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T 'STABLE SAYS

Rejecting speculations
about early general elections
after the withdrawl of DMK’s
support from the UPA
government, PM Manmohan
Singh said that his Govt. is
stable.Mr Singh stated that
he expected the elections
to take place on schedule
in 2014.The DMK recently
left the government over its
failure to condemn alleged
atrocities against Sri Lankan
Tamils.The government,
which needs 271 MPs to stay
in power, has the support of at
least 280 MPs.The regional
DMK party, which withdrew
its support last week, has

18 MPs and held
five ministerial
posts in the
Congress party-led
government.The
government  lost
another important
ally - the Trinamool
Congress party
of West Bengal -
last September.
It was upset over
the government's
plan to open the
retail sector to
global supermarket
chains and other
reforms.In the past
weeks, Samajwadi

Party, a crucial ally
from populous Uttar
Pradesh state, has
been expressing
reservations about
its support.

Mr Singh
conceded that there
were "uncertainties"
in running coalitions,
but said he was
hopeful that the
government would
complete its five-
year term  and
push economic
reforms."Alliances
dohavecompulsions
which have to be

takeninto account.We will not
allow these compulsions to
derail the reforms process or
tocreate asituation wherethe
essential task of governing
the country can be put aside,"
he said."We are certainly
dependent on the goodwill
of our allies and | would be
the last to deny that there
are uncertainties."There has
again been speculation about
the revival of a "third front" -
a loose alliance of regional
parties - to take on the ruling
Congress party and the main
opposition Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) in the general
elections. TOP BUREAU

'RAM MANDIR IS NOT THE ISSUE OF
POLITIGS, BUT FRITH': UMA BHARTI

Uma Bharti may darken
the Hindutva saffron colour,
after her presence in the BJP
.In an exclusive interview to a
private channel she said that
a Ram Mandir at Ayodhya in
Uttar Pradesh is not about
politics, but about faith. "No
one can ignore it... it needs
to be sorted and the only
solution is that the temple
should be constructed,"
she said after being made
a party vice-president in the
new BJP team. The newly
appoinded Vice President of
the BJP said there were three
ways that the Ram temple-
Babri masjid dispute could be
solved - through legislation,
out-of-court settlement or

through a judicial process.
As our readers knows that
Bharti was at the heart of the
BJP's campaign to build the
temple at Ayodhya, which the
party had successfully turned
into an election issue in the
1990s. She was prominently
present when the Babri
Masijid was brought down by
kar sevaks or volunteers on
December 6, 1992.

After it came to power
at the Centre and under the
leadership of Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee, the
most moderate face of the
right-wing party, the BJP's
electoral strategy shifted
from Hindutva to good
governance, and once back

in the Opposition, to issues
like corruption. The Ram
temple, once at the core of
the BJP's election promises,
was relegated to the inside
pages of its manifesto.

These years also saw the
BJP increasingly estranged
from other affiliates of the

Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh(RSS), like the
Vishwa Hindu Parishad
(VHP), which accused the
party of abandoning the

Ram temple issue.Early

this year, the RSS ordered
that the Hindutva agenda be
cautiously rekindled, much
to the chagrin of some top
BJP leaders who believe the
party has moved on to more
relevant issues.

But at the massive
Kumbh mela in February,
BJP president Rajnath Singh
was duly present as the VHP
announced a new campaign
to demand the construction
of a Ram temple at Ayodhya.
That Hindutva and the Ram
temple will get prominence in
the BJP's election campaign
for 2014 has been made clear
by the inclusion in key posts
of leaders like Ms Bharti, the
32-year-old Varun Gandhi,

and hardliner Vinay Katiyar.
In the years when the BJP
was in power at the Centre,
Uma Bharti was a minister,
before she was handed the
task of dislodging the well-
entrenched Digvijaya Singh
of the Congress in Madhya
Pradesh. Ms Bharti did that
successfully to  become
Chief Minister of the state.
But a court case forced her out
of the position and she was
later expelled from the party
for disciplinary issues. She
attempted to strike out on her
own and even floated her own
party, but failed to make a mark.
She was vocally grateful when
the BJP took back its prodigal in
2011. TOP BUREAU

MURDERED POLIGE OFFIGER ZIA-UL-
HAQUE'S WIFE _\'ISI'I'S KUNDA

Kunda, Uttar  Pradesh:
Parveen Azad, the wife of
murdered Uttar Pradesh police
officer  Zia-ul-Haque, visited
Kunda today, for the first time
since her husband’s death a
month ago in the violence that
erupted following the murder of a
village headman.Flanked by gun-
toting policemen and now a police
officer herself, Ms Aazd visited the
house where her husband, the
Deputy Superintendent of Police
(DSP) of Kunda, used to live to
collect his belongings.

Undeterred by the powerful
men she's taken on, Ms Azad
said that come what may, she
will continue to fight for justice. "It
does not matter if the guilty is a
King oracommoner, he should be
punished... | will continue to fight,
I will not stop," she said. She has
alleged that former UP minister
and Kunda MLA Raghuraj
Pratap Singh alias Raja Bhaiya
is responsible for her husband's
murder. The allegations led to his
resignation as minister from the
Akhilesh Yadav government.

Dur|ng the five hours she
took to gather her husband's
belongings, the Central Bureau
of Investigation (CBI) too came
calling on Ms Azad, and she had
a message for them. "So far | am
satisfied, but if there are delays

and deviations then | will not sit
quiet," she said. The CBI, which is
probing the case, has registered
four cases pertaining to three
murders in Ballipur village on
March 2 and booked Raja Bhaiya
in one of them on the complaint of
Ms Azad. The former minister's
cousin and Member of State
Legislative Council Akshay Pratap
Singhhas alsobeen questionedin
connection with the case.
MrHaque was killed on March
2 after he reached the village in
Pratapgarh district where the

vilage headman, Nanhe Yadav,
had been shot. An angry mob
reportedly cornered him, and
eight policemen who were with
him allegedly abandoned him.
Three bullets were fired - one killed
Mr Haque; two others killed Mr
Yadav's brother. Pressure is how
mounting on the CBI to crack the
case; RajaBhaiya has stillnotbeen
questioned. Although the agency
is more than two months away from
its deadline of filing a charge sheet
in the case, the CBl realises time is
running out. AGENCY
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The Union Minister for
Commerce, Industry and
Textiles Shri Anand Sharma
yesterday met the Prime
Minister of Zimbabwe, Mr.
Morgan Tsvangirai during
his visit to Harare for the
India-Zimbabwe Joint Trade
Committee (JTC) Meeting.
Shri Sharma briefed the
Zimbabwean Prime Minister
on the fruitful discussions
held earlier  yesterday
between the two sides in the
JTC meeting. Shri Sharma
informed the Prime Minister
of Zimbabwe that India has

offered various capacity
building programmes,
including scholarships

and dedicated courses in
bamboo craft development
and handicrafts, that Lines
of Credit (LOC) proposals
worth USD 400 million from

the Zimbabwean side will be
considered and Zimbabwe
could also avail the ‘Buyers
Credit Scheme’ and the
‘pilot 2 % Interest subvention
scheme’ for projects in
Zimbabwe.  Shri
Sharma  agreed
to the request of [
Mr. Tsvangirai
for providing
assistance in
revival of its textile
industry and in

developing its
nascent diamond
industry.

The India- |
Zimbabwe  Joint -
Trade Committee (JTC)

meeting was co-chaired by
Shri Sharma and the Prof.
Welshman Ncube, Minister
of Industry and Commerce
of Zimbabwe. During the

JTC meeting, the two sides
reviewed the bilateral trade
and investment relations

and held discussions on the
followingareasofcooperation:
Agro/food

Textiles Sector,

Processing Sector, Gems
and Jewellery, industrial
cluster initiatives, Lines of
Credit, capacity building
programmes,  establishing
of Commodity Exchange

in Zimbabwe. During the
meeting, both the Ministers
emphasized that the present
levels of bilateral trade and
investment were  much
below the potential. In the
year 2012, the India-
Zimbabwe  bilateral
trade was USD 166
million, with balance
of trade heavily in
favour of India. The
Zimbabwean Minister
sought investments
and technical
assistance from India
to enable Zimbabwe
in  revival of its
manufacturing sector,
and to achieve greater value
addition and beneficiation
of natural resources, which
will also enable Zimbabwe
to increase the value of its
exports. The Zimbabwean

side also presented to the
Indian side the potential
joint  venture investment
projects from the Industrial
Development Corporation of
Zimbabwe for consideration
of the Indian industry.
Investindia portal launched
during the 2nd India-Africa
Forum Summit could play
a leading role in identifying
the potential investors. It
was noted that India has
already invested in various
sectors in Zimbabwe notably
in mining, pharmaceuticals
and agro-processing.
On being apprised of the
difficulties being faced by
the Indian businessmen in
obtaining Business Visa for
Zimbabwe, the Zimbabwean
Minister assured that they
will be addressing the issue
expeditiously.

Manish Tewari inaugurates
‘Akashvani FM Kendra Ujjain’
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The Minister of State (Independent Charge) for Informallon & Broadcastlng, Shri
ManishTewari at the inauguration of ‘Akashvani FIM Kendra Ujjain’on March 29,2013.

FORMER ODISHA MINISTER RAGHUNATH
MOHANTY ARRESTED IN DOWRY CASE

Raghunath Mohanty,
the former law minister of
Odisha accused of dowry
harassment by his daughter-
in-law, was arrested in
Kolkata this morning. He had
been on the run for the last
two weeks. His wife has been
arrested as well.

Mr Mohanty's son, Raja
Shree Mohanty, was arrested

on March 16 on charges of
torturing his wife for dowry.
Raja Shree Mohanty's wife
Barsa Swony Choudhury

n

has accused him and his
parents of torturing her for
dowry since they got married
in June last year. Her police
complaint forced Raghunath
Mohanty, who held the law,
urban development and
information technology
portfolios, to resign from the
Naveen Patnaik government
earlier this month. AGENCY

CONGRESS ALLEGES US IIEI.EGA'I'IIIII WAS
PAID TO PRAISE NARENDRA MO

The Congress has
accused  Gujarat  Chief
Minister Narendra Modi of
bribing a delegation from
the US, which visited the
state this week, to praise
him. The Congress also
described the delegation's
visit as a marketing gimmick
choreographed by public
relations firms.

The allegations were
made by Gujarat Congress
leader Arjun Modhwadia,
who said "It is a matter of
shame for our state. People
were sent here after taking $
16,000 and they were passed
off as an official delegation.
This is a fraud, Modi should

resign and apologise to the
people."

A report in 'Hi India
a news portal for South
Asians, suggests that the
trip, facilitated by the
US-based Overseas
Friends of BJP, was
privately organised
and an invitation was
circulated via a think
tank. The invite said
the trip was for a select
few and mentioned
cost options. But it is
not confirmed that the
lawmakers actually paid to
be part of the delegation.
The BJP has hit back at the
Congress, saying paying for

visits is not part of its culture.
BJP leader Sudhanshu Mittal
said his party "has no such
culture of paying people to
come visit and promote us.

People from outside came to
visit Narendra Modi because
of his work."

Adelegation of American

lawmakers and businessmen
met Mr Modi on Thursday
and invited him to the US,
a country that he has been
unable to visit since 2005,
when the George
Bush administration
denied him a visa for
his alleged role in the
2002 communal riots
in Gujarat. Republican
Congressman from
lllinois, Aaron Schock,
who led the 18-member
US team, today said,
"All I would say is our
trip here was signed by the
appropriate entities in our
government, specifically the
House of Representatives...

so anybody who wants to
question the legitimacy of
our trip, | would simply like
to say that three members of
Congress just dont' leave the
country (sic)." On Thursday,
he had said, "We have invited
him (Mr Modi) to come over to
the US and share with us the
work that he has done." He
said the team would speak to
the US administration about a
visa for Mr Modi. The Gujarat
Chief Minister had tweeted
after the delegation's visit
saying, "Am thankful to the
members of USA Congress
& business persons for their
kind words on Gujarat's
development." AGENCY

MINISTER BENI PRASAD VERMA FIRES FRESH SALVO AGRINST SAMAJWADI PARTY

Union  minister  Beni
Prasad Verma has once
again lashed out against
the Samajwadi Party, which
continues to keep the
Congress-led UPA alliance on
tenterhooks.

The minister, who
triggered a political furore
recently when he accused
SP chief Mulayam Singh
Yadav of having "links with
terrorists", has now said that
the SP will win only four seats
in the next general elections
and that there will be a funeral
procession for the party. Mr
Verma also hinted that the

Congress should warm up
to BSP chief Mayawati. The
minister believes the BSP will
win big in UP in the 2014 Lok
Sabha elections - he predicts
it will win 36 seats.

SP leader Ram Gopal
Yadav reacted by saying,
"Please don't give so much
importance to Beni Prasad.
He must be important to
the Congress but not to the
Samajwadi Party."But, when
Mr Verma had first attacked
MrYadav, the SP made its fury
clear by disrupting Parliament
repeatedly, demanding an
apology from the minister and

his removal from the Cabinet.
Mr Verma was
reprimanded by his party

following which he had said,
"l am sorry if my remarks have
hurt anybody's sentiments."
But soon after, he attacked
Mr Yadav and his party again

and said, "Those who are
serving the interest of their

family cannot be termed
as  socialists."The  UPA
government relies heavily
on the SP's crucial external
support of 22 MPs in the Lok
Sabha, especially after the
DMK pulled out of the ruling
alliance earlier this month.
Over the past week, Mr Yadav
has made several statements
to indicate that he could be
rethinking that support. In
the recent past, he has also
repeatedly told his partymen
to be ready for early elections.
On Thursday, Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh admitted
there was the possibility

that Samajawadi Party chief
Mulayam Singh Yadav might
pullthe rug from underthe UPA
government, but also said he
was confident his government
would complete its full term.
Yesterday, Finance Minister
P Chidambaram offered an
olive branch to the Yadavs - he
praised Akhilesh's governance
skills and promised to consider
allocatingmorefundstoUP.The
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister in
return said that his party would
not pull support for the central
government -- for now -- so that
‘communal forces' could be
kept at bay.
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ASIAN UNITY DAY, 2 APRIL 2013

This year on “Asian
Unity Day”, April 2, 20183,
let us take a pledge to work
for a Democratic, Secular,
Prosperous and United Asia,
with a view to promoting
World Peace. Pledge is to
be taken by all Asians in
Asia and in other continents
and non-Asian who want to
promote World Peace .The
pledge can be taken at any
convenient time. This may be
doneindividually orin groups.
The "Association for Asian
Union"(AAU) is an NGO
devotedtothe cause of peace
and prosperity in the world by
focusingonthe cause of Asian
unity. It was founded in 2001
in New Delhi, India, by former
Ambassador and Professor
of Political Science, Dr. Beni
Prasad Agarwal and other
like-minded intellectuals.

The AAU has been

organizing Conferences,
Seminars etc since August
2001. and also started

contacting Asian intellectuals
and Governments to promote
its goals from that time.The
AAU started commemorating
the 2nd of April as “Asian
Unity Day” from April 2, 2012
every year, though similar
events were organized earlier
on different days. A large
number of days in a year are
observed as special days
for one cause or another,
on which the UN Secretary
General also issues special
messages. There are special
days for Europe, Africa,
America and for Human
Rights, Disarmament etc. but
no day specially reminding us
of the need for Asian Unity.
AAU has done some
research and come to the
conclusionthatthe2ndof April
should be declared as "Asian
Unity Day" to be celebrated

as such every year. It was
from23 March, to 2 April 1947
that the first Asian Relations
Conference was organized in
New Delhi. Delegations from
28 Asian countries had come
to attend the Conference.The
countries were: Afghanistan,
Armenia, Azerbaijan,
Bhutan, Burma, Cambodia-
Cochin China-Laos, Ceylon,
China, Egypt, Georgia, India,
Indonesia, Iran, Kazakhstan,
Korea, Malaya, Mongolia,
Nepal, Palestine Jewish
Delegation, The Philippines,
Siam, Tajikistan, Tibet, Turkey,
Turkmenistan,  Uzbekistan
and Vietnam. It was a
truly pan-Asian gathering
including participants from
the extreme west of the
continent like Egypt and
Palestine to the extreme east
like Korea and Vietnam and
from Mongolia in the north
to Indonesia in the south. It
is interesting to (2) notice
that 8 of the 28 delegations
were of the central Asian
republics of what was then
the Soviet Union and they are
now independent countries.
ObserversfromArab League,
Australia, London, Moscow,
New York and the UNO were
also present.

In his welcome address
to the delegates, Jawahar
lal  Nehru, then in the
midst of Indian struggle for
independence had said: "It is
fitting that India should play
her part in this new phase
of Asian development. Apart
from the fact that India herself
is emerging into freedom and
independence, she is the
natural centre and focal point
of many forces atworkin Asia.
Geography is a compelling
factor, and geographically
she is so situated as to be the
meeting point of western and

northern and eastern and
southeast Asia. Because of
this the history of India is a
long history of her relations
with other countries of Asia.

Addressing the
Conference on the
concluding day, the April 2,
1947, Mahatma Gandhi had
said: "If you want to give a
message ofimportance tothe
West it must be a message
of love.....The West is
today pining for wisdom. It is
despairing of multiplication of
atom bombs because such
multiplication must destroy
not merely all the West but
the whole world....... It is up
to you to deliver the whole
world and not merely Asia
from wickedness and sin.
That is the precious heritage
which your teachers and my
teachers have left for us."
How relevant this advice of
Mahatma Gandhi is even
today!

At the plenary session
on the 2nd of Aprii a
Resolution (formally moved
by the Chinese delegate,
(Yuan-ning) was adopted, to
establish an organization to
be called “Asian Relations
Organization”. A provisional
“General Council”, consisting
of 30 members from various
countries was appointed.
Nehru was chosen to be the
first Head of the Council. As
it happened, this initiative of
our leaders was overtaken
by the coming of Cold War.
Today the Cold War has been
over for over two and a half
decades. Europe has created
a European Union, and Africa
has created an African Union,
while Asia still lacks a Pan-
Asian body, which is a crying
need of the day.

We all know how the
institutions of the European

Union have changed the
scene in Europe. After the
devastation of the two World
Wars, and hundreds of years
of struggle for the mastery
of Europe, the European
Union has transformed the
continent which was the
most dangerous region of
the world into the most stable
part of the world, while Asia
has become the Continent
of Instability and a potential
source of future World Wars.
It is felt that a positive idea
celebrated annually will help
in counteracting the various
negative currents from time
to time regarding relations
among Asian countries, who
have no option but to live

in peace and amity in this
nuclear age. If the 2nd of
April is celebrated every year
as “Asian Unity Day” it will
promote the cause of peace
and harmony in Asia as well
as the whole World.
Fortunately the
suggested date also falls in
the spring season, a season
of rebirth, renewal and hope
and fit for celebrations. For
additional information Kindly
see the website of AAU :
www.au2010.0rg
Dr.Beni Prasad Agarwal
Former Indian Ambassador

President, Association for
Asian Union
President, Forum for

Confederation in the South Asia

TOGADIA IS CHELENGE FOR
NATIONAL INTEGRATION

Campus Front of India
National President P. Abdul
Nazar through this statement
strongly condemns  the
outrageous and seditious
rants of Dr.Praveen Togadia,
and demands an immediate
arrest of him under the
charges of sedition and
spreading communal hatred.
I's worth noticing that this
isn’t the first time of Togadia
issuing such statements,
he has been a notorious
communal hate monger,
spreading hate all over India.
The laxity and negligence of
the department in restricting
him and arresting him has
been a factor of his unethical
outspokenness against
minorities. In recent past due
to this very person’s ranting
there have been many riots
and communal clashes
across India.

If any minority leader
says anything, then it quickly
lands himinto the jail for many

days, under the notorious
sedition laws of British rule.
Whereas the people like
Togadia, Varun Gandhi,
Uma Barathi, Raja Bhaiya
and Shashi Kala etc are let
off despite spewing more
venomthan anyone else.This
double standard method of
police and administration are
driving the trust of minorities
away from the law and order
and UPA government is mum
over these issues, just for
vote banks. He added

We, Campus Front
of India demand that the
Praveen  Togadia  must
be arrested and until
investigations are completed,
be banned from any public
address. We also demand
to restrict and monitor the
activities of VHP and its wing
Bajrang Dal which have been
involved in innumerable Riots
cases. Inam-ul-Rahman

(General Secretary)
Campus Front of India
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N.KOREA SAYS ENTERS "STATE OF WAR" AGAINST SOUTH

North Korea said on
Saturday it was entering a
"state of war" with South
Korea, but Seoul and its ally
the United States played
down the statement as tough
talk.

Pyongyang also
threatened to close a border
industrial zone, the last
remaining example of inter-
Korean cooperation which
gives the impoverished North
access to $2 billion in trade a
year.The United States said
it took Pyongyang's threats
seriously but cautioned that
the North had a history of
bellicose rhetoric. Russia,
another a permanent U.N.
Security Council member,
urged all sides to show
restraint. Tensions have
been high since the North's
new young leader Kim Jong-
un ordered a third nuclear
weapons test in February,
breaching U.N. sanctions
and ignoring warnings from
North Korea's sole major ally,
China, not to do so."From
this time on, the North-South
relations will be entering the
state of war and all issues
raised between the North
and the South will be handled
accordingly," a statement
carried by the North's official
KCNA news agency said.
KCNA saidthe statementwas
issued jointly by the North's
government, ruling party
and other organisations.The
Seoul government said there

was nothing in the North's
latest statement to cause
particular alarm."North
Korea's statement today ...
is not a new threat but is the
continuation of provocative
threats," the South's
Unification Ministry, which
handles political ties with the
North, said in a statement.

The two Koreas have been
technically in a state of war
since a truce that ended their
1950-53 conflict. Despite its
threats, few people see any
indication Pyongyang will
risk a near-certain defeat
by re-starting full-scale war.
There was no sign of unusual
activity in the North's military

hope that all parties
will  exercise = maximum
responsibility and restraint
and no-one will cross the
point of no return," Grigory
Logvinov, a senior Russian
Foreign Ministry official, told
Interfax news agency.France
said it was deeply worried
about the situation on the

On Friday, Kim signed an
order putting the North's
missile units on standby to
attack U.S. military bases in
South Korea and the Pacific,
after the United States flew
two nuclear-capable stealth
bombers over the Korean
peninsula in a rare show of
force.U.S. officials described
theflightasadiplomatic sortie
aimed at reassuring allies
South Korea and Japan, and
attrying to nudge Pyongyang
back to nuclear talks, though
there was no guarantee
Kim Jong-un would get
the message as intended.

to suggest an imminent
aggression, a South Korean
defence ministry official said.
CALLS FOR RESTRAINT

White House
National Security Council
spokeswoman Caitlin
Hayden said North Korea's
announcement followed a
"familiar pattern" of rhetoric.
Russia, which has often
balanced criticism of North
Korea, a Soviet-era client
state, with calls on the United
States and South Korea
to refrain from belligerent
actions, said a recurrence of
war was unacceptable."We

Korean peninsula  while
NATO Deputy Secretary
General Alexander Vershbow
said the alliance hoped "that
this is more posturing than
a prelude to any armed
hostilities."

China has repeatedly
called for restraint on the
peninsula.The North has
been threatening to attack
the South and U.S. military
bases almost on a daily
basis since the beginning of
March, when U.S. and South
Korean militaries started
routine drills that have been
conducted for decades

without incident.Many in
the South have regarded
the North's willingness to
keep open the Kaesong
industrial zone, located just
a few miles (km) north of the
heavily-militarised  border,
as a sign that Pyongyang
will not risk losing a lucrative
source of foreign currency
by mounting a real act of
aggression.The  Kaesong
zone is a vital source of hard
currency for the North and
hundreds of South Korean
workers and vehicles enter
daily after crossing the
armed border."If the puppet
traitor group  continues
to mention the Kaesong
industrial zone is being kept
operating and damages our
dignity, it will be mercilessly
shut off and shut down,"
KCNA quoted an agency
that operates Kaesong
as saying in a statement.
Closure could also trap
hundreds of South Korean
workers and managers of
the more than 100 firms
that have factories there.
The North has previously
suspended operations at the
factory zone at the height
of political tensions with the
South, only to let it resume
operations later.North Korea
has cancelled an armistice
agreement with the United
States that ended the Korean
War and cut all hotlines with
U.S.forces, the United Nations
and South Korea. AGENCY

POPE BENEDIGCT XVI BESIEHS PAI'III:Y GONVERTS TO ISLAM

Pope Benedict XVI
revealed to the world that
he will be stepping down
from the Catholic Church’s
highest office. “Through
prayer and reflection
over the past years,” the
world’s holiest man began,
“I've realized that Allah is
the one true God.” Amid
clattering camera shutters

NOTICE:

Times of Pedia does
not guarantee, directly or
indirectly, the quality or
efficacy of any product
or services described in
the advertisements or
other material which is
commercial in nature in this
Newspaper. Furthermore,
Times of Pedia assumes
no responsibility for the
consequences attributable
to inaccurancies or errors
in the printing of any
published material from the
news agencies or articles
contributed by readers. It is
not necessary to agree with
the views published in this
Newspaper. All disputes to
be settled in Delhi Courts
only.

and roaring reporters, Pope
Benedict patiently answered
questions, citing traditional
Muslim folklore as well as
passages from the Quran
to explain his decision. His
session was interrupted
only once, when he swiveled
South-East to face Mecca,
stooped to the ground, and
recited the Asr, one of the
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five daily prayers central to
Muslim belief.

The startling reversal
comes as a shock to many
familiar with the Pope’s
policies on Islam. “Show
me just what Muhammad
brought that was new and
there you will find things
only evil and inhuman, such
as his command to spread
by the sword the faith he
preached,” the Bishop of
the Vatican famously said
of Islam in his 2006 lecture
Faith, Reason and the
University—Memories and
Reflections.

When asked about the
quote, Pope Benedict sighed
with good-humored remorse
and chuckled quietly to
himself: “Yeah I've regretted
that for some time. But | was
young and naive... | see
things much clearer now.
Besides, I've always kinda
liked the thought of having
a sword. The Cardinals
were a real pain on that
one.” When asked whether
he would be reverting to his
born name, Pope Benedict
enthusiastically interjected.
“I've decided to change
my name to Sajjad Sayyid
Ratzinger,” His Ex-Holiness
explained. “I'm keeping my
surname purely for logistical

reasons, so my Facebook
friends and Twitter followers
won’t be confused.”

His transition hasn’t
been without opposition.
Hours after the press

conference, a special Fox
and Friendssegment aired

on FOXNEWS, featuring
a picture of the Pope
photoshopped to include
stereotypical Islamic

features, including: a turban
inplaceofhismitre,darkened
complexion, black hair, and
Arabic letters spelling out
an endorsement of Barack
Hussein Obama tattooed
across his chest. Beneath

the picture, the panel
discussed the possible
involvement of Pope
Benedict XVI, 85, in 9/11.

The segment’s title, “The
Holy Heathen,” emblazoned
the lower left corner of
the screen. This morning,
newspapers nationwide
featured an editorial by
Bill O’Reilly detailing the
parallelsbetweenthe Pope’s
“betrayal of God-loving
Christians everywhere”
with the “betrayal of the
American people and the
Constitution by Benedict
Arnold, his liberal agenda,
and his radical left-wing
entourage.” AGENCY
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Anna Hazare on Friday
night visited Aam Aadmi
Party chief Arvind Kejriwal
at his indefinite hunger strike
site in Delhi and urged him
to call off his fast citing his
deteriorating health.

The meeting between Mr
Hazare and Mr Kejriwal took
place at around 10:50 pm.

This is the first time
that both Mr Hazare and Mr
Kejriwal came on a common
platform since they parted
ways in September last year.
Mr Kejriwal's fast against
"inflated" power bills entered
the seventh day on Friday.

Mr Hazare, who had split

with Mr Kejriwal in September
last year on the question of
the anti-corruption movement
taking a political plunge, was
on way to Amritsar where he
will launch his nation-wide
tour on Sunday.

After his arrival at the
Delhi airport, Mr Hazare said
he would ask Mr Kejriwal
to break his fast as his
health was deteriorating.
"Government wants us to die,
but we should fight," he said.

Mr Hazare said one or
two days more of fasting is
okay but not more than that.
He said he had asked Mr
Kejriwal to break the fast as

the struggle is a long one.

“I told him we should not
kill ourselves. These fasts are
bringing awareness among
people. People in the whole

(T L]
country have awakened now.
In future, we will continue to
tolerate till we can and then
break the fast and once we
regain healthwe shouldagain
stand up to fight. This is not
a four-day battle. But a very

long war," Mr Hazare said
addressing the crowd.He
said Mr Kejriwal is not asking
for money or administrative
position but just asking the
government to take note of
the trouble that the poor are
going through. "If a poor man
gets an electricity bill of Rs.
3,000-4,000, from where
is he going to pay," he said.
Thanking Mr Hazare, Mr
Kejriwal said he was grateful
to the veteran activist for
taking time to meet him.

The meeting has come
as a shot in the arm for Mr
Kejriwal as a large number
of volunteers have delinked

themselves from the
movement citing that they
want to remain apolitical.
Mr Hazare was against the
anti-corruption ~ movement
turning into a political party
as planned by Mr Kejriwal.
Mr Hazare had last week
said Mr Kejriwal had visited
him earlier this month to seek
his blessings before the fast
and invite him. He had said
he was not with any party.
The septuagenarian activist,
however, had said he will
see if he gets time to visit Mr
Kejriwal and that there was
no harm if two men meet and
talk. AGENCY

TRANSPORTERS GCALL OFF PROPOSED STRIKE FROM APRIL 1

New Delhi: Transporters
body AIMTC on Friday
said it has called off the
proposed indefinite strike
that was to begin from April
1 following assurance from
the government that steps
will be taken to facilitate
resolution of issues raised
by it."The AIMTC calls off
their proposed indefinite
chakkajam from midnight of
April 1, 2013 and hope that
the government will abide
by its commitment to road
transport sector," All India
Motor Transport Congress
President Malkit Singh said

in a statement.lt added that
marathon meetings were
held with the Ministry of Road
Transport and Highways
(MoRTH) over the past few
days and all the issues were
discussed threadbare.

"Our issues were
considered sympathetically
as the (MoRTH) Secretary
(Vijay Chhibber) also felt that
these were genuine concerns
and should be resolved in a
time-bound manner," the
statement said.

The ministry said in a
statement: "The AIMTC has
called off the proposed strike

after its representatives met
the Secretary, MORTH here
today... During the Meeting,
Secretary ...assured that
ministry  appreciates the
requests of AIMTC and
will take steps to facilitate
resolution of issues."Earlier,
AIMTC had warned that
75 lakh trucks and 40 lakh
buses will stop plying from
April 1 if demands, including
withdrawal of hike in diesel
prices and rollback of hike
in third party insurance
premium, were not met.The
AIMTC statement said that
one of its major demands

to bring transparency in
the Third Party Premium
Tariff Structure and prior
consultations with it has been
accepted.

“In case any relief that
may come with discussion
with IRDA any reduction in
Third Party Premium will
be applicable w.e.f April
1, 2013, it added.The
transporters body further
said that the government has
agreed to initiate the process
of Annual Toll Permit Scheme
and examine the same for
feasibility.

Moreover,

it said, the

ministry has also agreed
in- principal to send a
written note to the Ministry
of Petroleum and Natural
Gas suggesting quarterly or
half yearly revision of diesel
prices.

AIMTC, an apex body of
transporters (both cargo and
passenger), was pitching for
withdrawal of the hike in third
party insurance premium,
rollback of partial de-control
of diesel prices and removal
of anti-dumping duty on import
of tyres, saying these issues
have adversely impacted road
transport sector.

SAMAJWADI PARTY IS SUPPORTING UPA TO KEEP
COMMUNAL FORGES AT BAY: AKHILESH YADAVY

Fickle ally Samajwadi
Party has assured the UPA
government that it is not
withdrawing the external
support it provides just yet.
That came with a disclaimer
- Uttar Pradesh chief minister
Akhilesh Yadav said the
support was only to keep
"communal forces at bay."

It was evening on Friday
by the time Mr Yadav said,
"I don't want to get into the

arithmetic. We are only
supporting them to stop
communal forces." He also

said that his father and SP
chief Mulayam Singh Yadav
would decide when to pull the
plug on the UPA government,
but his party was ready for
elections.

In the morning, the CM

shared stage with Finance
Minister P Chidambaram in
Lucknow; the latter patted
him on the back, praised his
skills in governance, and,
noting that UP had large
financial needs, promised
to consider more Central
funds for the state. Only
last evening Prime Minister
Manmohan  Singh  had
acknowledged that the SP
could withdraw support and
Mr Chidambaram's attempt
was seen as the Congress
extending an olive branch to
an important ally. The BJP's
Ravi Shankar Prasad called
it a "lollipop" to "bribe the
Samajwadi Party with."

Mr Yadav senior has
kept the UPA on tenterhooks
ever since its ally the DMK

walked out last week, making
it depend even more heavily
on the SP. He has made
scathing attacks on the
Congress even accusing it
of "cheating the
people.
PrimeMinister
Manmohan Singh
said last evening
that despite allies
causing instability,
he is confident that
his  government
will finish its full
term. Elections
are due only in
mid-2014, but
Mr Yadav's party
says it expects
polls by November
this year and also
that a non-BJP,

non-Congress Third Front
coalition will form the next
government.

The UPA, after the exit
of the DMK, has 223 MPs in
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the Lok Sabha and depends
heavily on the SP's 22 and
BSP's 21 to touch the half-
way mark and keep its head
above the water. AGENCY
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NEPAL CLAMPS DOWN ON SCHOOLS TEACHING IIIIIIIIII SUBJECTS

Kathmandu: Nepal
has ordered five private
schools that teach Indian
studies and subjects, to stop
admiting new admissions.
The Ministry of Education
has asked five schools
conducting examinations
under India's Central Board
of Secondary Education,
not to admit new students
for the new academic year,
official daily Gorkhapatra
reported quoting District
Education Officer Baikuntha

Aryal.Those violating the
government's instruction will

be penalised.

The schools running
under Central Board of
Secondary Education

(CBSE) system are Modern
Indian School, Rai School,
Alok  Vidyashra, Rupy's
International School and
Chadbagh School, according
to the government daily. The
decision of the education
ministry will affect nearly
6,000 students who are

enrolled in these schools.
The education ministry
said it has already sent
a letter to the concerned
schools in this regard saying
that they cannot function with
CBSE system as they were
not given permission to do so.
Indian Embassy officials
were not available for
commentinthis regard as the
embassy remained closed
today. There are around 14
schools which are running
under the Indian educational

system. Indian government
grants  scholarships  to
more than 2,000 Nepalese
students studying various
subjects annually. Recently,
the DAV Sushil Kedia Higher
Secondary School, which is
also run under CBSE, has
been targeted with violent
attacks by students' and
teachers' unions affiliated
to the CPN-Maoist, the
breakaway faction of the
Unified CPN-Maoist,
apparently  for  teaching

Indian subjects.

Last year, CPN-Maoist
had also forcibly banned the
screening of Indian movies
and entry of vehicles with
Indian number plates into
Nepal. The organisations
have claimed that using the
Indian educational system is
against the national interest
of Nepal. However, there
are many private schools
using American and British
Education System in Nepal.
Agency
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Followingisthetextofthe
Prime Minister’s statement at
the plenary session of the 5th
BRICS Summit at Durban,
South Africa today:

“Please allow me to
begin by congratulating
South Africa for hosting this
important Summit. As India
passes the baton of the
Chairmanship of BRICS to
South Africa, it does so with
a sense of satisfaction at the
distancethatwehavecovered
in the course of the past year.
| wish to convey my profound
gratitude to our BRICS
partners and colleagues for
their unstinted support to
India in discharging its duties
as Chair. 1 am confident
that President Zuma’s wise
leadership in the coming
year will further strengthen
intra-BRICS cooperation
and increase its global role
and relevance. Over the
past year, our ministerial
and official consultations
have intensified across a
broad range of areas. BRICS
coordinationandconsultation
has become an integral
part of our participation in
international forums, such
as G-20. It has given us a
stronger voice in articulating
our shared concerns. It has
enabled us to participate
more effectivelyinaddressing
global challenges. We have
also deepened our efforts to
promote peace, stability and
security through a meeting of
National Security Advisers.

People to people
contacts, exchanges
amongst our think-tanks,

and engagement between
our business communities
have strengthened. We
have explored new areas
of interaction, such as
addressing the common
challenges of urbanization
and cooperating on customs
and revenue issues. The
BRICS Development Bank
initiative has opened the
doors to new possibilities of

cooperation. Today, we are
completing the first cycle
of BRICS Summits. It is my
belief that, over the last five
Summits, our forum has
become more cohesive and
more relevant. We derive as
much value from our diversity
as from our synergies;
equally, we stand to benefit
enormously from our
convergence and collective
strength. As we look to the
future, the progress over the
pastfive years encourages us
to set higher ambitions, seek
new avenues and set new
goals for our cooperation.
However, our roadmap for
the future should focus on
consolidating and deepening
our existing cooperation.
We should also carefully
prioritize existing and new
areas, keeping in view our
strengths, our resources and
the difference we can make,
both for our people and the
world. lwould like to make five
suggestions in this regard.
First, our foremost
challenge is to respond to
the persisting weaknesses
in the global economy, the
financial crisis overhang
and the inevitable long term
structuralchangesinthe post-
2008 world. Recognizing
that BRICS countries will
remain key drivers of global
economic growth, we should
further sustain our growth
by harnessing the vast
opportunities for expanding
trade and investment ties
between ourselves. Each
of us has unique sets of
resources and strengths
and we should exploit our
complementarities for mutual
benefit. We should also seek
increased cooperation in
manufacturing and services
sectors.Themeasuresagreed
upon today will help us meet
these objectives. Second,
the external focus of our
research and development
cooperation tends to be on
the developed world. It would
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be equally useful, though,
to encourage collaboration
between institutions in
BRICS countriesbecause our
experiences and solutions
will have relevance for each
other, particularly in areas
like energy, food security,
education, healthcare,
sustainable developmentand
IT-enabled public services.
Third, we should individually
and collectively work to make
economic development more
broad-based and inclusive.
This is not only a moral
imperative, but a pragmatic
approach to make the global
economy more sustainable
and enhance political and
social stability in vulnerable

parts of the world.
Fourth, we  should
work more cohesively in

international  forums  to
advance the agenda of
sustained global economy
recovery and promote a
balanced outcome on issues
such as trade, sustainable
development and climate
change, in a manner that
protects our shared interests
and those of the entire
developing world. Finally, we
should work for a reform of
global institutions of political
and economic governance
that reflects contemporary
realities and equips them
more effectively to deal with
emerging challenges. In
particular, reformofthe United
Nations Security Council
and the IMF are urgently
needed. Our collective efforts
in each of these areas would
be of great benefit to Africa.
However, BRICS should also
directly support the process
of development and change
now underway in Africa. The
overarching Summit theme of
partnership between BRICS
and Africa is, therefore,
very apt. The outcomes
of this Summit reflect
our shared commitment
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in this regard. The world
today faces uncertainties,
turbulence and transition on
an unprecedented scale,
leading to multiple economic
and security challenges for
us. Terrorism, piracy and
the emerging threats from
cyber-space are important
security concerns for us. Itis
incumbentuponustouseour
collective voice and capacity
and make an effective and
meaningful contribution
to addressing these
challenges and fostering
global peace, stability and
security. In conclusion, let
me once again reaffirm
the importance that India
attaches to BRICS, not
only for the benefit of our
people, but also for the
world at large. My conviction
comes not merely from our
capacity, but also from the
purposeful manner in which
we have worked together. |
am sure the forum will scale
new heights in the years to
come. | assure President
Zuma of our full support as
he leads this forum over the
coming year.
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The Speaker, Lok Sabha, Smt. Meira Kumar and the Minister of State (Independent Charge) for Information &
Broadcasting, Shri Manish Tewari going round the photo exhibition at the 2nd National Photo Awards 2011-12
function, organised by the Photo Division, Ministry of 1&B, in New Delhi on March 28,2013.The Director, Photo
Division, Shri D. Sengupta is also seen.
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The Prime inister, Dr. Manmohan Singh with the President of the People’s Rpublic of
China, Mr. Xi Jinping, the President of Brazil, Ms. Dilma Rousseff, the President of the Russian
Federation, Mr.Vladimir Putin and the President of the Republic of South Africa, Mr. Jacob

Zuma, during the Fifth BRICS Summit, at Durban, South Africa on March 27,2013.

The Prime Minister, Dr. Manmohan Singh addressing the

Plenary Session of the Fifth BRICS Summit, at Durban,
South Africa on March 27,2013.



