turkish books in
Europe was substantiallyincreased.

The prohibition on Printing press
in Turkey was first discussed by
French Pastor Andre Trot (1502-90)
and according to him Bayezid Il in
1483 had ordered death penalty
which was further authenticated in
1515 by his son. Though no refer-
ence is given by him which can
substantiate his claim. Questions
were raised whether the proclama-
tion was applicable only for Muslims
or all. Coincidentally during the same
period Christians and Jews were
printing their books and the Jews
were deported from Spain were
migrating to Turkey. In 1492 the
Jewish community brought with them
the printing press and the new
technologies. A prohibition just nine
years prior to coming of Jews is
incomprehensible.

On the contrary an ltalian scholar
Luigi Fernando Marsigli (1658-1730)
who was close to Turkish people
rejected the claims. He writes, the

Medici Press were presented in the
court of Jalaluddin Mohammad
Akbar. After seeing the quality Akbar
refused to give permission for
installation of press. The typing by
the machines was not attractive to
catch the eyes as the calligraphy
itself. The other reason why Akbar
had rejected was his apprehension
for the calligraphers who could lose
their jobs. In Turkey the scribes
protested against the use of press.
This was not unprecedented as the
protests usually take place whenever
a new technology is introduced. After
the permission granted by Sultan
Murad the printing and publishing of
Turkish books in Europe was
substantially increased. Similarly a
second decree was issued by Sultan
Ahmad in 1727 granting permission
to Ibrahim Mutafarriqa (1674—1745)
for printing and publishing of books.
The first book published by him in
1729 was Turkish-Arabic dictionary.

Later the press was closed following
the death of Mutafarriqa and not due
to any other reasons. It can now be
extrapolated that the use of printing
press was accepted after a delay and
not prohibited by any order though
initially the printing of religious books
was not allowed.

The European authors have been
arguing that Muslims were averse
and biased towards the inventions of
European countries and the decrees
from Ulema obstructed every
modern technology. According to
Francis Becon three inventions
Printing Press, Gun Powder and
Compass hold significance which
transformed the world scenario. The
gun powder and compass were
accepted by the Muslims without
delay which itself prove that the
Muslim world wasn't averse to
European produce. A European
tourist of 16th century has written that
there was no nation fond of foreign
goods more than Turkey. However,
they were not convinced to the use of
printing press and the clock towers
for their simple logic that the use of
printing press shall kill the art of
calligraphy and installation of clock
tower shall disrupt five times
calls(Azan) from the mosques.

The Fatwas of Ulema were not
the hurdles in the import of weaponry,
tobacco, coffee and even wine
purchased from Europeans. In the
court of Sultans the Ulema couldn't
influence the policies of the rulers
rather they were subservient to the
rulers. The decision of Ottomans for
accepting or rejecting new technol-
ogy used to rely on the utility and
usefulness of the product whereas
printing press or clock tower were not
introducing anything new except for
the printing press could produce
more copies in a shorter span. The
presence of large number of calligra-
phers in Istanbul was sufficient to
perform the job expeditiously. Similar
was the case in Agra, if the books of
liking were available to Abul Fazl and

Faizi then why should they read from
bad print.

It is unfair to say that the useful-
ness of printing press or considering
it to be the source of civilizational
change was felt in 15th or 16th
century, instead this opinion was
formed as late as in 19th or 20th
century. Most of the contemporary
historians later disagreed with the
view that the invention of printing
press in Europe brought about a
paradigm shift and a revolutionary
change in scientific and economic
progress and was the cardinal cause
of European renaissance. The
invention of printing press didn't
dramatically revolutionize the
European system rather it had
progressed gradually. As a matter of
fact the printing press had to wait for
three hundred years before leaving a
significant mark. The early progress
raises one more question whether
the material printed was of any
literary worth. The study of catalogue
of 500 libraries in 18th century
Europe reveals, one valuable piece
of work from literary standpoint was
the book “Social Contract” written by
a Swiss author Jean Jacques
Rousseau.

On the contrary suppose the 16th
century incident was true as it is
perceived today, is the Maulvi
culpable for the decline of Islamic or
Muslim world. If Sheikh-ul-islam of
Turkey wouldn't have forbidden
printing press, the lIslamic world
would have touched the zenith of
development today ? The contempo-
rary Akbar the Great, the secular
Shahenshah of India, not under the
influence of Maulvi why didn't he
adopt printing press in the same
century ? The Fatwa invoked in
Ottoman what the rest of the Islamic
world was doing ? African Continent
is most backward, is their progress
stillhampered by Maulvi ?

(The views expressed here are of the writer

and personal.)
ITN
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