TEW ATF Uitea

Loy 4l juasls

TIMES OF PEDIA

3IFE 3METS 3R R qex & W 3O A TR W

WEEKLY HINDI ENGLISH URDU

NEW DELHI WED 13 MAR - TUE 19 MAR 2013

TS T TdeT (@R T&H
fpw) 79 fecol & fagma waT &
fafe= am’ 7' 3 yIER feu 7wy
39 a9y X useuyfa I usety
YEEHR 3T fHT IR H1 @
farar o1t =er fs a8 vdeT @
&7 & ggTar T A’ At Tag
SN & 398 Aiedred e
3R wEl fF R # TF
ATl @ 9RT T 99 TR Taeq
F A T FgTar g1 ST gD AT
3= wE 5 37 R @
st i & wnfud wewn
P TWBdT WA a4 fauga
el & FHIT W B TATET
=gaeyT fqefaq &3 @ ot A<
fird Tt Tegufa 3 gaq gatawor
IHS THeT T M faar oty
BSETT Ul &7 3Tear fwar
fe @ U A AN B TdE
Tasal H ATHS TR & fou
oty g qur afea  sfirer
g 3| SraEy wy 3IufEq
T Sfwal 4 TdeT Usg
T ( T@dT ¥9R) 8 & st
T T gfag 4t wEs dam
e 4 | TOP Bureau

RNI No. DELMUL/2012/47011 Page 12| J{{=-5&Xi[i]

2013—14w$rclnﬂvr%3r%ﬁm&rruwmaw

faa w4t ot 9t facsw s
TIST HEIT T 3023—2% F
T grarTa gfaaren & fmfor
gaet Qs A g
g @ ASEgd & 9t
AR B ghg A dgiadl &
T o1 U fqHT HATS HE
TR wEAHT TS 8 A
frgd asf yy,000 FAT TIT
F goaT o 023-¥ W ¥§
ferera &t 3fg W gT 3HaS fou
¢o %% HUS ®UU Iafeq fau
T § | AT et IR yreior
QIR MRA QISAT, AR & fou
33,000 HUS I, THEHAT I
s & qISHT & fHT 2, voo HUS

wqC q97 3few St AiSET
& fou qu ¢y s ®UT F
gyragE fRar T o1 YEEHA
T gS& ST (NuHsiTgars)
F /YA H Stgr e A=
TS A 4o ®9 @ qU & foar
T R, 3T Ty v wT, 'RAm
T, &ias, AERIET, e AR
[T 7 518 Tl & 7e &
fou ugsiitgars—3 &1 yra
frar T 21 Uset 9 A i@
& SRT 91T T FrHOT ITETE
fafr @1 swme afta T
qH (FAET) gfed 39 27
913 T i fadt 9 gerEar
23 & fou gar & s o

ATETE & fou T34 8 1 39 aH
¥oo,000 YT TRA T F0T
fou & AT SETET HIT B
fou fige asic & ¥,000 HAS
FIU F ST A 093-2% T

Tamil Nadu shuts down colleges to prevent

The government has
asked arts and science
colleges in Tamil Nadu to
be closed immediately il
further orders as student
organisations across the state
gear up to organise massive
protests from Monday.The
students are demanding that
India vote against Sri Lanka
on a resolution expected to
be moved at a meeting of
the United Nation's Human
Rights Council in Geneva this
month.The US is expected
to move the motion against
Sri Lanka on war crimes and

rights violations against Tamil
civilians during the final phase
ofthewaragainsttheLiberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam. All
political parties in Tamil Nadu
have been pressuring the
Indian government to vote
against Lanka.

Though students have
joined in the demand, their
protests so far have been
unorganised, with mostly
law students holding hunger
strikes or demonstrations.
More students are expected
to join in from Monday.The
emotive Sri Lankan Tamils
issue  was resurrected
recently when British media
released photographs that
suggest that the 12-year-
old-son of Prabhakaran,

student protests against Sri Lanka

the chief of the rebel Tamil
Tigers, was executed in cold
blood by Sri Lankan forces
in 2009. Colombo says the
photos are morphed.In the
Indian Parliament, the DMK,
which is a partner in the
UPA government, has made
both poignant appeals and
threats to demand that India
show its support for Tamils
in Sri Lanka. It has asked
the government to make its
stand clear, something that it
is yet to do.The Congress-led
UPA government had voted
against Sri Lanka in another
resolution last year following
pressure from the DMK, which
hadthen threatenedto pull out
of the coalition at the Centre.
AGENCY
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The Prime Minister, Dr. Manmohan Singh andUPA
chairperson Sonia Gandhi with President of the Arab
Republic of Egypt, Dr. Mohamed Morsy, at New Delhi on
March 19,2013
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Students explain why UPSG's new exam rules would have hurt

Beaming graduates'
photos on the notice board
transmit the success rate of
Brain Tree, a training institute
for civil service aspirants in
the Himayatnagar area of
Hyderabad.

"At least a few of these
faces who made it to the
top ranks in the IAS (Indian
Administrative Services)
would not have been here if the
new notification by the UPSC
had come earlier," says Gopal
Krishna, founder-director of
the centre.

On March 5, the Union
Public Service Commission
or UPSC said it was changing
the rules of the exams for the
civil services. An English test

would count for 100 marks
and students could not answer
other exams in a regional
language unless they could
prove that they had graduated
from a school where classes
were taught in that language.
Some 15,000 students from
Andhra Pradesh appear for
the UPSC exam every year,
of which some 500 make it
to the "Mains" or advanced
stage. Nearly one in every six
chooses to take the exam in
Telugu, because they're not as
comfortable orfluentin English.

Critics says the UPSC
changes - which were
suspended by the government
today - discriminate against
regional languages and would

make entry into the country's
governance apparatus
exclusive rather than inclusive.
They argue that students from
rural India with little access to
an English education would be
impacted, as would students
from South Indian states (most
of the exams could be taken
in English or Hindi, the UPSC
had suggested).

Upto 95 per cent of the
students who have applied to
take the civil services exam in
Andhra Pradesh this year are
engineers.

"For Engineering, English
skills are not required. We do
very well in technical subjects.
But we have a problem as far
as expression in English is

concerned," says Ramesh,
an engineer from rural
Mahbubnagar.

"My subject knowledge
is strong. | feel | can express
myself better in Telugu. Can't

English be learnt after we crack
the IAS exam? In English, I will
make grammatical mistakes
andthereisdangerof mylosing
marks. So rural people like me
will suffer," he says. AGENCY

After English controversy, changes to UPSC exam suspended

After a huge controversy,
the government has decided
that for now, changes will not
be made to the exam that
students take to qualify forthe
Civil Services. Many parties
had objectedto new rules that
made English mandatory and
madeittougherforstudentsto
answer the exam in regional
languages.

Here are 10 big
developments:

1. Anoticebythe Union
Public Service Commission
(UPSC) said that starting
this year, students who

cleared preliminary exams
and moved to the next stage
would have to take a test of
their English skills. The test

Bihar government
has deC|ded to train one
million schoolgirlsinkarate so
that they can use the martial
art to protect themselves
from sexual harassment, an
official said on Friday.

"Martial art training
(karate) willbe givento 10lakh
schoolgirls in 20,000 middle
schools across the state,"
Rahul Singh, the director of
the Bihar Education Project
Council,
said.

T h e
| programme
- will be
undertaken
. as part of
the National
“ Programme

would be worth 100 marks,
and the result would count
towards the candidate's
overall score.

2. The UPSC also said
students taking the 'mains'
(those who've cleared the
prelim stage) would no longer
be allowed to take their exams
in a regional language unless
it was the main language of
instruction in the school they
graduated from. Currently,
many aspirants who come
from'English-medium' schools
prefer to take the exams in a
regional language they are
more comfortable with.

3. The new rules
dictated that unless there are
at least 25 candidates opting

Elementary Level, and reach
10 lakh girls by 2014. "At
present, 1,500 girl students
of 150 middle schools are
being given martial art
training," he said.Bihar Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar has
repeatedly said in the last
few months that girls should
learn martial arts like judo,
karate and taekwondo.These
skills are necessary for
physical strength and greater
alertness, and would enable
girls to defend themselves
in case they were harassed
by men, the chief minister
maintains.

“Martial art training is a
must for girls. It would work as
a deterrent to molesters," the

for a particular language,
students would have to
answer exams in either

English or Hindi, which most

states say is discriminatory
and unfair.

4. The changes had
been attacked by the chief
ministers of Gujarat, Madhya
Pradesh and Tamil Nadu -
Narendra Modi, Shivraj Singh
Chouhan and J Jayalalitha.

(Read more) They had written
to the Prime Minister, asking
him to reverse the decision.

5. Critics had argued
that the change will hurt the
chances of candidates who
come from families that have
limited financial means and
do not send their children to
schools where English is the
language of instruction.

6. Angry politicians
from parties like the DMK and
Samajwadi Party attacked
the governmentin parliament
today.

7. Dharmendra Yadav
of the Samajwadi Party said
"Angrezi me kaam na hoga.
Phir se desh ghulaam na
hoga" ("There will be no work

in English. The country will
not be enslaved again)."

8. Lalu Prasad Yadav
of Bihar branded the new
rules "aconspiracy"toensure
that children from backward
castes do not succeed in the
civil services exams despite
being strong and deserving
candidates.

9. Sharad Yadav of the
Janata Dal(United) wanted
the head of the UPSC to be
sacked for "marginalising
regional languages and
promoting English."

10. After an hour-long
debate, Minister of State for
Personnel V Narayanasamy
said the new proposal will not
be implemented. AGENCY

chiet minister said last month.
Last week, Nitish Kumar

announced that 10 lakh
self-help groups (SHGs) for
womenwouldbeformedinthe
state over the next five years.
He said these would help
womenbecomeeconomically
more independent. The Bihar
government was the first in
the country to provide 50 per
cent reservation to women in
civic bodies, including gram
panchayats.Thegovernment,
in 2007, launched an
ambitious scheme to provide
cycles to schoolgirls, in a bid
toencourage themnottodrop
out of school and finish their
education, even if schools
were some distance away
from their homes.AGENCY

The President, Shri Pranah Mukherjee
presenting the Golours to 3 BRD

The President, Shri Pranab Mukherjee presenting the
Colours to 3 BRD, at the Colours presentation function,
at Air Force Station, Chandigarh on March 15,2013.
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SOUTH KOREA OF CYBER-ATTACKS ,NORTH KORER AGCUSES US

Seoul: North Korea on
Friday blamed South Korea
and the United States for
cyber-attacksthattemporarily
shut down websites this week
at a time of elevated tensions
over the North's nuclear
ambitions. Experts, however,
indicated it could take months
to determine what happened
and one analyst suggested
more likely culprits: hackers
in China.

Internet  access in
Pyongyang was intermittent
onWednesday and Thursday,
and Loxley Pacific Co, the
broadband Internet provider
for North Korea, said it was
investigating an online attack
that took down Pyongyang
servers. A spokesman for the
Bangkok-based  company
said Friday that it was not
clear where the attack
originated. North Korea's
official Korean Central News
Agency blamed the shutdown
on the United States and
South  Korea, accusing
the allies of expanding an
aggressive stance against

Pyongyang into cyberspace
with "intensive and persistent
virus attacks." South Korea
denied the allegation and
the US military declined to
comment. Loxley Pacific,
which has provided
broadband Internet service
in North Korea through a joint
venture with the government
since 2010, said the Internet
was back to normal Friday.
AP journalists in Pyongyang
also were able to access the
Internet again Friday after
two days of disruptions. Most
North Koreans do not have
access to the Internet, which
remains restricted to a select

group.
The cyber-attack
accusation comes amid

a torrent of North Korean
criticism against the US
and South Korea for holding
routine joint military drills
that Pyongyang considers
preparations for an invasion.
North Korea also is incensed
by United Nations sanctions
punishing Pyongyang for
testing a nuclear device that

it claims to need as a defense
against US aggression.

“The US thinks that only
it can have nuclear weapons.
Butwe have nuclearweapons
for justice, and for the
sovereignty of our country," Lt
Ri Yong Kwon of the North's
Korean  People's  Army

said Friday at the heavily
militarized border dividing the

Korean Peninsula.
Increasingly, many
nations see cyberspace as a
new front for warfare. China
and the US have accused
one another of state-backed
cyber-spying.  Accusations
of cyber-attacks on the
Korean Peninsula are not
new, but it is usually South
Korea accusing the North
of unleashing hackers on its

computer networks. Seoul
believes Pyongyang was
behind at least two cyber-
attacks on local companies
in 2011 and 2012.South
Korean security experts
questioned North Korea's
quick blame of Washington
and Seoul because it can
take months to trace the
source of a cyber-attack and
hackers can easily disguise
their locations.

Individual hackers in
China, where information
about North Korea's

cyberspace and computer
software is more widely
available than in the US
and South Korea, are more
likely to blame in this case,
said Lim Jong-in, dean of
Korea University's Graduate
School of Information
Security in Seoul. "There are
many Chinese Internet users
who have expressed their
hatred of North Korea these
days. | think it's more likely
that some of them launched
cyber-attacks on  North
Korean websites," said Lim.

"Many in China know much
more about North Korea's
IT environments."Self-styled
Chinese patriotic hackers
have attacked the websites
of foreign governments
and private corporations at
times of tension with Japan,
France, Germany and others.
Outrage might be sparked by
territorialdisputes, diplomatic
snubs or perceived insults

to China.Such hackers,
working  individually  or
in tight networks, with
or  without government

knowledge, may have been
similarly riled up over North
Korea's latest provocations,
including the February 12
nuclear test.China had urged
North Korea not to conduct
the provocative test, and
Beijing gave its support to
UN sanctions punishing
Pyongyang in the wake of
the underground explosion,
the North's third. The test has
drawn vocal criticism from
middle-class urban Chinese
and even government-
backed scholars. AGENCY

‘Poor man!' says new pope’s Sister

Buenos Aires: For a man
who has embraced humility,
the new pope's first moments
in the spotlight must have
come with mixed emotions, a
fact perhaps best understood
by the woman who has known
him her whole life.

“Poor man," sympathized
Pope Francis' sister, Maria
Elena Bergoglio, his only still-

living sibling, as she imagined
his thoughts just before
walking out on the balcony
before the massive crowd in
Saint Peter's Square in his
firstappearance as the pontiff.
And yet, "how exciting, to hear
the crowd changing, 'Long
live the pope!" she mused.
She said she cried when she
heard the news, and only

wants "to give a hug" to her big
brother, 11 years her senior.
Dressed austerely in a dark
green sweater and with barely
combed gray hair, she agreed
to talk to dozens of reporters
waiting outside her home in a
middle class neighborhood on
the outskirts of Buenos Aires.

She said she never
expected her brother to be
pope."My brother fulfilled his
duties, with increasingly more

responsibilities, but | never
believed this," she confessed.
She said she couldn't predict
what her brother will do as
pope, but noted that "his
inclination" has always been
"to work for the poor, the most
marginalized."She  offered
a prayer "that the Holy Spirit
will strengthen" Francis for
his new role, and spoke of
feeling pride "not only as a
family but as the Argentine

people."Francis, formerly
Cardinal Jorge Bergoglio, is
the oldest of five children --
three boys and two girls. His
three other siblings, Alberto,
Oscar, and Marta Regina
have already died. AGENCY

China ,India on new heights of wealth globaly:UN

New Mexico: The
developing world's  rapid
growth has sharply cut

extreme poverty, created a
new middle class and put the
economies of Brazil, China
andIndiaonapathtoovertake
the globe'swealthiestnations,
the UN said on Thursday.
Although developing
nations are now driving
economic growth, a lack of

NOTICE:

Times of Pedia does
not guarantee, directly or
indirectly, the quality or
efficacy of any product
or services described in
the advertisements or
other material which is
commercial in nature in this
Newspaper. Furthermore,
Times of Pedia assumes
no responsibility for the
consequences attributable
to inaccurancies or errors
in the printing of any
published material from the
news agencies or articles
contributed by readers. It is
not necessary to agree with
the views published in this
Newspaper. All disputes to
be settled in Delhi Courts
only.

action on climate change and
persistent inequalities could
threaten those gains, the
United Nations Development
Programme said in a
study. The report sees a
"dramatic rebalancing of
global economic power" and
forecasts that the combined
economic output of Brazil,
China and India will surpass
that of the United States,
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the southern hemisphere,
a region which had seen
"unprecedented" rises in
living standards, said the
study, titled "The Rise of the
South: Human Progress in a
Diverse World."

“Never in history have
the living conditions and
prospects of so many people
changed so dramatically
and so fast," said the report
presented in Mexico City.
China and India doubled their
per capita economic outputin
lessthan20years, aratetwice
as fast as Europe and North
America experienced during
the Industrial Revolution. The
proportion of people living in
extreme poverty worldwide
fellfrom 43 per centin 1990 to
22 percentin 2008, with more
than 500,000 million people
rising above the poverty line
in China alone.

The share of people
living on less than $1.25
per day has been cut in half,
meeting one of the main
targets of the Millennium
Development Goals. The
southern hemisphere's share
of the global middle class
grew from 26 per cent to 58
per cent between 1990 and
2010. By 2030, more than 80
per cent of the world's middle
class will live south of the
Equator, the report said.

“The Industrial
Revolution was a story of

perhaps a hundred million
people, but this is a story
about billions of people," said
Khalid Malik, the report's lead
author.But the developing
world faces similar long-term
challenges as the leading
industrialized nations, from
an aging population to
environmental pressures and
social inequalities.

Lack of action against
climate change could even
halt or reverse human
development progress in the
world's poorest countries,
pushing up to three billion
people into extreme poverty
by 2050 unless environmental
disasters are prevented,
the report said."The
challenge now is to carry
that progress forward, share
the experiences, and enlist
the growing influence of the
South to move our world onto
a sustainable and inclusive
development path for all,"
said UNDP chief Helen Clark,
who released the report
alongside Mexican President
Enrique Pena Nieto."The
balance of influence in our
world is visibly changing,"
said Clark, a former prime
ministerof New Zealand."The
contribution of the South -
intellectual, economic, social,
environmental, and political
- will play a significant part in
building a better future for us
all." AGENCY
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Bahujan Samaj Party
chief Mayawati has said
she supports it, but the new
anti-rape bill cleared by the
Cabinet yesterday is unlikely
to see easy passage in
Parliament, with some key
political parties slamming
its provisions, especially the
move to lower the age of
consent from 18 to 16.

The Samajwadi Party,
which like the BSP, provides
crucial external support to
the UPA government, has
trashed the proposed new
law with senior leader Ram
Gopal Yadav saying, "We
are opposed to the Bill. It
has been framed on the
recommendations of some
mentally-retarded people."

“ |'|l| ‘I

The bill, aimed to provide
stricter ~ punishment  for
crimes against women, will
be discussed by leaders of
all parties on Monday. The
SP says it will oppose it at
that meeting and will vote
against it in Parliament. Ms
Mayawati said, "We will not
protest against the anti-rape
law." While the BSP and SP
traditionally take opposite
positions on most issues,
there are others who say that
there is no way that the new
law can be passed with such

provisions.
Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister ~ Raman  Singh

signalledthe BJP'sopposition
when hesaidthatIndiacannot
emulate Europe in lowering

A WITH EURDE
the age of consent. "You
cannot compare Europe with
India. Sex education is part of
their education system. In my
opinion, consent age should
not be changed from 18to 16
years."

The government is in
a hurry to pass the new law
and has convened Monday's
meeting to ensure that all
sticking points are ironed
out before it is taken to
Parliament. Its anti-rape
Ordinance lapses on April 4
and it would like both Houses
to pass the new bill that will
replace it by Friday next,
March 22, when the Budget
session of Parliament breaks
forarecess. The government
has been keen to amend

lo Race Whess
APES DenT Fares:

laws with stricter punishment
for a wider range of crimes
against women since the
shocking gang-rape of a
medical student on a bus in
Delhi. She died in December

of the horrific injuries. It
had cleared a package of
laws through the ordinance
last month as a signal of its
determination to improve
safety for women. AGENCY

The diplomatic tensions
between India and Pakistan
hasyetagainspilledovertothe
sporting arena as the Indian
government has refused

permission for a home-and-
away bilateral hockey series
between the two countries
on security grounds. A top
source in Hockey India today

said that they have received
a communication from the
Ministry of External Affairs
asking it call off the bilateral
series.

“The bilateral series
between India and Pakistan
has been cancelled as the
Ministry of External Affairs
did not give us permission.
The MEA had sent a fax to
us yesterday, asking us not
to host Pakistan or travel to
the country for the series,"
the source told media. The

Pakistan's hockey team was
scheduled to tour India next
month for five Test matches,
which would have revived the
bilateral hockey ties between
the two traditional rivals in
nearly seven years.

Pakistan was expected
to play matches in the cities
of Ranchi, Lucknow, Delhi,
Mohali and Jalandhar between
April 5-15. After Pakistan's
visit, the Indian team was
scheduled to pay a return
visit and play five matches

in Lahore, Faisalabad,
Karachi and Sialkot from
April 23.Pakistan and India
last played a bilateral hockey
series in 2006 - three matches
in each country. Pakistan won
three and lost one while the
remaining two were drawn.
The cancellation of the hockey
rubbercamecloseontheheels
of an abandoned bilateral
snooker series between
India and Pakistan earlier this
month following Government's
objection. AGENCY

Odisha Law Minister resigns after dowry case agamst him

Bhubaneswar: A senior
Odisha minister, Raghunath
Mohanty, resigned this
morning after his daughter-
in-law accused him of
torturing her for dowry. Mr
Mohanty, who held several
portfolios including the Law
Ministry, met Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik this morning
and resigned, saying there
was no truth in the allegation
but he was quitting on "moral
grounds to enable police
to conduct an independent
probe".

Soon after, Jay Panda,

The Indian parliament
may adopt a resolution
against Pakistan whose

parliament last night officially
condemned the hanging in
Delhilastmonthof AfzalGuru,
who belonged to Kashmir.

member of Parliament from
Mr Patnaik's Biju Janata
Dal, tweeted, "Why Naveen
P is wildly popular. minstr's
dtr-in-law filed dowry FIR
11pm, gone by 9am (sic)."
Late last night, Mr Mohanty's
daughter-in-law, Barsa
Swony Choudhury lodged
a written complaint at the
district headquarters town of
Balasore, about 215 km from
Bhubaneswar, alleging that
the minister and his family
wanted a dowry of Rs. 25 lakh
and a multi-utility vehicle.

In her complaint, Ms

All political parties are
being consulted for a draft of
India's resolution.

Earlier today, the
BJP  argued strongly for
the government to end all
dialogue with Pakistan in the

fI,.
l T

Choudhury alleged that the
minister and his family had
tortured her physically and
mentally ever since she
married the minister's son
Raja Shree Mohanty in June
2012. Ms Choudhury alleged
that her parents had, at the
time ofhermarriage, givenRs.
10 lakh in cash, jewellery and
valuable household goods in
dowry to Mr Mohanty's family.

“The allegations are
false, and everybody knows
we would not do that. The
truth will be out soon and the
law will take its course," Mr

wake of the Guru resolution
and the attack earlier this
week on a paramilitary camp
in Srinagar, in which five
jawans were shot dead in a
suicide attack by terrorists.
Home Minister Sushil Kumar
Shinde informed parliament
yesterday that the terrorists
were most likely Pakistani.
Islamabad has denounced
that theory. "If India can be
kicked around in this manner
internationally,  there is
something seriously wrong
with how we are managing
our affairs," Mr Jaitley said,
referring to the tension with
Pakistan and Italy's refusal to
sendbacktwomarinestoface
murder charges for shooting
two Kerala fishermen.

Inits resolution last night,

Mohanty said today. There
were repeated adjournments
in the Odisha Assembly

INDIA IS GETTING 'KICKED AROUND' INTERNATIONALLY, SAYS BJP

the Pakistani parliament
criticized India's decision to
hang Guru, 43, for his role
in the 2001 attack on the
Indian parliament in which 13
people were killed. Guru was
executed and buried in a top-
secret operation at Delhi's
Tihar Jail, triggering large
protests in his home state of
Kashmir.

In  January, tension

as the Opposition stalled
proceedings and demanded
the arrest of Mr Mohanty.

between New Delhi and
Islamabad peaked after after
two Indian soldiers were
found dead, their bodies
mutilated. One of them
was decapitated. India said
Pakistani troops had crossed
the Line of Control near
Jammu and attacked the
soldiers. Pakistan denied the
charges.

A Seed while Growing Makes No Sound, ATree while
Falling Makes Huge Noise, Destruction Shouts and
The Creation is Always Quiet.This is The POWER of

SILENCE.

"Close" & " Open" are actually opposites of each
Yet in real life we are "Open" to only those people
with whom we are really "Close"
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For the welfare of the
minorities, new schemes
have been included for
implementation during the
Twelfth Five Year Plan. The
schemes are-

(i) Scheme for Interest
subsidy on  educational
loans for overseas studies
for the students belonging
to minority communities to
provide financial assistance
by way of extending interest
subsidy on education loans
for pursuing higher studies
abroad.

(i) Scheme for Skill
Development Initiatives to
enhance employment and
livelihood skills of minorities
by providing skills and skills
up-gradation to the minority
communities.

(iii) Scheme for Support
for students clearing Prelims
Conducted by UPSC/
SSC, State Public Service
Commission (PSC) etc to
support candidates from the

minority communities who
qualify at the preliminary
examinations conducted

by Union Public Service
Commission (UPSC),

Staff

Selection Commission
(SSC), State Public Service
Commissions (PSCs) etc. to
improve their representation
in government services.
(iv)Schemeforcontaining
population decline of small
minority community to arrest
the declining population trend

of small minority community,
viz Parsis.

(v) Scheme for
Strengthening of State Wagqf
Boards to provide financial
assistance to State Waqf
Board for strengthening
them in order to improve their
performance.

(vi) Schemeforpromotion
of education in 100 minority
concentration  towns/cities
having substantial minority
population, for empowering
the minorities to provide
infrastructure  for various
levels of schools, including
teaching aids and also for up-
gradation and construction
of infrastructure for skill and
vocational education along
with hostel facility.

(vii) Scheme for Village
development programme for
villagesnotcoveredbyminority
concentration blocks (MCBs)/
minority concentration
districts (MCDs) to provide
infrastructure  for  socio-
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Chairman, ARI, Shri V.P Agarwal addressing the
Semmar on l:nul Ilelem:e Gooperation
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15" March 2013 (
India Habitat Centre,

The Chairman, A|rports Authorlty of India, Shrl V P
Agarwal addressing the Seminar on Civil Defence
Cooperation: Optimal Use of Airspace, in New Delhi on
March 15,2013.

economic development and
basic amenities.

(viii) Scheme for Support
to Districts Level Institutions
to give financial support for
setting up of and running
district level institutions for
minority welfare in Minority
Concentration Districts.

(ix) Free bicycle for
Girl Students of Class IX
for retention of minority

girl students from Class IX
onwards.

The schemes at Sr. No.
(vi) to (ix) above have been
merged with the existing
Multi-sectoral Development
Programme.

This was stated by Shri
Ninong Ering, the Minister of
State , Minority Affairs in reply
to a question in Lok Sabha
today. AGENCY
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