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Ishrat case: GK Pillar's Adani Imk

New Delhi: Former home

secretary GK Pillai did notinclude [=

any note of dissent in the second
affidavit on Ishrat Jahan from
which he had distanced himself
last week, a document accessed
by The Telegraph reveals.Pillai
has also confirmed to this
newspaper that he is now an
independent director with Adani
Ports, a company chaired by
Gautam Adani whose one- time
proximity with Narendra Modi
was cited by the Opposition to
criticise the PM.Pillai had said
Chidambaram had changed the
affidavit " bypassing" bureau-
crats. BJP has seized the
opportunity to seek a judicial
inquiry into the case and the
alleged role of Chidambaram.The
Telegraph today accessed the file

EEAME DY on R e e
noting dated Sept. 24, 2009,
where Chidambaram, the then
home minister, had written: "As
amended (2nd affidavit) please

show clear copy...." The very
same day, Pillai had written and
signed: "Clear copy shown to the
home minister. Send it for filing."
"Why did Pillai not write a note of
dissent on the file if he had any
objections to it then?" asked a ex-
Union home secretary who

requested anonym|tyAsked the

same question by this paper,
Pillai said: " He (Chidambaram)
was my political boss and that's
why | did not think of putting my
note of dissent on the file." Pillai
retired as home secretary in June
2011. GK Pillai is now shown as
on the board of Adani Ports as an
independent and non- executive
director.
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Grave doubts about Afzals involvement

in Parl attack Chidambaram

Former Union minister P
Chidambaram has said there
were “grave doubts” about the
involvement of Afzal Guru in the
2001 Parliament attack and that
the case was “perhaps not

correctly decided”. Chidambaram
was Union home minister when
Guru's mercy plea was rejected by
the previous UPA government in
2011. Guru was hanged two years
later.“There were grave doubts about

his involvement (in the conspiracy
behind the attack on Parliament) and
even if he was involved, there were
grave doubts about the extent of his
involvement. He could have been
imprisoned for life without parole for
(the) rest of his natural life,”
Chidambaram was quoted as saying
by The Economic Times.

Chidambaram was responding to
questions from ET on whether the
courts had reached the correct
conclusions in the Afzal case and also
whether execution was the appropri-
ate penalty. An event commemorating
Guru's hanging turned into a contro-
versy after police charged six stu-
dents with sedition for attending the
function at the Jawaharlal Nehru
University (JNU) earlier this month.
Kashmiri separatists have also
sought to use his execution to rally
support.“l think itis possible to hold an
honest opinion that the Afzal Guru
case was perhaps not correctly
decided,” said the senior Congress
leader who was the home minister
from 2008 to 2012.

To a question that he was also in
the government that executed Guru,
Chidambaram said he was “not the
home minister then”. “I can't say what
I would have done. Itis only when you
sitting on that seat you take that
decision.”Chidambaram said though
the government of the time could not
have held the court decision wrong,
“an independent person can hold an
opinion that the case was not decided
correctly”.He said it was wrong to
brand anyone with the same view as
“anti-nation” and added the sedition
charges against JNU students were
“outrageous”. “Free speech is not
seditious speech. Is your speech a
spark in the powder keg (inciting
violence) only then it amounts to
sedition,” he said. Chidambaram also
said the anti-national slogans
allegedly chanted on the JNU campus
did not amount to sedition. “It is an
age where students have the right to
be wrong...And the university is a
place where you don't always need to
be profound, you can be ridiculous
also,” he added.

3 READY 2 MOVE IN FLATS
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Republik™ CROSSINGS REPUBLIC-NH24
India's First Global city

» 9 KM from Neoida City Centre,
* 15 km from Kalindikun;|

* 12 km Anand Vihar

* Just Adjacent to Noida Extension

» Approx 200 families already shifted
» Club/Swimming pool

* Power backnp/market complex

* Huge jogging track

» Magnificent golf course in order

SIZE : 2 bed room 1270 sq ft. - 3 bed room 1725 ft.

nicely biilt-up flats vitrified tiles, woodan flooring in mazster badroom, complets tiling and
sanitary fittings in bathrooms, kitchen, large dinning/drawings/4 balcanies

PRICE: 2 bad raam 28-lacs onwards + 3 bad room 38 lacs onwards
all inclusive (Covered car parking, club membership,

powar back up 1 KV, EDCIFFC/IFMC aetc.)

= 80% open area
* A Unique complex in whole of NCR

Contact:

CITY ESTATE

A real estate service provider and Marketing Channel Partner of many reputed builders in NCR

Branch Offices: <301, JOP Plaza, Sector 18, Noida = Shop No 22, Gallaria Complex, Crossings Republic,

Email: city_realestate@ yahoo.co.in
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GST... GST... GST... Due to
some political reasons, the most
awaited TAX reform is still awaited

rE

OVES ALI KHAN

administrative cost. It can be termed
as a biggest “MOCKERY” to EASE
OF DOING BUSINESS.

STOCK TRANSFER: This is
really interesting; movement of
goods even without consideration is
subject to GST. Under current law it
is not subject to tax on the basis that
BUYER & SELLER CANNOT BE
THE SAME PERSON.

1% ADDITIONAL TAX: GST is
based on “DESTINATION
PRINCIPLE” i.e. the state in which
goods and services are consumed
will get the revenue. In order to
compensate origin state govern-
ment has decided to levy 1%
additional tax on Interstate transac-
tions assigned to state of origin, with
no credit to buyerexactly as per the
present CST law. The situation is

Times of Pedia

As | mentioned earlier returns load
will be very high (61 returns per year)
under GST, so it will be a big chal-
lenge. Our experiences with the
websites of MCA and INCOME TAX
is not at all good as they are unable
to take the burden of last minutes
rush, sometimes government was
forced to extend the compliance
dates due to last minutes failures of
these sites. We can expect such
issues with GST also as data
involved here is exponentially high
as compared to MCA or INCOME
TAX.

INTER STATE TRANSACTIONS
(IGST): For Interstate transactions
IGST model of GST will replace CST
under current law. Under GST each
transaction of supply of goods and
services will be charged with dual

gaining extraordinarily. Will the state
transfer such excess revenue to the
centre or it stays with such state
govt.?

These are politically sensitive
issues and unless duly addressed
may lead to litigation and unwar-
ranted confrontation between state
and centre. And no one can under-
stand the damage of tussle between
Centre and State better than Delhi-
ites

Only time will tell how big this
reform is and how it will benefit the
trade, Industry and consumers at
large. As a matter of fact GST model
which have single tax administration
authority, have single standard tax
rate or minimum rates, and kept
minimum compliances are more
successful than very complex Dual

“DELAYED GST IS BETTER THAN A FLAWED EST”

Is GST really going to make life of a tax payer easier!!

but hopefully it will turn into a reality
very soon as itis all set to be passed
in the upper house of parliament in
the on-going Budget session. The
bill has already been passed in the
lower house of parliament in the
previous session as The
Constitution (One Hundred and
Twenty-second Amendment) Bill,
2014. After getting passed in upper
house, it requires approval of 50%
of state assemblies and then finally
it will go for presidential assent.

GST is a revolutionary Tax
reform which will change the
structure of Indirect taxation and will
change the accounting and trade
practises in India, this is what we are
listening from last 12-13 years.

As of now around 160 countries
are following GST model of Indirect
taxation, most of the countries are
following unified GST model,
whereas India is going to opt Dual
GST model (like brazil and
Canada), In dual GST both Centre
Government and State Government
levied tax on each type of transac-
tion. Dual GST model which India is
going to opt is a complex model with
dual taxation system and multiple
taxrates.

Now, Let us understand major
concerns and issues of proposed
GST Law:

TAX PAYER CONCERNS

MULTIPLE REGISTRATIONS:
This concept is the biggest hurdle to
Ease of Doing business, under
current law an assessee having
establishment at multiple locations
in different states have to take
multiple registrations for each state,
to be governed by and controlled by
respective State Revenue
Authorities.

This mess of multiple registra-
tion and authorities will continue to
existin GST also.

MONTHLY RETURNS: Service
provider may be required to file up to
5 monthly returnsunder each
registration and an annual return as
well (total 61 returns in a year). So,
returns filling would not be less than
a nightmare under GST. It will lead
to lot of accounting, reconciliation
and verification exercise, which in
turn will increase compliance and

like government is still keen to keep
past memories alive.

INPUT CREDIT: To avail Input
credit output supplier needs check
that Input supplier has made the
payments else he needs to dis-
charge from his own pocket. It will
be available on the basis of actual
data uploaded, so onus will be on
tax payer to feed correct Information
completely, timely and in an
effective manner. Extra care along
with regular reconciliation on real
time basis is required, which in turn
will increase the administrative cost
ofthe tax payer.

HIGH GST RATES: Government
is planning to keep GST rates very
high, (around 20%-22%), This
clearly means that under new law
also nothing is there to tap informal
sector, yet no fiscal planning has
been done to widen the tax base by
covering informal sector, only wild
guesses are there about its size and
contribution to overall trade. The
situation is like Government wishes
to recover loss of tax revenue from
Informal sector by keeping its GST
rates high and make formal sector
pay for it.

IT INFRASTRUCTURE: After lot
of research government has
constituted a Goods and Service
Tax Network (GSTN) to provide IT
Infrastructure and Infosys limited
has been shortlisted for the same.

rate of taxes (i.e. both centre and
state). Currently rate of CST is 2%
and it will shoot to approx. 20%
under GST, now you can better
imagine what will be going to happen
to the tax payer. In the present
regime only centre is levying tax on
such transactions.

SERVICE TAX RATES:
Government is still working to set a
standard GST rate to generate at
least same amount of revenue which
existing system is generating. But, in
hurry they have raised service tax
rates to 14.5% from 12.36% when
service sector is struggling and it
really needs a boost.

POLITICALCONCERNS

COMPENSATION: Centre has
promised states to compensate
them for 5 years for any revenue loss
due to GST. However, no modalities
for determination and timelines for
compensation has been discussed
anywhere.

Important questions arising here
is:

How centre will determine the
loss of states on Incremental
revenue collections basis or an
average of last few years?

What will be the timeline for
determination and compensation of
suchloss?

STATE GAINING
EXTRAORDINARILY: No mention
of the situation where state ends up

GST model.

As per my understanding any
innovative method of revenue
maximization or tax collection is
termed as “MAJOR TAX REFORM”
by our political parties or central and
state government, it hardly matters
to them whether things are getting
easier and simpler for tax payer or
not.

Some months ago, Finance
Minister Arun Jaitley said the best
was often the enemy of the good and
that we should not look for the "ideal"
GST in this first, hesitant effort. That
is certainly true but it is equally true
thatthe bad is also the enemy -and a
mortal one - of the good. Which is
what this bill is

As after waiting for the bill for
more than 5 years for GST a few
months delay will not hurt the
business much.

Proposed Indian GST in its
current form doesn't seem to offer
much benefit/ relief to the trade,
Industry and consumers at large.
But our centre and state govern-
ments might get enriched with
advanced and better mode of tax
collection with high GST rates.

The writer is C.A. (an associate
member of ICAlI and founder
member of think tank POLICY
SAMVAD, who may be contacted at
khan.uves@gmail.com,Web:
www.khangargassociates.com.
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‘We Would Cry’ If UK Leaves Luropean
Union: German Finance Minister

LONDON: German

Finance Minister Wolfgang
Schaeuble urged Britain today
to stay in the European Union,

Europe would be allittle bitless
stable, more volatile and that
is not in Britain's interests,"
said Schaeuble, speaking in

in Russia, the Middle East and
North Africa. Cameron and
Osborne back Britain's
continued EU membership but

warning that Europe could
become less stable if it leaves
and that the bloc could also
become less competitive.

British Prime Minister
David Cameron has called an
in-out referendum on the
country's EU membership on
June 23.

Opinion polls suggest the
result could be very close."If
the UK would not be engaged
(in) the European Union as a
member, | think the UK would
take the risk that continental

English. Schaeuble, address-
ing a conference organised by
the British Chambers of
Commerce in London, said
Britain made a big contribution
to the EU with its expertise
in security and foreign
policy.

British finance minister
George Osborne, speaking at
the same event, said it would
be a mistake for Britain to
leave the EU at a time of
geopolitical instability and
risks posed by developments

their ruling Conservative Party
is deeply divided on the issue
and several cabinet ministers
support a "Brexit".

Schaeuble said Britain
was a force for improving the
competitiveness of the bloc,
adding that he did not want to
lose an ally in the fight to
reduce unnecessary rules and
regulations. Asked what he
would do if Britain voted to
leave the EU, Schaeuble
joked: "We would cry."

-Agency

23 3% difear
Israel prevents
Belgian MPs
from entering
Gaza

The Israeli authorities have prevented six Belgiam
MPs from entering the Gaza Strip to visit NGOs and see
for themselves the dire humanitarian situation and
suffering of the Palestinians, PalSawa.com reported on
Wednesday.

The visit, which was scheduled on Tuesday, was pre-
arranged with the United Nations Relief and Works
Agency (UNRWA). In a statement, the MPs criticised the
“illegal” Israel measure and said it contravened interna-
tional conventions. They pointed out that they had been
invited by the Palestine Legislative Council as represen-
tatives of different political parties in Belgium.

Myanmar
Muslim activists
trial postponed
for new charges

YANGON: The trial of two Myanmar Muslims --
already given two years jail on immigration offenses --
was postponed until next week Thursday after they were
told fresh charges were being levelled against them which
could see them spend a total of five years in prison.

The 28-year-old man and 34-year-old woman are
among three activists on trial from interfaith group Thint
Myat Lo Thu Myar (Peace Seekers), which was founded
by a Buddhist monk in 2013 after anti-Muslim riots broke
outin Meiktila in central Myanmar.

Anadolu Agency
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Smriti Irani schools opposition in
Lok Sabha; impresses party principals

Smriti Irani schools
opposition in Lok Sabha;
impresses party principals

By the time Human
Resource Development
Minister Smriti Irani finished
with her speech in Lok
Sabha on Rohith Vemula's
suicide and the JNU issue,
she impressively justified her
aggressive posturing
throughout the day including
her face off with Bahujan
Samaj Party supremo
Mayawatiin Rajya Sabha.

In her response to over
four-hour-long discussion,
Smriti nonchalantly com-
bined the role of a script-
writer, producer, director,
minister, actor, orator and a
hurt woman into one -- all to
perfection. Her speech was a
mix of emotions, rhetoric,
substance and melodrama
(anger, loaded pause, tears
rolling and occasional
choking with emotions).

Thanks to her fiery
delivery, the minister
succeeded in convincing her
political bosses and all in
BJP's rank and file that she
was competent enough to
take on the high and mighty
from the opposition ranks.
This, at a time, when the
entire opposition stood
united against her, her
government and the ideolog-
ical stream she belonged to.
Irani's speech on the floor of
Lok Sabha was clearly an
embodiment of the national-
ist Hindutava thought
process.

For those belonging to
this school of thought, her
speech would serve as a
document helping them in
the indoctrination process of

generations that would
choose this stream of
ideology in future. The effect
of her speech was such that
Home Minister Rajnath
Singh complimented her on
floor of the House.

After today's speech in
Parliament, Irani's detractors
may have reasons to feel
even more bitter about her
but she did hike her impor-
tance both in the RSS-BJP
hierarchy.

Irani appeared well-
prepared to deliver a shock
and awe counter strike on
the Opposition benches as
she was armed with loads of
documents to supplement
her claims. From official
notes, books to radical left
literature she was equipped
with all weapons that were
needed to prove her point.
From the point go she made
it apparent who was on her
radar for offence -- Sonia
Gandhi, Rahul Gandhi,
Trinamool Congress and the
Left.

It seemed she was
waiting for this moment for
quite some time -- to clear
her name, her role as HRD
minister, her government's
position and to take on the
opposition particularly the
Congress and the Left.
Anyone from the opposition
benches who ever wrote to
her seeking her's or her
ministry's favour on different
matters were at their wits end
as Iraninamed everyone and
asserted how effectively she
addressed theirissues.

Most of these requests
were either related to
admissions or appointments
in different Central-

government aided institu-
tions. Irani made it clear that
she did not do any extra
favour by sending repeated
reminders to the Hyderabad
Central University when her
ministerial colleague
Bandaru Dattatreya wrote
multiple letters to her on
different incidents happen-
ing in that university. She
went on to quote letters
written by Hanumantha Rao,
Oommen Chandy, Shashi
Tharoor (all Congress),
Asaduddin Owasi, Pappu
Yadav, Saugat Roy, Pradip
Bhattacharya among others.

Hitting out at the
Congress where it could hurt
most, she targeted its vice
president Rahul Gandhi by
first talking about how Atal
Bihari Vajpayee had called
former prime minister Indira
Gandhi "Durga" after 1971
war victory against Pakistan
and the following liberation of

Bangladesh.

"Chunao toh Indira
Gandhi bhi hari thi lekin unke
beton ne kabhi Bharat Kki
Barbadi ka nara lagane
walon ka saath nahi diya
(Indira Gandhi too had lost
elections but her sons never
supported those who
shouted slogans for the
destruction of India)," Irani
said in an obvious reference
to Rahul's father and former
prime minister Rajiv Gandhi
and his uncle Sanjay
Gandhi.

Responding to the
Congress's charge against
her, Irani asked what her
crime was. Was she being
consistently targeted
because she contested
elections from Amethi
(against Rahul Gandhi)?
"Mera naam Smriti Irani hai
meri jaat bata kar dikhao (My
name is Smriti lrani, |
challenge you to tell my

caste). | am angry today
because the mother who
gives birth is accused of
murder," said the minister in
a voice that quivered with
emotions.

She vehemently denied
that she allowed Rohit
Vemula's suicide to become
a Dalit versus non-Dalit
battle. Contrary to that she
charged Rahul and other
opposition leaders of playing
politics over Rohit Vemula's
dead body. "Have you ever
seen Rahul Gandhi go to a
place twice? Six hundred
young boys died in the
Telangana agitation. Did
Rahul Gandhi visited even
once? He went to Hyderabad
twice. In his suicide note
Rohit says nobody is
responsible for his death.
That report is from the
Telangana Police, not mine,"
Irani said.

-Agency

United Muslims Front demands
18 percent Reservatlon for Muslims

United Muslims Front organized a press conference in Gomti
Hotel at Lucknow UP demanding 18% Reservation for Muslims
as was assured and promised by samajwadi Party in its poll
1 manifesto of up elections 2012.

The conference was attended by Bhai tej singh National
President of Ambedkar Samajwadi Party, Shamsher Pathan
National President Awami Vikas Party, Dr VK Singh Yadav Pichda
Samaj Party. Shahid Ali Adv, National President United Muslims
Front has stressed upon d need of 18% Reservation for Muslims
considering the plight of muslims and exhorted that if reservation
is not accorded then they will not let samajwadi party to form govt
inup nexttime.

Mr shamsher Pathan had also insisited to give reservation to
muslims in terms of SP manifesto. Bhai tej Singh had stated that
their Party is in full agreement with the demand of united muslims
front.
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