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quality or efficacy of any product or
services described in the
advertisements or other material
which is commercial in nature in
this Newspaper. Furthermore,
Times of Pedia assumes no
responsibility for the consequences
attributable to inaccuracies or
errors in the printing of any
published material from the news
agencies or articles contributed by
readers. It is not necessary to
agree with the views published in
this Newspaper. All disputes to be
settled in Delhi Courts only.

Foundation and Sharda Launch Pad
jointly shot the Global United UN
Calendar-2022 in the premise of
Sharda University. The School of
Media, Film & Entertainment (SMFE)
played an important role in this shooting
project. This is CSR Global Records
Pilot Projects.

Regarding this photo shoot, @Prof.
(Dr.) Ritu S. Sood, Dean of SMFE and
Dr. Amit Sehgal, Sharda Launch Pad
jointly said that this photo shoot is an
important step towards making people

awre ofthe 17 SDG goals of the United

Nations. Dr Meenakshi Sawhney
Founder president LA Global
Foundation, said that our organization
is doing a lot of work for women's
health, empowerment and child health

Photo Shoot for Global United UN calendar in Sharda University

development. She said that 17 major
profiles have been shortlisted for this
calendar, whose picture will be pub-
lished in the calendar of 2022. This
calendar will be published digitally and
will be sent to all the Ministries and
Embassies including 183 countries of
the world.

Vote of thanksgiving felicitation
ceremony held for all finalist partici-
pants Dr Chetna Agrawal, Dr Prachvi Y
Raizada, Ms Aarti Trivedi,Mrs Mamta
Bankuray in the end.

-Sunit Narula :
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Prof. Ram Puniyani

Recently (December 2021) town
planning committee of Ahmadabad
Municipal Corporation specifically
mentioned that stalls selling non-
vegetarian items will not be allowed
along public roads and in the 100-
meter radius of schools, colleges
and religious places. On these lines
decisions were also taken by
Vadodara, Bhavnagar, Junagadh
and Rajkot Municipal bodies. As the
hawkers selling these non vegetar-
ian items approached the Court,
Court struck down this decision by
the authorities.

Surprisingly opposition to non
vegetarian food is part of the commu-
nal agenda. It is being propagated
that non vegetarian food causes
violent tendencies. By now it has
become a routine for one to hear at
different occasions that Muslims are
having aggressive tendencies
because they consume non-
vegetarian food. When probed
further the consumption of beef by
Muslims is also brought forward.
Additionally the point is made that
since cow is holy for the Hindus,
Muslims at the same time are hurting
the sentiments of the Hindus.
Lynching on the pretext of cow-beef
are a separate chapter by itself.

Two issues have been deliber-
ately intertwined in the social
common sense. One is the non
vegetarian food causing violent
tendencies and the second, the
eating of beef by Muslims and
thereby hurting the sentiments of
Hindus. It is very clear that the
definition of non vegetarian food
varies from place to place and
community to community. Eggs are
OK for some vegetarians and strict
no for others. Some regard sea food,
fish and the like as vegetarian while
for others it is non vegetarian food in

all sense of the meaning. Today
world over roughly more than 80-
90% of the population is non vegetar-
ian so to say. As per a survey
conducted by IndiaSpend, around 80
per cent of Indian men and 70 per
cent of women consume meat
weekly.

While Muslims in India are the
object of wrath, the Europeans and
Americans etc. do get away easily in
this psyche despite having beef-non
vegetarian food as the staple diet. In
the countries and people who follow
the biggest apostle of non violence
ever, Lord Gautam Buddha, the
consumption of non vegetarian food
is no less in quantum. For that matter
right here there are innumerable
communities for whom beef has
been a part of the food habits. Non
vegetarianism is prevalent in most
communities. Different surveys show
that eating non vegetarian food is
substantial in most communities
including in most states including the
one like Gujarat.

There are political over and
undertones also in this 'hate non-
vegetarians' thinking. One can go to
the extent of saying that
Vegetarianism is also being used as
a social and political weapon to
browbeat the minority community.
No doubt one has the choice of
shifting to vegetarianism with full
commitment, but to be intolerant to
the non vegetarians and to label the
Muslims as having violent personal-
ity due to the food habits is a part of
political campaign, bereft of any

rationale

scientific-psychological
today. Historically speaking beef-
non vegetarian diet was common
food in Vedic times (Cow is essen-
tially food, Atho Annam Via Gau,

(cow is verily food)). Swami
Vivekanand points out “You will be
astonished if | tell you that, according
to old ceremonials, he is not a good
Hindu who does not eat beef. On
certain occasions, he must sacrifice
a bull and eat it.” (cited in 'The
Complete Works of Swami
Vivekananda', Vol 3 (Calcutta:
AdvaitaAshram, 1997, p. 536.)

N. Jha in his book 'Myth of Holy
Cow' shows that it was with the rise of
agricultural society that the restric-
tion was brought in on cow sacrifice
by Lord Buddha. The primary goal
was to preserve the cattle wealth.
The ardent follower of Buddhism,
Emperor Ashok, in one of his edicts
to the royal kitchen orders that only
as many animals and birds be killed
as are necessary for the food in the
kitchen. This was to put a brake on
the animal sacrifice which was part of
the Brahminical rituals. It was as a
reaction to this that Brahminism
came up to project cow as mother to
show that it also has concern for
cattle and in due course
Brahmanism, and politics around it
gave her the status of mother.

As far as the violent personality
and food is concerned, not much
scientific literature is available to
prove the correlation of food with the
violent tendencies. Violence is a
personality trait, in the realm of

psychology, which is shaped by
familial, social and political circum-
stances, and keeps changing
according to the situations.

There are systems of medicine,
the traditional one's which classify
food according to the Satwik (leading
to pure, quiet persona), Tamsik
(increasing anger) and Rajsik (royal)
but it hasn't been vindicated beyond
empirical assertions. Despite some
people holding on to human nature
correlated to type of food, it is far
from being vindicated by any of the
modern scientific studies, there is an
example of a vegetarian Hitler
unleashing the biggest ever
genocide.There are groups of
people taking to vegetarianism and
latest vogue is that of veganism. The
element of religiosity is not mixed up
here. Neither should people be
intolerant to the ones who consume
non vegetarian food. The phenome-
non being observed amongst the
sections influenced by
communalism operates at the level
of religiosity. Vegetarianism here is a
part of one's political agenda so to
say. As it is being mixed up with
religion; it becomes associated with
emotions and that's where the strong
rejection of non vegetarians in the
neighborhood comes in. Many
housing societies refuse those who
eatnon vegetarian food.

In Ahmadabad | observed that
landlord/ladies will barge into the
kitchen of their tenants to ensure the
strict vegetarianism is adhered to.
Now amazingly this has been turned
as one more tool of demonize
Muslims. Overall as seen in parts of
Gujarat vegetarianism is propagated
and imposed in such an aggressive
way, these orders of Municipalities
reflect that. One can certainly say
that those propagating vegetarian-
ism in such a fashion is intolerant to
the hilt.

AMUOBA Lucknow deliberate forthcoming UP Elections.

A state level meeting was
organized by Aligarh Muslim
University Old Boys Association
Lucknow and a resolution was
unanimously passed to build up
pressure on the government to
safeguard the interest of the minori-
ties. This meeting was to discuss and

deliberate the the forthcoming UP |

elections. Prof. Shakeel Ahmed
Kidwali, President AMUOBA,
LUCKNOW initiating the discussion
emphasized that till today minorities
are being targeted as only vote bank.
He added that this must end now and
the government should give due
importance to minorities, who form
20% of the state population.

The caste and religion politics
must end and the exploitation of the
minorities must stop, he further
added. Muslims who have contrib-
uted immensely towards the free-
dom movement of the country are
the most backward, socially,
economically, and educationally. It
was unanimous that pressure
groups must be created all over
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India, to compel the government, to
address the minorities problems
now. It was also decided to meet all
the prominent political parties
namely, CONGRESS, SP, BSP,
AIMIM, BJP, and discuss the same.

The demand to confer Bharat
Ratna on Sir Syed Ahmed was also
passed as a resolution. It was felt
that when Madan Mohan Malviya ,
Founder of BHU , had been con-
ferred with the Bharat Ratna award,
then why not Sir Syed Ahmed , be
awarded the same ?.

AMUOBA being an intellectual
body of the muslims , and spread all
over the world demands,said that
all political parties , must include in
their manifesto the following main
points like representations of
muslims in government body
proportionate to their vote percent-
age, reservations for muslims,
nearly 8% in higher educational
institutions, the establishment of
good schools,,IIT, ITI'S and voca-
tional centers in minority and dalit
dominated areas. Tarique Siddiqui

former President of AMUOBA,
lucknow said that if secular parties
are not going to fight for muslims,
then AMU will be forced to come on
streets, just like the kisans. They
were supported in their andolan by
all secular parties. He further added
that if we muslims build university
and the government doesn't give it
recognition, then it will b just a
building structure. Wat will v do with
it?? Hence we need recognition by
government.

They also demanded that a
minority university, in the memory of
Sir Syed Ahmed be set up in
Lucknow, to resolve the minority
character of AMU, which is still in
court. Abolition of the religious cap of
article 341, scrapping of the UP
Government order to promote urdu
language , for urdu medium schools
and for officials use in government
too. And lastly to expedite the court
proceedings, for early justice to
muslims wrongfully convicted and
languishing in jails for a longer
period.
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Mega Peace Movement by his eminence Prof. Dr. Madhu Krishan to
unite all Atrican Gountries /Nations for Sustainable Development

His Eminence Prof Dr MADHU
KRISHAN, The Chairman Cum
Chief Rector / Chancellor of The
American University USA & United
Nations University USA (AUGP /
UNUGP USA) & Chairman Of UN
GDO & Diplomatic Mission USA,
Initiated Mega Peace Movement In
African Countries to unite all African
Countries /Nations To Make African
Continent self sustainable
developed & Strong Continent.

3 days teaching & training
seminar was Successfully done in
Dodoma,The Capital City Of
Tanzania followed by Convocation
on 5 th December at the Conference
hall of the Regional Commissioner
Of Dodoma, Govt of Tanzania,
where many African Countries
representatives participated,which
includes India, South Asian
countries, Top Leaders, Ministers,
Member of Parliament,Inter faith
leaders etc participated in well
attended event.

His Eminence Prof Dr Madhu
Krishan in his key note address
dwelt at length on the topic & in his
motivational speech he expressed
the Need of bringing Unity Among
Diversity & to join this Nobel Peace
Mission which he started 4 decades
back with the Goal to build up a
transformed Civilization of Peace
Loving — Peace Living — Peace
Practicing global community of
global citizens to transform global
citizens to become PEACE Builder &

Ultimately Nation Builder. All
participants from various Countries
have taken the Oath also( which was
lead by H.E. Prof. Dr. Madhu Krishan
) to become the Peace Builder &
Ultimately Nation Builders & to
proclaim the GOPEL of Peace
through out the World. H.E Prof. Dr.
Madhu Krishan as an Eminent
Scientist expressed that there are
very high potentials of natural
resources, natural Minerals, Rivers
etcin whole of Africa, hence all these
gift of God for African Continent it is
Possible to become the Strongest
Continent in this earth Planet which
can support all other continent of this
Earth Planet.

He has all scientific technology to
extract & make use of all Natural
resources for Eco- Friendly USA for
the Humanity, H.E Prof. Dr. Madhu
Krishan further added in his Key
Note Speech of more than 2 Hours in
the Government Conference hall of
the Regional Commission of
Dodoma. Some Names of
Precipitants, Achievers who were
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honoured by H.E. Prof. Dr. Madhu
Krishan with Doctorate Degree
(Honoris Causa) from USA Based
The American University USA -
AUGP USA (www.augpusa.
education — Incorporated Legally,
with USA Federal Govt Registration
No. 7670276 8100, SR #
20197712450 ; Secretary of The
First State Accreditation /
Authentication No0.203858464.
Affiliated to The United Nations
University for Global Peace Usa with
Federal Govt of USA
(www.unugp.education -
Registration Number 6816639 8100
SR# 20184990447, Secretary of
State Authentication No. 202828725
& The Apex Body of Indian
Confederation of Universities) are as
follows : Dr Burton Saulo Yuda, Hon.
Dr Joseph Kasheku Msukuma, Hon.
Dr Japhet Ngailonga Hasunga, Dr.
Florah Godwin Lauo, Bishop Dr
Jason John Mutashongera, Dr.
Fredrick Andrea Solo, Bishop Dr
Eugene Kalisa Mulisa, Dr Simon
Baha Panga, Dr Geofrey Jackson

Masawe, Dr. Joshua Charles Ndisa,
Bishop Dr. Robert Nathanael, Dr.
Elpendo Ntaika Mreah, Dr. Elina
Nziku Kayanda, Dr Daudi Felix
Ntibenda, Bishop Dr. Eliah Edward
Mauza. Event was organized by
Bishop Dr. Eliah Edward Mauza,
Director & Ambassador Of AUGP
USA ( Tanzania Chapter ) & his team
Bishop Dr Burton Saulo Yuda,
Roselyne Joseph etc. For More
Photos, Click The link ->
https://photos.app.goo.gl/h3rGeb4c
91UzQaav6

Earlier a authenticated letter of
AUGP USA under the Signature of
His Eminence Prof. Dr. Madhu
Krishan the Chairman Cum Chief
Rector /Chancellor of AUGP USA &
Dr. Kiwi Kalloo the Governor from
New Jersey,USA ; was submitted to
Hon'be President of Republic of
Tanzania for a Donation of more than
2 Billions US Dollor for the specific
purpose of humanitarian, education-
al projects in Tanzania for over all
Socio—Economical & sustainable
development of Tanzana was
submitted to Hon'ble President of
Tanzania by Bishop Eliah Edward
Mauza Director cum Peace
Ambassador of AUGP USA & his
team of more than 80
representatives.

Dr. Eliah Edward Mauza

Director cum Peace Ambassador
Of AUGP USA, DODOMA,
Tanzania.
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P. G Sarkar's Lucknow-0de to a City” launched in luclmow by Shahanshah Mirza

The city of Lucknow witnessed
the book release Ode to a City , by its
son Dr. P C Sarkar. Dr Sarkar a
senior scientist by profession ,
based in Kolkata. Addressing the
elite audience at Kaifi Azmi

Auditorium, where his book was
released amongst other by the
descendants of King Waijid Ali Shah,
Shahanshah Mirza, Dr Sarkar said
that people are not aware as to why
many roads are named after
Britishers. They are not aware as to
where Latouche is buried or who is
Takait Rai, historical value of Balle
Gate. Dr Sarkar said itis not a history
book but a tribute to Lucknow .as the

title itself suggests. its architectural
marvels, and lost monuments, which

unfortunately today are in a very bad
shape. Vipul Varshney, a leading

architect of the city and Convener of
INTACH aptly mentioned in her
address the various activities of
INTACH. She said that INTACH in
recent past have held various
activities highlighting the importance
of preserving our heritage and
conservation of the monuments.

Mehru jaffer, famous author
moderated the discussion, which
followed the book release. Denzil
Godin was also present on the dias,
to grace the occasion.

The function was organized
under the aegis of The Lucknow
Expression Society, at Kaifi Azmi
Auditorium. -ITN

GAIL (India) Limited : Shri Milind Soman culminates 1,000 km long ‘Green Ride'
on bhicycle from Mlllllllal I(I nl}“ll 10 I'aISG awareness against air pollution

New Delhi, December 14, 2021:
Aftera 1,000 km long bicycle journey
from Mumbai to raise awareness
against air pollution, fitness icon Shri
Milind Soman reached Delhi where
he culminated the 'Green Ride — Ek
Pahal Swachh Hawa Ki Ore'
powered by GAIL (India) Limited.
GAIL Chairman and Managing
Director Shri Manoj Jain, Director
(Marketing) Shri E S Ranganathan,
Director (Finance) Shri R K Jain,
Chief Vigilance Officer Smt Shubha
Naresh Bhambhani and other senior
officials were present on the
occasion.

The Green Ride entourage
started on December 3, 2021 from
Mumbai and passed through
Maharashtra, Gujarat, Rajasthan
and Haryana before arriving at New
Delhi.

Speaking on the occasion, GAIL
CMD Shri Manoj Jain said GAIL was
always at the forefront of the fight
against air pollution. The company's

social media initiative 'Hawa Badlo'
which strives to raise awareness
against the menace has reached
netizens over 100 million times. “As
part of its commitment towards
raising awareness for sustainable
and environment friendly lifestyle,
GAIL partnered with 'Green Ride —
Ek Pehal Swachh Hawa ki Ore'
which is an unique initiative by
fithess icon Shri Milind Soman to

raise awareness and encourage the
people of India to do their bit towards
cleaner air,” Shri Jain said.
“Delighted, Grateful &
Exhilarated! This sums up my
journey on cycle from Mumbai to
Delhi. The GREEN RIDE was an
effort to explore and promote
healthier modes of transportation,”
Shri Soman said. “| hope | was able
to create some more awareness

about how we are polluting the air we
breathe, and efforts we all can make
to reduce this pollution! Every small
step that we take, like opting for a car
pool, planting a tree, choosing to
cycle rather than take a car, quitting
smoking and so many other small
ways, plays a huge role in making
our environment healthier for us and
all life on the planet. Will continue to
champion for this cause and other
important ones through more such
initiatives in the future,” he added.
Presented by Bank of Baroda
and powered by GAIL (India)
Limited, Shri Milind Soman
interacted with media at various
points, met environmentalists, rural
students and planted saplings on his
route to spread awareness on the
issue of clean air. He also interacted
with GAIL employees at various
places and discussed issues of
health, fithess and environment with
them.
-Report : Sunit Narula

Union Minister Sh. Narendra Singh Tomar hails agriculture
performance of Uttar Pradesh and congratulates the GM.

Addressing digitally the
concluding function of the Uttar
Pradesh AgroVision 2021 at
Lucknow, the Union Minister, Sh.
Narendra Singh Tomar hailed the
agricultural performance of Uttar
Pradesh, which has broken all
previous records in production and
procurement. He congratulated the
Chief Minister, Yogi for his dedicated
leadership in improving upon the
condition of farmers through a series
of policy measures. Sh. Tomar
outlined the priorities of the
Government from giving boost to
FPOs formation and establishing
processing and market linkages. He
called upon the industry and
investors to work for setting up food
processing units in the State. He
said when UP grows then whole
country grows, as the UP is not only
the largest state, but contributes to
15% of the countries farm

production. He said over 2.50 crore
farmers of Uttar Pradesh have
benefitted by the Kisan Samman
Nidhi, which is over 20% of the entire
country.

Lamenting on the situation for the
withdrawal of the three farm laws,
Sh. Tomar congratulated the prime
minister for showing sensitivity, as a
section of the farmers could not see
the benefits that these laws would
have offered to farmers by opening
up markets, and by increased
investments in processing and agri
infrastructure. He however said that
the Government would make efforts
to ensure that the progress of
agriculture does not suffer and
farmers are able to get better price
and more choices to sell their
products, despite the repeal of laws.
Highlighting the importance of
platforms like AgroVision in bringing
all key stakeholders in food and

agriculture on one platform and
fostering investment and
partnerships on one hand and
creating awareness among farmers
of the latest technologies, Sh. Tomar
praised the initiative of Indian
Chamber of Food and Agriculture in
hosting three day event AgroVision
16-18 December at Lucknow, which
was participated by over 100
companies and intitutions from
across the country and 20,000
farmers from all over the state.
Earlier inaugurating the event,
agriculture minister of Uttar
Pradesh, Sh. Surya Pratap Shabhi
highlighted the performance of the
state agriculture in terms of 35% rise
in acreage under oilseeds and
procurement of over 56 lac MT of
food grains. Sh. Shahi called upon
the progressive farmers to form
more FPOs as institutional system to
serve farmers through beter market

linkages and farm services.
Speaking on the occasion,
additional chief secretary of
agriculture, Sh. Devesh Chaturvedi
and earlier agriculture production
commissioner, Sh. Alok Sinha
invited the agri startups, agro
exporters and companies to come
forward and tap the opportunities in
agro sector in the State. The 200%
growth in agro exports, especially
from Varanasi and Lucknow
terminals are setting landmarks in
linking farmers to the national and
global markets. A number of experts
and top government officials and
industry CEOs, including Agriculture
Commissioner of India, Dr. SK
Malhotra and South Asia MD of
Bayer CropScience , Mr. D Narain
joined the Development Meet on
Uttar Pradesh, as part of the
AgroVision 2021.

-ITN
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Few people, outside those
informed about India's higher defence
organization, know that the defence of
India — as per the Government of
India's (Transaction of Business )
Rules of 1961 — is the responsibility of
civilians; the defence minister (a
political appointee) and the defence
secretary (a bureaucrat), and not the
service chiefs! The chiefs of India's
armed forces are responsible through
the defence ministry for the command,
training, administration and prepara-
tion for a war of their respective
services. No wonder, it has led many
commentators to say that India has the
most absurd civil-military equation for
a country with such an impressive
military tradition and with all the
military challenges it continues to face.
These rules, it appears were formu-
lated by copying the British system,
which has influenced the structures of
India's ministry of defence (MoD) and
that of its armed force. However, in the
British system, the Defence Secretary
is a politician, and a minister their PM's
cabinet, whereas, in India, the defence
secretary is a civil servant. Even in the
American system, the Secretary of
State for Defence is appointed by the
President, who may neither be a
politician nor a bureaucrat, but has
cabinet rank. Butin India a secretary is
a high ranking bureaucrat and not a
politician.

Therefore India's armed forces
have been insisting on having a
military officer as the Chief of Defence
Staff (CDS) since the armed forces
have a number of professional
requirements that need domain
expertise, which a generalist bureau-
crat doesn't have. However, as a
legacy of the Pandit Nehru and
Krishna Menon era, the bureaucracy is
all over the Indian Ministry of Defence,
and all-powerful, but military men say,
that they are often neither held
accountable — as the defence secre-
tary after the 1962 military debacle,
was only posted out to another
ministry, while the defence minister
and many senior generals resigned —
and nor is he sufficiently sympathetic
to the needs of serving and retired
personnel of India's armed forces.
Thus, the announcement that India
would now have a CDS, has brought
some relief in military circles, though
there is much to be done before a CDS
adequately address our security
concerns. In fact, the idea of a CDS,
was apparently, first brought up after
the 1971 war, when it was suggested
that Field Marshal Sam Manekshaw
should be made the first CDS. Not only
did Manekshaw, soon fall out of favour
with Mrs. Gandhi, but his candidature
was apparently vetoed also by then Air
Chief, ACM PC Lal (with whom
Manekshaw, was not quite on talking
terms atleast during the 1971 war) and

the then Defence Secretary, KB Lal, as
Manekshaw was known to bulldoze
his way past the bureaucracy.

The matter thereafter lay in limbo
for another four decades, as the
bureaucracy was quite happy to see
that the three service chiefs were not
on the same page at least on this
issue. Interestingly, the strongest
opposition to the idea of the CDS, still
comes from the IAF and the IAS
lobbies. Even during the Kargil
conflict, it is said that the then Army
Chief, General Malik, and then Air
Chief, ACM Tipnis, had major differ-
ences about the use of airpower and
helicopter gunships against Pakistani
bunkers. Such differences and delays
cost lives of soldiers on ground.
However, it was eventually resolved
and the IAF became aforce

multiplier. But, following the Kargil
conflict, the Kargil Review Committee
(KRC) report, had recommended that
a CDS was essential for the demands
of modern warfare — which require
inter-service cooperation, to achieve
our political goals with the limited
resources of our armed forces. And
thereafter, following the KRC's
recommendations, a Group of
Ministers supported the idea of CDS
and so did the Naresh Chandra
committee on defence reforms. As did
a study by a team headed by Lt.Gen
Shekatkarin 2016, since India's armed
forces, have traditionally operated in
independent silos, with each service
having its own doctrine, its own of
equipment purchases, and their own
professional traditions and culture.

This has always led to heartburn
and wrangling over who would get how
much of limited budgets left over for
the purchase of equipment for critical
military equipment to fight wars. It has
to be done with what is left over after
the basic needs of the services, like
salaries and infrastructure upgrades,
are met, with the increasingly dwin-
dling defence budgets. The CDS, once
fully operational, could help the
government of the day in meeting the
requirements of the armed forces,
more so, as is known that the advise
given by the defense secretary to the
Cabinet on our state of military
preparedness has been sometimes
questionable. For instance, during the
Kargil Conflict, the then defense
secretary had told the Cabinet that
while General Malik was publically
stating the army was short of basic
weapons to fight Pakistani intruders,
there were enough rifles that were
available in our ordinance depots. A
quick check by army headquarters
revealed that there were rifles, but
these were of World War Il vintage,
and it would be suicidal to send our
troops in battle with vintage .303's. And
even now, with afew

exceptions, a generalist bureau-
crat without domain expertise, but
responsible for the defence of India,
would often be hard put to differentiate
between an armoured car and
armoured vehicles.

The question now is what should
be the role of the CDS? We've had a
Headquarters of Integrated Defence
Staff (IDS) in the MoD for fifteen years
now, which has been in waiting for a
CDS, to help it fulfil its roles! To begin, it
must be ensured that the CDS, must
be a military man from any of the three
services but picked for his suitability
for the job, ideally after him having
been a service chief, and not purely on
the basis of seniority, as has been the
case until now with the Chairman of

the Chiefs of Staff, which is held by the
senior-most service chief. And as the
CDS should be the single point of
military advice for the Prime Minister
and his cabinet, his role must not
threaten the civilian bureaucracy in the
Ministry of Defence nor the service
chiefs and their fiefdoms. Instead, the
CDS could be given a proactive role in
streamlining our defense and military
acquisition processes and facilitating
the inter-service sharing of equipment
and resources. Equally, the CDS could
advise the government on how India's
armed forces must prepare for the
future challenges of threats in the
cyber and space domain as also the
better sharing of intelligence inputs.
And of course, there is a need to
synergize the warfighting doctrines of
our three services which are currently
tailored to meet their own specific
requirements, instead of an 'air-land'
or 'air-sea' operation as well as out-of-
area operations beyond India's
borders. For this,

he the CDS must be senior to the
service chief's, and if we go in for
theatre comnands, he must he their
overall coordinator.

However, the establishment of
theatre commands, which I'm told is
also opposed by the IAF, will take time.
While our armed forces have been
greatly influenced by the British
tradition, and though they often quote
the American model now — with theatre
commands the world over- perhaps,
the Chinese model is a better option
for India to adopt. In 2016, President Xi
Jingping appointed China's first chief
of joint staff and divided China's armed
forces into theatre commands for
managing its military operational
needs. Thus, China's Western
Command in Chengdu is now focused
on India and parts of Central Asia with
adequate land and air resources to
fight a war in the high Himalayas.
India, on the other hand, has a
fragmented approach to dealing with
the Chinese, with multiple commands
of the army (in J&K, Lucknow, and
Calcutta), the airforce (in Shillong, and
in J&K), and the navy (in
Vishakapatnam), all prepared to battle
the Chinese threat. In fact, in all, India
has 17 military commands and each of
them have operational roles that
overlap over that of a sister service
and a massive logistics tail.

Thus, what India therefore needs
are theatre commands that cover all
our threats and use our limited
resources to the optimum. This writer
had proposed the idea of theatre
commands about 25 years ago and
these could be as follows. A theatre
command each to address the threat
from China that would start from
India's north-east on the Indo-
Myanmar border and go along Sino
Indian boundary to LAC in Aksai Chin.
The other would focus on Pakistan,
starting from Siachen Glacier, and go
along the LOC and Indo-Pak Border
right up to the Rann of Kutch. Both
these should be headed always by
army officers with adequate compo-
nents of air-force in particular and
some elements of the Navy since their
primary threats would be on land. And
then a peninsular command, which
would run

, which would run from the coasts
of Gujarat, right along the Indian
coastline, until Bengal and
Bangladesh to be headed by a naval
officer since their primary role would
be to guard against maritime threats
and manage out of area operations.

This theatre would have the necessary
army and air resources to meet all the
contingencies of this theatre. And
finally, an air and missile forces
command that could be used in
addition to the above-outlined
commands, to provide air and missile
firepower as force multipliers, to any
operations India's armed forces might
have to undertake, along our land or
sea borders. The CDS should be the
link between the CCS and the defence
minister, to coordinate their opera-
tional engagements, without interfer-
ingintheirroles.

And then there is the issue of
nuclear weapons. Though the
decision to use them will continue to
rest with the PM and his CCS through
the defense minister, the CDS could
manage their deployment along with
the service chiefs, theatre command-
ers, along with our scientific commu-
nity. Here, the CDS could play a very
important role in coordinating between
the civilian leadership and the military
headquarters, and he would need to
do it, in double-quick time. For this
reason itself, the CDS must be given
the necessary authority to ensure that
we are not fumbling when faced with
threats from an increasingly aggres-
sive Pakistan or China. To that extent,
India could closely look at America's
Goldwater-Nicholas Act that gives
their Chairman of Joint Chiefs of Staff
(which came into being in 1986) direct
access to US President, their supreme
military commander, (which in our
case would have to be modified for the
CDSto

to have direct access to the
Defense Minister) but without him
interfering with the operational roles of
American theatre commanders all
over the world. But unlike the US, the
CDS in India would need to coordinate
with the Indian theatre commanders
and the service headquarters since
there could be conflicts of professional
opinions between the service chiefs
and our theatre commanders.

In all this, the bureaucracy in the
MoD should retain its own relevance
while the CDS with his own headquar-
ters would work to fill the gap of
professional knowledge that the
bureaucracy suffers from since they
are not career military officers but civil
servants, who at least in the decision-
making levels (joint-secretary
upwards), shift from the one ministry to
another, and are thus familiar with the
Government of India's rules and
regulations. One major shortcoming of
our absurd system, as yet, has been
the confusion over the need for critical
military equipment. This the armed
forces are best placed to handle. To
that the extent there is a requirement
of having military officers positioned
alongside bureaucrats in the MoD.
And finally the fear, that has been
promoted sometimes by the bureau-
cracy and intelligence agencies, that a
“super-general” (CDS) once
appointed could energize the armed
forces into taking over the country is
ridiculous, to say the least. Nothing
can be further from the truth and is an
insult to the integrity of India's armed
forces, which have remained stead-
fastly loyal to the Constitution, and the
elected government of this country. In
fact, their professionalism and their
apolitical conduct have been an
example to others in the developing
world..

Maroof Raza is Defense analyst,
Author and Consulting Editor with
Times Now.
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