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POLICE HRD WARNED TIHRR ABOUT PLOT TO ATTAGK
RAM SINGH, OTHER GANG-RAPE AGGUSED: SOURGES
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Two months ago, the
Delhi Police allegedly
intercepted calls from a
Tihar Jail inmate, who was
illegally using the phone
of a jail employee. In one
conversation the inmate, say
sources, hinted that there
could be an attack on the five
menaccusedofbrutallygang-
raping a medical student
on a bus in Delhi. One of
them, Ram Singh, was found
hanging in his Tihar Jail cell
on Monday morning.Sources
said that in the conversation
allegedly intercepted by the
police, the inmate indicated
that the rape accused could
be attacked while on their
way to the Saket fast track
court for daily hearings. Tihar
jail officials were reportedly
briefed about this specific
threat and security for the five
men was increased. Lately,
about 20 to 30 gun-toting

pollcemen would escortthem
to the court and inside it. The
Tihar Jail authorities are
yet to submit a preliminary
report on Ram Singh's
death, the circumstances
of which have raised many
questions. An autopsy report
said yesterday that he died
from hanging and that there
were no external injuries on
Ram Singh's body. But his
family insists that he was
murdered and have sought
a CBI inquiry. The five men
had said in court earlier that
they feared for their lives at
Tihar, where other convicts
often taunted and even
assaulted them. But police
sources have emphasised
that this specific threat was
about an attack outside the
jail premises.

After Ram Singh's death,
the lawyers of the four other
menfacingtrialinthecaseand

lodged at Tihar have written
to Home Minister Sushil
Kumar Shinde and Delhi's
Police Commissioner Neeraj
Kumar requesting that they
either be shifted to another
jail or then be provided extra
security at Tihar.In court on
Monday, the day Ram Singh
died, the lawyers said their
clients told the judge, "Shoot
us, but don't send us back
to Tihar Jail." Their request
was turned down, but the
judge has asked jail officials
to submit a daily reporton the
security arrangements for
the suspects.Ram Singh, 35,
was discovered dead at5 am
in a cell he shared with three
other prisoners, none of them
linked to the Delhi gang-rape
case. They apparently slept
through his alleged suicide,
which was also not detected
by a guard posted to monitor
the cell round-the-clock

because Singh was on "a
suicide watch."His family
says they now fear for the
life of his younger brother,
Mukesh, who is also one of
the men accused in the case.
Onthe night of December 186,
six men brutally raped the
23-year-old medical student
onamoving bus. The woman
died in hospital two weeks
later.The barbarous attackon

her triggered huge protests
and a call for urgent, new
anti-rape laws, introduced by
the government last month.
Ram Singh, Mukesh and
four other men were arrested
soon after the attack. All six
suspects have pleaded not
guilty to rape and murder
charges. One of them, who is
17, is being tried by a juvenile
court. AGENCY

Aiming at protection of
livelihood rights and provision
of social security to urban
street vendors, Government of
India has come up with revised
National Policy on Urban Street
Vendors, 2009. All the States
including Andhra Pradesh have
been impressed upon by the
Governmentforimplementation
of National Policy on Urban
Street Vendors. This was stated
by Shri Ajay Maken, Minister of
Housing & Poverty Alleviationin
a written reply to a question in
the Lok Sabha today.

The Minister further stated
that in order to protect the
rights of urban street vendors
and to regulate street vending
activities, The Street Vendors
(Protection of Livelihood and
Regulation of street Vending)
Bill, 2012 was introduced in
Lok Sabha on 6th September,
2012. Hon’ble Speaker, Lok
Sabha has referred the Bill

to the  Standing
Committee on Urban
Development for T_-;

examination.

He also stated that the
Ministry of Housing & Urban
Poverty Alleviation has received
representations regarding
harassment of streetvendors by
some ofthe State Governments/
Municipal Corporations from
various Hawkers’ Associations
including the National
Association on Street Vendors
of India. However, the Ministry
of Housing and Urban Poverty
Alleviation has not received any
representation in the matter
relatedtoGovernmentofAndhra
Pradesh. This Ministry has
forwarded suchrepresentations
to the respective State/
UT Governments for taking
appropriate action as per the
provision of National Policy on
Urban Street Vendors 2009, the
Minister added. AGENCY

S W SEPARATE CRDRE OF DOGTORS FOR RURAL AREAS

The Government, in
consultation with Medical
Council of India (MCI),
has prepared a course
namely, Bachelor of Science
(Community Health) which
was earlier named as
Bachelorof RuralHealth Care
(BRHC) course. The main
objective of the proposed
course is to create mid-level
public health professionals
who will primarily be deployed
at Sub Centres and would
possess the necessary public
health and ambulatory care
competencies to serve the
rural population.

In Writ Petition (C) No.
13208 of 2009 in the matter
of MeenakshiGautham and
others, the petitioners have
prayed the court to enforce
the recommendations of the

Government appointed Task
Force on medical education
under its National Rural
Health Mission and direct the

Government to introduce a
short-term course for training
health workers for primary
healthcare in rural areas.
The Hon’ble Delhi High Court
while hearing the case had

urged the Central Council of
Health & Family Welfare to
look into all the facets and
take a broadest view in a
holistic manner so that the
health, which is the requisite
concern of the every living
being, can be adequately
addressed to.

The Government
has decided to implement
the B.Sc. (CH) course to
create a cadre of mid-level
primary  health  workers
and appointed the National
Board of Examinations as
the executing agency for
implementing the course.
The above information was
given by the Union Minister
for Health & Family Welfare,
Shri GhulamNabi Azad in a
written reply to a questionin the
RajyaSabha yesterday. AGENCY

The Minister of Amiri Dewan Affairs of the State of Kuwait,Shaikh
Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmed Al-Jaber Al-dJabar Al-Sabah calling on the
PM Dr. Manmohan Singh, in New Delhi on March 12,2013.

The Minister of Planning & International Cooperation, Republic
of Yemen, Mr. Omar Abdulaziz Abdulghani calling on the Union
Minister for Health and Family Welfare, Shri Ghulam Nabi Azad,
in New Delhi on March 12,2013.
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RAHUL GANDHI MEETS WIDOW OF MURDERED
UP POLIGCE OFFIGER ZIA-III.-IIAQ

Congress Vice President
Rahul Gandhi today met
Parveen Azad, the widow
of murdered Uttar Pradesh
police officer Zia-ul-Haque,
and assured the family that
they will get justice and an
impartial probe by the Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI).

The Congress leader
drove from Gorakhpur to
Deoria to meet Mr Haqg's
family a week after the tragic
incident. He also visited the
burial ground of the police
officer. "The entire Congress
is with them in this hour of
great tragedy and loss and
they will get full justice," Mr
Gandhi told reporters at the
burial ground where he paid
tribute to Mr Hag. The 32-year-

old Deputy Superintendent
of Police (DSP) was Kkilled,
along with a village headman
and his brother, last Saturday
allegedly on the orders of Raja
Bhaiya, one of Uttar Pradesh
senior ministers. Raja Bhaiya,
whose real name is Raghuraj
Pratap Singh, resigned on
Tuesday.

Mrs Azad had said
she expects Raja Bhaiya, a
legislator from Kunda, to be
arrested soon. She had based
that expectation on a promise
by Chief Minister Akhilesh
Yadav, who met her on March
4,thatallthosenamedinanFIR
on the policeman's killing will
be arrested. But Raja Bhaiya
was neither interrogated nor
arrested by the UP police. The

CentralBureauoflnvestigation
(CBIl) has booked him and
registered four different cases
against the former minister on
March 7 after taking charge of
the probe. The politician will
be investigated for criminal
conspiracy.

Mr Gandhi, who led his
party's campaign in the state
last year, lost the assembly
elections to Mr Yadav's
Samajwadi Party. His visit
comes at a time when the
opposition is demanding
President's rule in the state.
BSP chief and former Chief
Minister =~ Mayawati  says
Mr  Yadav's government
exemplifies  "goonda  raj"
or hooliganism, allegedly
instructed and practiced by

members of the ruling party.
Raja Bhaiya's inclusion
in MrYadav's cabinet last year
had been a controversial one,
especially as the 39-year-old
Chief Minister came to power
primarily onapromisetorid UP

N
of allits law and order problem.
But the government, which will
complete one year on March
15, is under pressure after
several cases of violence and
lawlessness were reported in
itsfirstyearinpower. AGENCY

Ajmer: Pakistan's Prime
Minister Raja Pervez Ashraf
flew in with about 50 people
for a private visit this morning
and offered prayers at the
Ajmer Sharif in Rajasthan.
However, the brief trip to
the 13th century shrine was

marred by protests.

The 62-year-old
Pakistani PM also faced
a symbolic boycott at the
dargah. The spiritual head of
the sufi shrine did not assist
him in prayers as a mark of
protest over the mutilation
of the bodies of two Indian

Pak PM: lunch with Khurshid, protests in Ajmer

soldiers in January. Opposing
the visit, local lawyers and
representatives of market
associations staged protests.
After he offered a chadar
(ceremonial cloth inscribed
with religious verses) and
floral tributes, Mr Ashraf

prayed for peace in the world
and prosperity in Pakistan.

‘Me and my family
members are fortunate to
get the opportunity to visit
the dargah. | thank you Garib
nawaz. | wish for peace in
the world and for peace and
prosperity in Pakistan," the

Pakistani PM wrote in Urdu in
the visitors book. Mr Ashraf,
along with his wife Nusratand
some of his relatives among
others, offered prayers at the
Dargah and stayed inside
the historic shrine for about
30 minutes. He was assisted
by the khadims (people who
escort visiting dignitaries
and assist pilgrims at the
dargah) in his prayers.Clad in
a cream coloured sherwani,
Mr Ashraf carried a 42-metre
multi-coloured velvet Chadar
and flowers on his head for
offering it to the Sufi saint's
mausoleum where a 'ziyarat'
was performed by his family
khadim Syed Bilal Chisti.
Another ceremony, turban
tying (Dastarbandi), also took
place in the shrine.

There were tight security
arrangements for Mr Ashraf's
visit. Over 1000 police
personnel guarded the entire
stretch from the helipad to
the dargah. The police had to
use mild force to disperse a
group of advocates who had
gathered at Favvara circle to
show black flags to the Prime

Minister on his way back to
the Ghughra helipad on the
outskirts of the city. The VVIP
cavalcade, however, passed
through a different route and
reached the helipad, police
said.

Before his visit to the
dargah, Mr Ashraf met
External Affairs Minister
Salman Khurshid over lunch
at Jaipur. After the meeting,
Mr Khurshid said he did not
discuss issues like terrorism
with Mr Ashraf because he
is on a private visit to India.
“This was a private visit. It
was a pilgrimage (for Ashraf).
This was not the occasion
nor did | have the authority
to discuss such issues," Mr
Khurshid told reporters after
the lunch and added, "Today
it was a private visit. There
was no official talk. We will
do it at the appropriate timeln
January this year, Pakistani
troops mutilated the bodies
of two Indian soldiers near
Jammu. One of the soldiers
was found with his head
missing. Pakistan has denied
that its troops attacked the

men or mangled their bodies.
Bilateral ties between the two
countries have been strained
since the incident.

Prime Minister
Manmohan  Singh  told
Parliament on Friday
that there cannot be

normalisation of ties with
Pakistan unless "the terror
machine still active there
was brought under control."
The BJP has questioned
why the Indian government
was going out of way to
interact with the Pakistani
leader. The government,
however, insisted that it
was only following basic
protocol. "In accordance with
normal diplomatic protocol,
we are extending him due
courtesies," a spokesperson
in the Ministry of External
Affairs said, while giving
details of the Pakistan Prime
Minister's trip. While the Indian
government has defended
the "courtesy" extended to Mr
Ashraf, the Pakistan Prime
Minister did have to face a
boycott and also protests in
Ajmer. AGENCY

AFTER RAM SINGH'S SUIGIDE, TRIAL FOR OTHER AGCGCUSED
CONTINUES IN FAST-TRAGCK COURT

New Delhi: Ram Singh,
themandescribedbytheDelhi
Police as the mastermind
of the fatal gang-rape of a
medical student in Delhi, an
attack that stunned India and
stirred angry protests, has
allegedly committed suicide
in Tihar Jail.

Here are 10 latest
developments in the case:

1. Hours after Ram
Singh's suicide, the four other
men accused of the student's
murder and gang-rape were
brought to a fast-track court,
which is handling their trial.

2. RamSingh,whowas
35, was discovered hanging
in his cell by a constable at
Tihar Jail, claimed officials.
They said histhree cell-mates
slept through the alleged
suicide.(Read)

3. Tihar Jail officials

say he used his shirt and
parts of a sleeping map to
construct a sort of rope. They
could not explain how he was
able to suspend the rope from
aceilingthatwas atleasteight
feet high, given that there was
nothing for him to stand on in
the cell.

4. Ram Singh's lawyer
VK Anand said the case must
be treated as murder. Ram
Singh's family wants a CBI
inquiry to determine how he
died. (Read)

5. Of the six men
accused of the student's
gang-rape and murder, five -
including Ram Singh and his
brother Mukesh - are on trial
at a fast-track court in South
Delhi. The sixth is a juvenile
and is being tried separately.

6. The five men at
Tihar were at risk from other

prisoners, their lawyers had
argued in court. They said
other inmates were aware
of reports of the savagery of
the way in which the student
was attacked, and regularly
threatened and tried to
assault the suspects.

7. The family of the
student who died has said
that it wanted all six suspects
hanged if they are convicted.
Reacting to the news of Ram
Singh's suicide, her brother
said, "He knew he was going
to die anyway because we
had and still have such a
strong case against him.
I'm not very thrilled with the
news that he killed himself
because | wanted him to be
hanged ... publicly. Him dying
on his own terms seems
unfair." (Read)

8. On December

16 last year, a 23-year-old
physiotherapy trainee was
gang-raped on a Delhi bus.
Prosecutors have alleged
thatitwas Ram Singh'sideato
take the school bus he drove
by day out for "a joyride" with
his friends at night. The men
firstrobbedamale passenger.
Ram Singh's brother Mukesh
was allegedly driving when
the gang saw Amanat (NOT
her real name) and her male
friend waiting for a bus in
South Delhi.

9. After the couple
boarded the bus, they were

hit with an iron rod and then
Amanat was raped before
the couple was thrown onto
the road. She died two weeks
later of severe injuries from
her brutal attack.

10. The government
has promised maximum
punishment for the suspects
if they are found guilty.
Amid national outrage, a

new package of laws was
introduced in February which
includes the death penalty for
extreme rape cases. (Read:
Cabinet clears new anti-rape
Ordinance) AGENCY
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In what could

Seoul:
escalatethealreadysituation,
North Korea on Monday
scrapped an armistice that
ended Korean War of 1950-
53 even as the US and South
Korea carried out annual

military  drill.  The North
Korean Army has declared
as invalid the armistice
agreement that ended the
Korean War in 1953, an
article in Rodong Sinmun, the
official newspaper of North
Korea's ruling Workers' Party,
said Monday as per a CNN
report.

An agitated North also
snapped hotline with South
Korea as it had threatened
last week, South Korea’s
unification  ministry  said.
The ministry said North
Korea seems to have cut the
emergency link set up to deal
with any contingency along
the demilitarized zone of

Panmunjom,whichseparates
the two Koreas, Yonhap News
Agency reported. Tensions
have been running high since
North Korea conducted its
third nuclear test Feb 12, and
the UN agreed to impose

tougher  sanctions
on the country
for its  renewed

provocations.

Pyongyang has
launchedabombast-
filled propaganda
campaign against
the drills, which
involve 10,000 South
Korean and about =
3,000 American |
troops, and last
week's UN vote to
impose new sanctions over
the North's nuclear test.
Analysts believe that much
of that campaign is meant
to shore up loyalty among
citizens and the military for

North Korea's young leader,
Kim Jong Un.

Pyongyang isn't believed
to be able to build a warhead

small enough to mount on
a long-range missile, and
the North's military has

repeatedly vowed in the past
to scrap the 1953 armistice.
North Korea wants a formal

peace treaty, security
guarantees and other
concessions, as well as the

removal of 28,500 U.S. troops
stationed in South Korea.

Still, South Korean and

US officials have beenclosely

monitoring Pyongyang's

actions and parsing the

torrent of recent rhetoric from

the North, which has

been more warlike

than wusual. North
Korea regularly
claims South
Korea-US drills

_are a preparation
for invasion, but
Pyongyang has
signaled more worry
about the drills that
began Monday.
The drills follow UN
sanctions that the
North says are the result of
US hostility aimed at toppling
its political system. North
Korea has also warned
South Korea of a nuclear
war on the divided peninsula

and said it was cancelling
nonaggression pacts.
Despite the threats, South
Korea and the US began
the 11-day war games as
scheduled Monday. The allies
have repeatedly said the drills
and other joint exercises are
defensive in nature and they
have no intention of attacking
the North. A US military
statement said the exercise is
not related to current events
on the Korean Peninsula.
The drills are part of larger
war games that began
March 1 and are set to go on
for two months. US troops
in South Korea are meant
to prevent North Korean
aggression, U.S. and South
Korean officials say, and are
a legacy of the Korean War,
which ended with the peace
treaty that leaves the Korean
Peninsula still technically in a
state of war. AGENCY

Afghan leader alleges US,
Talibhan are colluding

Kabul: Afghan President
Hamid Karzai is accusing the
Taliban and the US of working
in concert to convince
Afghans that violence will
worsen if foreign troops

7 1
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leave. Karzai says two deadly
suicide bombings yesterday
show the insurgent group is
conducting attacks "at the
service of America" to help
show that international forces
will still be needed to keep
the peace after their current
combat missionendsin2014.

Karzai, who spoke today
during a nationally televised
speech about the state of
Afghan women, is currently
negotiating a pact with the US
for the long-term presence
of American forces. There
was no immediate response
from the US-led military
coalition. It is unclear what
prompted Karzai's remarks,
but the Afghan president
has previously made
inflammatory comments
as an apparent negotiating
tactic. AGENCY

(TIMES OF PEDIA ADVERTISEMENT TARIFF)

Colombo: Days before a
US-sponsored resolution will
be taken up against SriLanka
at the UN Human Rights
Council, Colombo accused
Washington of committing
human rights abuses.
Cabinet Minister Lakshman
Yapa Abeywardena Monday
said that there were reports
thatthe US had killed civilians
during its military operations
in Afghanistan. He noted
that most countries were
overlooking such abuses
and yet making allegations
against countries like Sri
Lanka. "Despite all this, the
Sri Lankan  government
will not be shaken by such
allegations and will instead
continue with its policies for
the country," Abeywardena
said. The US-sponsored
resolution was submitted
before the UNHRC in Geneva
last week after the document
was initially circulated among
Council members.

Size/Insertion Single B&W (Rs) 4 Colour (Rs)
Full Page (23.5 x 36.5 cm) 30,000/~ 1,00,000/-
A4 (18.7x 26.5 cm) 20,000/- 60,000/-
Half Page (Tall-11.6 x 36.5 cm) 18,000/- 50,000/-
Half Page (wide-23.5 x 18cm) 18,000/- 50,000/~
Quarter Page (11.6 x 18 cm) 10,000/- 28,000/-
Visiting Card size (9.5 x 5.8 cm) 3,000/- 10,000/-

MECHANICAL DATA:

Language: English, Hindi and Urdu
Printing: Front and Back - 4 Colour , Inside pages - B&W
No. of Pages: 12 pages (may be more)

Price: Rs. 3/-
Periodicity: Weekly

Material details: Positives of your advertisements should
reach us 10 days before printing.

Print Order : 5,000

Note: 50% extra for back page, 100% extra for front page
Please Add Rs. 10 for outstation cheques.
Send all bookings and material to:

TIMES OF PEDIA
KO02-A-01, Abul Fazal Enclave, Okhla Jamia Nagar, ND

Email: timesofpedia@gmail.com, akhan_adil @rediffmail.com

The draft resolution,
“Promoting  Reconciliation
and Accountability in Sri
Lanka", is still open for
amendments before it is
discussed at the Council and
debated on next week. The
resolution notes the UN High
Commissioner for Human
Right'scallforanindependent
and credible international

S of human rights ahuses

probe into alleged violations
of human rights law and
international  humanitarian
law in Sri Lanka.
It also expressed
concern at the alleged
continuing reports of
violations of human rights in
Sri Lanka, including enforced
disappearances, extra-
judicial killings and torture.
Already countries such as the
EuropeanUnion,Canadaand
Britain have stated that they
will vote against Sri Lanka
when the final resolution is
submitted. AGENCY

PAKISTAN-IRAN GAS
PIPELINE DEFIES US

The US has warned
that the project could incur
sanctions connected with
Iran's nuclear programme.
The long-delayed pipeline
is seen in Pakistan as a way
of alleviating the country's
chronic energy shortages.
The work on the Iranian
side is almost complete.
Monday marks the start of
construction in Pakistan.
Live television footage
showed the two presidents
shaking hands with
dignitaries as the ceremony
gotunderwayattheborder.A
total of 780km (485 miles)
of pipeline is due to be
built in the country over the
next two years.Dubbed the
"peace pipeline", talks on
the project began in 1994.
The pipeline was initially
intended to carry gas on to
India, but Delhi withdrew
from negotiations in 2009
just a year after it signed a
nuclear deal with the US.

The prrocies paETes s

President Asif Ali Zardari of Pakistan and Iran's

The US says the project
would enable Iranto sellmore
of its gas, undermining efforts
to step up pressure over
Tehran's nuclear activities."If
this deal is finalised for a
proposed Iran-Pakistan
pipeline, it would raise serious
concerns under our lIran
Sanctions Act. We've made
that absolutely clear to our
Pakistanicounterparts," State
Department  spokesperson
Victoria Nuland told reporters
last week.Washington - a
major donor to Pakistan - has
also argued that there are
other ways to ease Pakistan's
energy crisis. One option
favoured by the USisaplanto
import gas from Turkmenistan
through Afghanistan, which
has been under discussion for
years.But power shortages
have become a major and
pressing issue in Pakistan,
and the government there
insists it will not bow to
pressure. AGENCY

‘=l

Mahmoud Ahmadinejad have inaugurated a
controversial gas pipeline linking the two neighbours.
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The appointment of
former CBI Director Ashwani
Kumar as a Governor is
threatening to snowball into
a major political controversy.
Mr Kumar was appointed the
Governor of Nagaland by
President Pranab Mukherjee.

Reacting to this, BJP
leader Murli Manohar Joshi
said the move shows how
the CBI is complicit with
the Congress government.
“If you just have a look at
successive  appointments
of various CBI Directors to
the posts of Governors and
different other assignments,

it proves that the CBI has
been used in a quid pro quo.
It's in the form of the news
assignment. The person
may be qualified or may
not be qualified, but he has
been given the assignment.
The police officer being
appointed into, say, NHRC
(National Human Rights
Commission)," he said. But
V Narayanasamy, Minister of
State in the Prime Minister's
Office and the minister in-
charge of CBI, rejected this
allegation saying the BJP
should look at how many
police officers it appointed as

Governor too.

"He retired from service
two years back. Now, he
has been appointed as a
because

Governor there

is no bar under any law for
appointing a retired officer
as a Governor. Because
politicians who have not
been in active politics, they
are also appointed. Former
officersareappointed, former
Chief = Secretaries were
appointed, former police
officers were appointed," Mr
Narayanasamy said.
AshwaniKumar, whowas
the Director of the CBI from
August 2008 to November
2010, is the first head of the
agency to be appointed as a
Governor.62-year-old Kumar,
who has worked in various

positionsin CBland elite SPG
(Special Protection Group),

completed his doctorate
from Himachal Pradesh
University.Former Delhi

Police Commissioner Nikhil
Kumar, who was serving
as Governor of Nagaland,
has been transferred and
appointed as Governor of
Keralaforthe remainder of his
tenure by President Pranab
Mukherjee.

Karnataka Governor H R
Bhardawaj was looking after
Kerala after the death of M
O H Farooqui in January last
year. AGENCY

KARNATAKA URBAN LOCAL BODY POLLS: CONG WINS BiG

Bangalore: In a morale-
boosting performance
ahead of Assembly polls,
the opposition Congress in
Karnataka on Monday put
up an impressive show in
the elections to urban local
bodies, leaving JDS and the
ruling BJP way behind.

With results in around
4,500 wards of a total of
nearly 5000 announced this
afternoon, the Congress,
clearly benefiting from multi-
cornered contests, bagged
more than 1,800 wards,
while JDS of former Prime
Minister H D Deve Gowda
came second with some
870. The ruling BJP finished
third with 800-plus wards

in it kitty. Heavyweight BS
Yeddyurappa, who quit BJP
late last year and floated
Karnataka Janatha Paksha,
seems to have played
spoilsport for the ruling
party, as also BSR Congress
of former BJP Minister B
Sriramulu.

KJPandBSR Congress,
testingthe politicalwatersfor
the first time, won 250-plus
and 77 wards, respectively,
while independents with a
whopping 625 wards, are
bound to play a key part
in the ULBs which have
thrown up a hung verdict.
Elections to 207 ULBs --
seven city corporations, 43
city municipal corporations,

65 town municipal councils
and 92 town panchyats
were held on March seven,
and their outcome was
considered a pointer to the
Assembly elections, due by
May.

L BN 5

il

The Congress won
the city corporations of
Davanagere, Mangalore

and Bellary. In fact, the BJP
was routed in Bellary, where

it drew a blank. Mysore and
Gulbarga city corporation
elections were marked by
fractured mandate.

The State  Election
Commission had announced
elections to 208 urban local
bodies (ULBs) with a total
of 4976 wards but in Terdal
town municipal council in
Bagalkote district, people
boycotted the polls in protest
against the Government
not including the town in the
newly announced Taluks, with
no nominations filed in all 23
wards. Candidates had won
in 85 wards unopposed, while
there was no nomination in
one ward in Chikkaballapur
city  municipal  council,

leading to elections in 4867
wards in all.

“It's a warning bell to
all political parties”, Chief
Minister Jagadish Shettar
said reacting to the poll
outcome. "There was illusion
in some quarters that the
BJP will be wiped out. It has
not happened. BJP is intact".
Noting that a large number of
independents have won, he
said this showed that local
issues weighed heavily on
the minds of voters, Shettar
added. In the last urban local
bodiespollsin2007, ofthetotal
5007 wards, the Congress
had come first winning 1606,
followed by JDS 1502 and
BJP 1180. AGENCY

TOP 5 BANNED FOODS

While we are generally
allowed freedom of choice
when it comes to what we
eat or drink, there are some
foodstuffs that have been
deemed so controversial
they have been banned
from sale due to concerns
about negative effects on the
health, safety and well-being
of consumers.

1. Absinthe:
Absinthe is often
considered the drink of

genius' due to its reputation
for inducing creativity.
However, the potent spirit -
nicknamed the green fairy - is
actually said to have harmful
neurological effects due to
its inclusion of controversial
ingredient thujone. Due to its
perceived link to violence and
mental illness, absinthe has
over the years been banned
in many places around the
world, including Switzerland
(1910), USA (1912) and
France (1915). However,
although in many cases its
formula is somewhat different
from the ftraditional one
(with low levels of thujone),
absinthe is one product that
has actually managed to
reinstate itself as a perfectly
legal tipple in most countries,
although the ban still stands
in Vanuatu and certain
regions of New Zealand.

Furthermore, the USA have
imposed regulations that,
whileabsinthe maybebought,
it must be free from thujone
and the term "absinthe" must
not stand alone on the label.
2. Japanese Puffer Fish

The pulffer fish - or fugu
- is considered something
of a delicacy in Japan and
Korea and is available on the
menus of many Japanese
restaurants, as well as
several licensed restaurants
in the US. However, selling
or consuming this notorious
dish is completely banned in
the European Union, due to
the fact that most puffer fish
contain lethal amounts of a
poison called tetrodotoxin,
which can paralyse the
body and cause death by
asphyxiation.Although
poisoning from fugu prepared
by trained chefs is quite
rare, many view eating the
fish as a "Russian roulette"
experience, as eating the
wrong part of a puffer fish will
more than likely kill you.While
the EU is currently alone in
completely banning the food,
several cases of puffer fish
poisoning led Vietnam to ban
the catching and selling of
the fish between 2002 and
2010, and prompted the state
of Florida to also consider
imposing a puffer fish ban in

2006.
3.Haggis:

Traditional Scottish dish
haggis has been a source
of  contention  between
the Scottish Rural Affairs
Department (SEERAD)
and the US Department
of Agriculture (USDA) for
twenty two years, when
the offal-based dish was
banned inthe USA. Following
Britain's BSE outbreak in
1989, authorities made
the controversial decision
to ban imports of haggis,
although both SEERAD and
the British Food Standards
Agency have subsequently
asserted the consumption
of haggis is perfectly healthy.
While rumors circulated
back in January 2010 that
the US was due to lift its
ban on haggis, unluckily for
American haggis fans, the
ban - which has been under
review for over a year - is still
in place today. Although US
residents are able to get their
hands on American haggis,
this is generally considered
to be very different from the
real thing, often being made
from beef and always lacking
one essential authentic
ingredient: sheep's lungs -
an ingredient that has been

R
illegal in the US since 1971.
4.Raw Milk:

Raw milk is another
banned food at the centre
of much debate. Prior to the
industrial  revolution, raw
milk was commonly drunk
by most people, however,
when pasteurisation
became more common, the
consumption of raw milk was
banned. Although improved
standards of farm sanitation
mean that raw milk is a lot
healthier today than it was
when originally banned,
many places still maintain the
decision to ban the product
frombeingsold.Infact, selling
raw milk is currently banned
in 22 American states, as
well as Canada, Australia and
Scotland, with partial bans in
many other countries. This is a
particularly controversial one
as, while the bans imposed on
raw milk are qualified by health
and safety reasons, to protect
consumers  from  harmful
bacteria, in some countries raw
milk is actually sold as a health
food, with many believing raw
milkis afarhealthier optionand
that pasteurisation destroys
the milk's nutrients and good
bacteria.

5.Stevia:
Stevia - also commonly

known

as sweet leaf or sugarleaf - is
a plant-based sweetener that
has been banned in the USA,
the EU, Singapore and Hong
Kong. In the early 90s, the
FDA madethe decisiontoban
stevia in the US based on the
belief that it was an "unsafe
food additive". However, this
ban was later removed to
allow stevia to be used under
the provision it was labeled
as a dietary supplement
rather than a food additive,
a stipulation that has also
been subsequently removed.
The EU were firmer with
their ban of the controversial
sweetener, and it remained
illegal to import or sell stevia
as a sweetener in the UK
and other EU countries from
1999 due to health concerns
over the use of stevia - which
has been linked to fertility
problems and cancer.
However, there has so far
been insufficient research to
back up these claims, and the
EU ban was removed at the
end of 2011. It is also widely
available in many other
countries - particularly Japan
- where it is thought to have
positive health effects, such
as weight loss and lowered
blood sugar levels
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AKHILESH YADAV'S FREE LAPTOPS
FOR STUDENTS GCOME WITH
STICKERS OF MULRYAM

Over the next eight
months, Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Akhilesh Yadav will
gift nearly 15 lakh laptops to
first-year college students.

Just to remind the lucky
recipients of who they have
to thank for their freebie, the
Hewlett- Packard laptops,
worth  Rs. 19,000 each,

come with stickers of the
chief minister and his father,
Mulayam Singh, who heads

the Samajwadi Party.

Today, 10,000 students
from colleges in Lucknow
received their laptops
from the 39-year-old Chief
Minister, who completes his
first year in office on Friday.
"If this is what we can achieve
in one year, imagine what we
can accomplish over the next
four years," he said.

Some in his target
audience seemed to have got
the  message,
loud and clear.
Pankaj, a first-
year student of a
medical college
in Lucknow, is
now eligible to
vote. When the
next election
. comes around,
he says, the
Chief Minister's
party is likely to
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The Minister of Amiri Dewan Affairs of the State of Kuwait Shaikh Nasser Sabah Al-
Ahmed Al-Jaber Al-Jabar Al-Sabah meeting the Vice President, Shri Mohd. Hamid
Ansari, in New Delhi on March 11,2013.

get his support.
When he was
campaigning across the

state, Mr Yadav expended
much of his time and energy
on young people, promising
them free computers and
tablets if they voted for him.
Lately, he has been

accused of reneging on
another campaign promise -
to sanitise Uttar Pradesh of
"goonda raj" or lawlessness.

One of Mr Yadav's
ministers - Raja Bhaiya,
a politician with a dark
criminal record - was forced
to resign last week after he

was accused of conspiring
in the assassination of a
senior police officer in his
constituency of Kunda.

The murder of Deputy
Superintendent of Police Zia-
ul-Haq is being investigated
by the Central Bureau of
Investigation or CBl. AGENCY

Nazeer’s Delicacies

Family Restaurant
K-28, Kashmiri Market, Vivekanand Marg, Sector-1
R.K. Puram, New Delhi-110066
Tel.: 011-26711786
26163786, 9891665786

Nazeer Hotel Meerut (U.P.)

E-mall : info@nazeer.co.in, Web.: www.nazeer.co.in

e

M, Radicdiagnosis

Dr. Abha Jyorti Parashar

Sr. Consulrant Radiologisy & Ulirasonologis:

Dr. Abba Parashar's Ultrasound Clinic

159, Sukhdev VWihar,
Contact ; 26919340, 46542926 Mob: 9899620200, 9650099108

Yasir Cluthing

thaitmcrurmd & Eageoertey of

Dinesh Gupta

Ph.: 26184575

+ AGGARWAL MEDICOS 4

* ALLOPATHIC « AYURVEDIC + COSMETICS + HERBAL

MNew Delhi-1 10025

| H 880010127 .

‘Stall No. 2, Sec.-1 Market, R. K. Pmllundhl-{' )
E-mail : aggarwalmedicos@gmail.com

AL AM MANSOORI

SULTAN MUSLIM HOTEL

01164639786
09717198786

NAHARI,
ROOMALI ROTI, TANDOORI ROT! & KABAB TIKKA

BEEF, CHICHEN & FISH

Spl. in:
PAYA, QOURMA, BIRYANI, NIKKI ROTI

SPL. ARRAMNGEMENT FOR MARRIAGE & PARTIES




