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PRANAEB MUKHER.JEE REGCEIVES BANGLADESH'S
SECOND HIGHEST AWARD

Dhaka: Bangladesh on
Monday conferred its second
highest award on President
Pranab Mukherjee for his
valuable contribution to the
country's liberation war in
1971.

“Yoursupporttowardsour
War of Liberationin 1971 was
for the cause of humanity and
justice... your support gave
us courage and motivation,"
President Zillur Rahman said
after handing over a crest of
‘Bangladesh ~ Muktijuddho
Sanmanona' (Liberation War
award) to Mr Mukherjee at
a ceremony at the Darbar
Hall in the Presidential
Palace (Bangabhaban)
here on Monday evening.Mr
Mukherjee, 77, received the
crest amid a standing ovation
of more than 200 local and
foreign dignitaries including
Prime  Minister  Sheikh
Hasina. The  President
responded to the honour
by saying "I feel humble as |
receive this prestigious award
and | feel that my contribution
was modest".

"As | stand here tonight,
| am filled with memories
of the events of 1971. | was
36-years-oldandan MP when
the people of Bangladesh
engaged themselves in their
liberationstruggle,"headded.

He recalled that on June 15,
1971 he had the privilege to
initiate a discussion at Rajya
Sabha when he suggested
that India should accord
recognition to Bangladesh
exile government.

Mr Mukherjee said India
has an abiding interest in the
all-around development of
Bangladesh. However, thefull
potential of our cooperation
is yet to be tapped, he said.
"Our endeavour will be to see
how our bilateral cooperation
can bring sustained benefits
to our people and improve
the quality of their lives. This
will be the litmus test of the
success of our relationship,"
he said. Ms Hasina described
Mr Mukherjee as "a real
friend" of Bangladesh who
"braving all obstacles from
different  quarters  stood
beside us when the war was
waged at the call of Father
of the Nation Bangabandhu
Sheikh  Mujibur  Rahman
and played a big role in
mobilising support of the
international community for
our independence."

"As a nation, it's an
immense pride for us to have
opportunity to confer the
‘Bangladesh ~ Muktijuddho
Sammanona’ on  you."
she said. The Bangladesh

President said Mr
Mukherjee's support for the
country's War of Liberation
is written "with the golden
ink in the country's national
history and the nation always
recalls the contribution with
due gratitude". "Today's
recognition is not for your
role in our War of Liberation,
rather, it's a symbol of modest
gratitude to you on behalf of
the entire nation," he said.

Ms Hasina said the
Indian government tried its
best to free Bangabandhu
Sheikh  Mujibur  Rahman
from Pakistani prison and
the support of India had
accelerated "our stride to
achieve independence."

The Prime Minister
hoped that the visit of the
Indian  President  would
further  strengthen  the
existing brotherly relations
between Bangladesh and
India. The high symbolism
of Mr Mukherjee getting the
award is evident from the
fact it came at a time when
there is a renewed focus in
Bangladesh on the values
associated with the liberation
struggle following the trial
of radical Jamaat-e-Islami
leaders who had collaborated
with Pakistani troops in 1971.

The trial of the Islamists

The President, Shri Pranab Mukherjee being presented
the Bangladesh Liberation War Honour by the President
of Bangladesh, Mr. Md. Zillur Rahman, at Dhaka,
Bangladesh on March 04,2013.The Prime Minster of
Bangladesh Mrs. Sheikh Hasina is also seen.

for the crimes they committed
during the liberation war of
Bangladeshin 1971 triggereda
mass uprising against religious
fundamentalism.Former
Indian Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi was posthumously
given the same award in July
last year. Congress President
Sonia Gandhi had received the
award on her mother-in-laws
behalf. Mr Mukherjee said it
was India's first Prime Minister
Jawaharlal Nehru who had
stated that "where freedom is
menaced or justice threatened
or where aggression takes
place, we cannot be and
shall not be neutral".Indira

Gandhi "without any hesitation
translated the vision of Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru into action
by extending the support to the
people of Bangladesh" during
the liberation warin 1971.
Driving home  the
importance India attaches
to Bangladesh, Mukherjee
said much like the liberation
war in 1971, India today
stands beside the people
of this country."We will walk
with you as equal partners,
should to shoulder, arm in
arm. It is no wonder that
India and her people share
a special connection with
Bangladesh", he said.

The  Uttar
government on  Monday
recommended a probe
by Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) into the
murder of Kunda deputy
superintendent of police
(DSP) Zia-ul-Haque.

The state government's
decision came soon after
Chief Minister Akhilesh Yadav
met Haque's widow Parveen
Azad at her residence in
Pratapgarh district. He had
assured her of CBI probe as
demanded by the woman.

After the chief minister's
assurance, the DSP's wife
agreed to perform Haque's
last rites. She had earlier
refused to hold her husband's
funeral until the chief
minister's visit and proper
action into the case. She had
even threatened to commit
suicide in front of the chief
minister's residence if she
was denied justice.

Yadav said the officer's
family would be awarded a
compensation of Rs.50 lakh

Pradesh

and one of his dependents
would get a government job.
He said a probe was already
on in the case and former
minister Raghuraj Pratap
Singh alias Raja Bhaiya
would be arrested if he was
found to be guilty.

The chief minister faced
strong protests during his
visit to Pratapgarh. People

e] I

shouted slogans against the
state government as soon as
the chief minister reached.
Agitated over the killings of
DSP and two others, they
shoved the chief minister and
others who accompanied him
to the slain officeras house.
The police had to resort
to mild cane-charge to control
the crowd. Senior Minister
Azam Khan accompanied

Yadav on the visit.

Earlier in the day, UP
DGP A.C. Sharma also faced
massive protests when he
went to meet the victims'
families. He was held hostage
by the agitated protesters
for a couple of hours. There
were also protests against
the controversial politician,
Raja Bhaiya, in Pratapgarh,
which is considered the
tainted leader's stronghold.
As the incident's fallout, he
had to quit as the food and
civil supplies minister after
being accused of getting the
DSP killed.

Alleging a  political
conspiracy against him, Raja
Bhaiya has also demanded
a CBI probe into the DSP
killing. Eight policemen,
including  Kunda  police
station'sinspector, have been
suspended in connection
with the incident. These
policemen had allegedly fled
the spot when the DSP was
attacked in Ballipur village on
Saturday.

At least 40 Syrian soldiers

Baghdad:  Unidentified
gunmen killed at least
40 Syrian soldiers and

government employees who
were being taken to the Syrian
border by Iragi authorities on
Monday after fleeing into Iraq
from a Syrian rebel attack last
week, Iraqgi officials said. A
convoy carrying the Syrians
was ambushed in Iraqg's
western province of Anbar,
where thousands of Iraqi
Sunnis have been protesting
daily for more than two
months against the Shi'ite-led
governmentandtheperceived
marginalisation of their sect.
The conflict in neighbouring
Syria, where mainly Sunni
Muslim rebels are fighting to
overthrow a leader backed
by Shi'ite Iran, is whipping up
sectarian tensions in Iraq and
the wider Middle East.

That has raised concerns
of a return to the kind of
sectarian strife that killed tens
of thousands in Iraq in 2006-
2007. "The incident took
place in Akashat when the
convoy carrying the Syrian

soldiers and employees was
on its way to the al-Waleed
border crossing," a senior

Iragi official said. "Gunmen
set up an ambush and killed
40 of them, plus some lIraqi
soldiers who were protecting
the convoy."

The Iraqi officials said
some 65 Syrian soldiers and

government employees had
handed themselves over
to Iraq on Friday after anti-
government rebels seized the
Syrian side of the Yaarabiya
frontier crossing. Anbar's
Sunnis have been venting
frustrations that have built
up since the US-led invasion
overthrew the Sunni Muslim
dictator Saddam Hussein and
empowered lIraqi's majority
Shi'ites.
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All-women bank: Women's groups ‘thank'
sonia Gandhi; .Iustu:e Verma slams it

Delhiisunderamenacing
grip of swine flu. More than
1000peoplearedownwiththe
fluin the last two months - the
highest in the county. At least
11 people are reported dead.
The Delhi government says
the situation is not worrisome
yet and the city's hospitals
have enough medicines and
isolation wards ready. It's a
claim many would contest,
like this relative of a patient at
a city hospital. He says: "On
the first day we came, the
hospital ran out of ventilators
since there were so many
patients. | called as many as
25 hospitals. All of them said
they had no ventilators left.
It took me two days to find a
ventilator for my relative. Now
he is stable." The swine flu
concernis notrestrictedtothe
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The Union Steel Minister, Shri Beni Prasad Verma addressing at the launch of a book
entitled "Indian Saga of Steel", in New Delhi on March 04,2013

DELHI HAS 1000 SWINE FLU CASES, HIGHEST IN COUNTRY

Capital alone. A prolonged
wet winter has seen its rise in
several states.

The Health
says 275 people

Ministry
have

died from swine flu-related
complications

between

A

January 1 and February 27
this year. Rajasthan reported
112 deaths - highest in the
country - and 586 cases. In

Gujarat,
died;

58 people have
312 cases were

reported. Haryana had 317
cases and 38 fatalities. In
Punjab, 32 people died and

Times of Pedia

150 cases were reported.
Rajasthan Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot today sought
to assure people that his
government was battling the
challenge. "The figures were
less in the last three years.
This time, there has been a
spurt in cases, particularly
in December, January and
February. The government is
doing everything possible to
provide medicines and help,"
he said.

The swine flu attack was
the worst in 2009 when more
than 980 people died and
over 27,000 people tested
positive. While this year has
been better so far, doctors
have a simple advice: do
not ignore symptoms like
breathlessness, high fever or
sore throat. AGENCY
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CTC books record 5.02 lakh

e-tickets on single day

Indian Railway Catering
and Tourism Corporation
(IRCTC) booked  more
than five lakh rail e-tickets
yesterday, surpassing the
earlier one-day sales record
set in July last year.The
Corporation booked 5.02
lakh e-tickets, crossing the
earlier figure of 4.96 lakh
e-tickets booked on July 7 last
year, an IRCTC official said.
The record, he said, comes
at a time when the IRCTC is
facing criticism of its website
failingtocope upwiththe peak
hour rush for Tatkal bookings
and during festive season.
IRCTC had recently invested
Rs. 3.5 crore in enhancing
the efficiency of the website
and another Rs. three crore
in augmenting the software
licenses and storage area
network.

The system is now being
upgraded with more powerful
Hexa Core servers (with
64GB RAM) from the earlier
Dual Core servers (with

8GB RAM), which is costing
nearly Rs. four crore, the
official said."With the above
investment/upgradation, we
are hopeful to achieve around
40-45 per cent increase in
the booking during the Tatkal
hours," he said.At present,

the booking rate to 7,200
tickets per minute from its
present around 2,000 tickets.
He had declared that the site,
expected to be ready by the
year-end, would be able to
handle 1.2 lakh users at any
point of time as compared to

the e-ticketing site books
around 48 per cent of the
total reserved tickets on the
Indian Railways network.
Railway Minister Pawan
Bansal, in his budget speech,
had announced revamping
the IRCTC site by increasing

its existing capacity of 40,000
users.IRCTC has already
started working on this
augmentation, in which they
are investing crores of rupees
to install future generation
hardware and software.
AGENCY

When Finance M|n|ster P
Chidambaram announcedthe
setting up of a public sector
bank exclusively for women
with an initial capital of Rs.
1000 crore, the key women
leaders, whether it was
Congress President Sonia
GandhiorBJP leader Sushma
Swaraj or even speaker Meira
Kumar, thumpedtheirdesksin

approval.
But the Budget day
announcement has  got

a big thumbs down from
Justice J S Verma, the head
of a government panel that
examined laws on crimes
against women.Speaking in
Aligarh, Justice Verma called
the all-women bank idea
mere tokenism and a move
that wouldn't work if social
mindsets stayed the same. He
said, "lthinkweneedtochange
the mindset. By setting up a
separate bank for women,
we will be further segregating
them. That's why I think social
change is needed." Justice
Verma's comment came on
a day when scores of women
affiliated to the Congress
party called on Congress
President Sonia Gandhi to
thank her for the pro-women
initiatives in the Budget.Yet
as the press release from
the Mahila Congress proudly
announced that the women
thanked Mrs Gandhi for the
all-women bank, many NDTV
spoke to had no idea why they
had met the UPA chairperson.

One woman who had
come all the way from Nashik
said, "We want to thank her
for all the packages given
specially for women." When
asked what those were, she
shrugged saying she didn't
have the details but still
wanted to thank the Congress

from

lady
Haryana, who had come
with her grand-daughter told

leader.Another .

NDTV, "Nothing happened
inside. We just went in, saw
her and returned."After a
littte more prodding she was
candid enough to admit that
all she wanted was a picture
with the leader. A lady
from Lajpat Nagar in south
Delhi, who came with a big
group, said she was only
accompanying her friends
and had no details. Her friend
said she wanted to thank Mrs
Gandhi for the ‘'annashree
yojana', the ration cards and
LPG cap being increased.
When pointed outthatitwasn't
a part of the Budget, she
directed us to another friend
who was more than eager to
complete the sentence for her.
She told us, "We want LPG
prices to be reduced, more
tax rebates, for women and
senior citizens."So did you go
with demands or to thank her,
we asked. "No, no today we
made no demands, we only
thanked her."Elsewhere inthe
city though the reactions were
sharper. A college student
said, "This will not help. It will
only push women more into a
corner. It's like telling women,
you needto be segregated, so
we are giving you a bank!"In
the absence of more details
on how the women's bank
would work, the question
many are asking was this
move made with an eye on
2014? AGENCY

ACTIVIST IROM SHARMILA TO BE
FLOWN TO DELHI TOMORROW TO
APPEAR IN A COURT

Imphal: Social activist Irom
Sharmila, who has been on fast
for about 12 years demanding
the repeal of controversial
Armed Forces Special Powers
Act (AFSPA), would be flown to
Delhi tomorrow in connection
withacourtcase, official sources
said today.

Sharmila would be flown
to Delhi tomorrow as she
has to appear before a court
in connection with the fast
she undertook in Delhi in the
past demanding the repeal
of AFSPA, Imphal central jail
superintendent IK MUivah said.

She has to appear before the
courtunder section 309 of Indian
Penal Code (attempt to commit
suicide) for fasting at Jantar
Mantar in Delhi.Sharmila has
launched her fast unto death in
2000 after 10civilians were killed
by Assam Rifles personnel at
Malom area near Imphal airport.
Sheis now injail and is being fed
through her nose at a hospital in
Imphal. AGENCY

MINISTRY OF 1&8B REGCOGNISES
SANDEEP MARWAN’s ENDEVOURS

A high level delegation of
PHD Chamber of Commerce and
Industry led by Sandeep Marwah
Chairperson Entertainment and
Media Committee, Satish Girotra
Chairperson Culture & Sports
Committee and Senior Secretary
Yogesh Sriivastava called on Uday
Kumar Varma ,Secretary , Ministry
of Information & Broadcasting
Government of India.lt was
proposed during the meetingthat
PHD Chamber of Commerce
will work hand in hand with the
Ministry of I&B to organize fim
festivals, seminars, workshops,
symposiums, interaction programs
efc. during this year in celebrating

100 years of Indian
Cinema.Sandeep
Marwah  briefed
the Secretary of
Ministry of 1&B with
his World Record of
producing largest number of short
films where 9000 film makers have
been involved from 90 countries
of the World in completing 1800
short films produced by Marwah
Films & Video Production NOIDA.
The Ministry appreciated Sandeep
Marwah’s untiring efforts in this
direction.Mr Marwah also organised
an |International conference in
last days on Global journalism
celebration Noida. AGENCY
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ACTORS WILL SMITH, EVA LONGORIA AMONG BARAGK
IIBIIMII I:AMPAIGN'S TOP I’IINIIIIAISEIIS

Washington:
President Barack Obamas
top fundraisers brought in at
least $186 million for his re-
election campaign.

Mr Obama's campaign
on Saturday released a
list of 770 top donors who
brought in between $186.6
million and $268 million.

The president's re-election
campaign raised nearly $1
billion to defeat Republican
Mitt Romney.

Nearly 250 campaign
bundlers eachraised atleast
$500,000 for the president.
Those donors included
actors Will Smith and his
wife Jada Pinkett-Smith,

Eva Longoria, Wendell
Pierce and film producer
Harvey Weinstein. Other top
donors included musician
Gwen Stefani, fashion editor
Anna Wintour, Maryland
Governor Martin O'Malley
and Virginia gubernatorial
candidate Terry McAuliffe.
AGENCY

Syria conflict: Assad accuses UK of Bullyving

Syrian President Bashar
al-Assad has accused the
British government of bullying
and naivety in its approach to
the conflict in his country.

In an interview with
the UK's Sunday Times
newspaper, he said Britain
was determined to militarise
the situation.He repeated his
conditional offer of talks with
the opposition and dismissed
suggestionsthathemightstep
down.The UK says it supports
the Syrian oppositionbutdoes
not provide rebels with arms.
However, at a recent Friends
of Syria meeting in Rome,
Foreign Secretary William
Hague said military aid was
possible in the future.

Assad, in arare interview

with a Western newspaper,
accused UK Prime Minister

David Cameron's "naive,
confused, unrealistic"
government of trying to

end an EU arms embargo
so that the rebels could be
supplied with weapons."We
do not expect an arsonist to
be a firefighter," he said."To
be frank, Britain has played
a famously unconstructive
role in our region on different
issues for decades, some say
for centuries.

"The problem with this
government is that their
shallowandimmaturerhetoric
only highlights this tradition of
bullying and hegemony."He
added: "How can we expectto
ask Britain to play a role when

it is determined to militarise
the problem?

"How can you ask them
to play a role in making the
situation better, more stable?
How can we expect them to
make the violence less while
they want to send military

supply to the terrorists and
don't try to ease the dialogue
between the Syrian(s)."About
70,000 people have been
killed in the Syrian uprising
that started almost two years
ago. Hundreds of thousands

of refugees have fled to
neighbouring countries.
Meanwhile, fighting is
continuing between Syrian
government  forces and
rebels across the country.
Opposition activists reported
fierce clashes around the
northern provincial capital
of Ragga and said dozens
of people had been killed.
Government forces shelled
several areas of the city and
there were running battles
on the outskirts of the city,
activists said.Fighting was
also reported at a police
academy near the northern
city of Aleppo; in the rebel
enclave of Darayaand around
the capital Damascus.The
violence comes amid the

first overseas trip by new
US Secretary of State John
Kerry.In the Turkish capital
Ankara on Friday, he said the
US and Turkey believed "the
first priority is to try and have
a political solution. We would
like to save lives, not see them
caughtupinacontinuingwar".

But the BBC's Jim Muir,
monitoring the conflict from
Beirut, says that despite the
huge amount of diplomacy
going on, there is little actual
movement.War is continuing
all over the country, he adds.
The main Syrian opposition
alliance,theNationalCoalition,
has dismissed offers of talks
with the government while
President Assad remains in
power. AGENCY

Geneva: A documentary
purporting to show the
execution of civilians and
other war crimes committed
by the Sri Lankan army had
its first public screening on
Friday but was swiftly rejected
by the government as part of
an "orchestrated campaign"
against it. The documentary
“No Fire Zone: The Killing
Fields of Sri Lanka" is the
third by British journalist and
director Callum Macrae about
the final stages of the nearly
30-year civil war.

"We see it as a film of
record, but also a call to
action," Macrae told a news
briefing. "All of it is genuine. It

NOTICE:

Times of Pedia does
not guarantee, directly or
indirectly, the quality or
efficacy of any product
or services described in
the advertisements or
other material which is
commercial in nature in this
Newspaper. Furthermore,
Times of Pedia assumes
no responsibility for the
consequences attributable
to inaccurancies or errors
in the printing of any
published material from the
news agencies or articles
contributed by readers. It is
not necessary to agree with
the views published in this
Newspaper. All disputes to
be settled in Delhi Courts
only.

is evidence of war crimes and
| have to warn you it is pretty
horrific." Tens of thousands
of civilians were killed in
2009 in the final months the
war, a United Nations panel
has said, as government
troops advanced on the
ever-shrinking northern tip
of the island controlled by
Tamil rebels fighting for an
independent homeland. The
film depicts terrifying scenes
from the territory held by the
Tamil Tiger rebels just before
their defeat in May 2009. In
the so-called "No Fire Zone"
declared by the army, rights
groups say soldiers killed
thousands of Tamil civilians

TIMES OF PEDIA ADVERTISEMENT TARIFF

by heavy shelling and
massacres yet perpetrators
have gone unpunished.

"The Tigers are guilty of
war crimes, guilty of using

child soldiers and preventing
civilians from leaving, so they
are complicit in some ways
in what happened," Macrae
told reporters. Sri Lanka's

government  this  week
formally protested against
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the film's screening on UN
premises on the sidelines of
the Human Rights Council.
The event, organised by
activist groups seeking an
international  inquiry into
atrocities by both sides,
was allowed to proceed. "By
providing a platform for the
screening of this film which
includes footage of dubious
origin, contentthatis distorted
and without proper sourcing
and making unsubstantiated
allegations, the sponsors
of this event seek to tarnish
the image of Sri Lanka,"
Ravinatha Aryasinha, Sri
Lanka's ambassador to the
United Nations in Geneva,
told the audience on Friday.
Aryasinha - who did not
attendthe viewingbutentered
just after the 90-minute film
ended - said: "It will take a few
days, possibly weeks, before
experts in the field would be
able to ascertain the true facts
aboutthe contents of thisfilm."
Colombo considered the film
as"partofacynical,concerted
and orchestrated campaign
thatis strategically driven and
aimed at influencing debate
in the council on Sri Lanka,"
he said. Some footage of
troops executing naked and
blindfolded prisoners are
from "trophy videos" taken
by government soldiers on
mobile phones, according to
Macrae, whose two previous
films on Sri Lanka's civil war
were broadcast by Britain's
Channel 4.
Balachandran
Prabhakaran, a 12-year-
old son of the slain Tamil
Tiger  founder  Velupillai
Prabhakaran, is shown in a
series of photographs in the

last hours of his short life. He
is first shown eating a biscuit
while held captive by soldiers,
then shot dead along with
other men presumed to be his
bodyguards. "There were five
gunshot wounds indicating
the distance of the muzzle of
the weapon to the boy's chest
was two or three feet or less.
This is a homicide, murder,
there's no doubt," forensic
pathologist Derrick Pounder
says in the film. Rights groups
and a member of a UN expert
panel setup by UN Secretary-
General Ban Ki-moon said
the footage corresponded to
evidence they had gathered
from the conflict.

The panel, whose
findingshavebeenrejectedby
the Sri Lankan government,
said the army committed
large-scale abuses and that
as many as 40,000 civilians
were killed in the last months
of the conflict. "l believe that
most of the footage in the film
can be corroborated. In fact in
our report you find references
to many things you see in
the documentary," Yasmin
Sooka, a member of Ban's
panel, told Reuters after
attending the screening.

Julie de Rivero, director
of the Geneva office of
Human Rights Watch, one
of the organisers, said: "The
Human Rights Council cannot
continue to ignore the call for
an independent international
investigation into war crimes
that were committed. "All our
investigations  corroborate
what is shown in this film, that
civilians were indiscriminately
targeted, that thousands and
thousands and thousands of
them died unjustly."AGENCY
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PUBLIC NOTICE
S.M. AQEEL, JA, 24-B, 3rd FLOOR. KHIRKI EXTENTION,
MALVIYA NAGAR, NEW DELHI-17 HAS CHANGE HIS
NAME. FROM NOW ONWARDS SHRI AQEEL WILL BE
KNOWN BY THE NAME SHEIKH MOHAMMED AQEEL.
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On the second day of
Bharatiya Janata Party's
National Council meeting in
Delhi, party chief Rajnath
Singh heaped praise on
Gujarat  Chief Minister
Narendra Modi, and called
him "the most popular" Chief
Minister. "Gujarat has become
amodelstateintheworlddueto
theimmenseindustrialboomit
has seen under the guidance
of Mr Narendra Modi," Mr
Singh said.His comments
come on a day when the
University of Pennsylvania's
Wharton School is reportedly
having second thoughts about
hosting Mr Modi as a speaker
at its annual Wharton India

Economic Forum on March
283.

In his address to party
colleagues, Mr Singh set the
tone for the BJP's offensive
against the UPA government
in the run-up to the 2014
general elections. The BJP
president accused the UPA
government of failure on
various counts, including
ensuring security, maintaining
diplomatic relations,
particularly with neighbouring
countries, tackling naxalism,
and managing the economy.
Mr Singh took a swipe at
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh by comparing his
response to terror attacks with

that of his Israeli counterpart.
"After a terror attack, the
Israeli PM says he will hunt
down terrorists and annihilate
them, our PM says we won't
play cricket (with Pakistan),"
Mr  Singh  said.Attacking
the  Centre's  economic
policies, Mr Singh said, "An
alternative economic system
will be bought in by the BJP.
Our model will be based on
savings." He held up BJP-led
stateslike Gujarat, Karnataka,
Goa, and Madhya Pradesh
as growth models for the rest
of the country. The three-day
conclave, convened mainly to
ratify Mr Singh as president,
will conclude tomorrow. Along

with  holding deliberations
on its roadmap to the next
general elections, the BJP

is also discussing a host of
political and economic issues.
AGENCY

RAlllJl GANDHI SHUTS DOORS ON REBELS, SAYS NO MORE RE-INDUCTION INTO CONGRESS

a stern warning
to rebels, Congress Vice
President Rahul Gandhi on
Friday said that from now
on doors won't remain open
for those who left the party
and contested elections
official nominees

against

as he would do away with
the past practice of re-
inducting such members.In
his first interaction with party
leaders and office bearers
of the Mumbai unit after his
elevation as Vice President,
Mr Gandhi said he had come
to meet them for discussions

during which some rules
could be formulated for
effective functioning of the
organisation.He said he
would do away with the past
practice of re-inducting rebels
into the party. "Doors were
open for them earlier. But

now this will not happen," he
was quoted as having told the
meeting which was not open
tothe media. "Those rules will
be binding for me and to the
rest of the party," he told the
gathering and made it clear
that empowering meritorious
activists would be his focus.

Mr Gandhi also said
he would take the initiative
to resolve the issue of
appointment of the Mumbai
Congress president, pending
for the last one year. Mumbai
Congress unit has been
without a leader ever since
Kripashankar Singh, facing
allegations of corruption,
resigned  following  the
party's defeat in the civic
elections last year.Party
sources attribute the delay in
appointment of the city unit
president to infighting in each
of the six district controlled
by high-profile MPs from
Mumbai.

“This  will be my
responsibility, but you
will also have to fulfil your
responsibility as a party
worker," he said, adding "I
will strive for fairness and
do justice to all."With large
parts of Maharashtra reeling
under drought, he also
asked Congress workers to
utilise the party machinery
to provide relief to those
affected.He reaffirmed his
commitment to reaching out
to each and every Congress

worker in  the country.
Maharashtra Pradesh
Congress Committee

(MPCC) spokesman Sachin
Sawant said Mr Gandhi also
soughtviewsfromtheworkers
about how to rejuvenate the
party organisation and told
them what was expected
of them."We need to stick
to Congress ideology and
victory is ours," he said.
Sources said Mr Gandhi
also met district unit chiefs
of Mumbai, office bearers,
corporators and  others
separately to elicit their views
on the functioning of the
organisation and the state
government."Rahul also met
party workers separately
without the presence of Chief
Minister Prithviraj Chavan,
Mohan  Prakash  (AICC
incharge of the state) and
Manikrao Thakre (state unit
chief). Workers complained
against Chavan's style of
functioning and lamented
that the chief minister had
not made appointments to
state-run corporations and
boards," a source said.
When MP Eknath

Gaikwad and his daughter
Varsha, a cabinet minister in
the state, complained about
the delay inimplementation of
the Dharavi re-development
project, the Congress Vice

President spoke to Mr
Chavan in private.

Mr Chavan reportedly
explained that allowing

private developers to execute
the project would leave little
space with the government
on which dwellings could be
constructed for the locals.
The chief minister also
said by making state-run
MHADA the nodal agency
additional 20,000 tenements
can be built for the locals,
claimed sources.Some office
bearers also disapproved
of appointment of Mohan
Prakash as AICC incharge
of the state as he had been
critical of Rajiv Gandhi and
Sonia Gandhi during his stint
with the Janata Dal.
Promising to instill
discipline in the party, Mr
Gandhi said, "we cannot
displease everyone. But
disciplineisamustand we will
enforce it politely." Agency

Sopore: A top Jaish-
e-Mohammad militant
commander was Kkilled in
an encounter with security
forces in Sopore in north
Kashmir's Baramullah district
intheweehourstoday.Sopore
Police and 22 Rashtriya
Rifles cordoned Chatlora
village, 55 kms from here, at
around 1 AM after receiving
information that a self-styled
divisional commander of
foreign origin of the ouffit
was hiding in a village, official

sources told PTI.

At around 4 AM,
when the security forces
were conducting search

operations, the  militant
opened fire and he was
killed in the exchange of

fire, the sources said. The
militant was operating with
the code names Shoaib
and Yasir and was active in
Sopore area from 2007, they
said, adding he had come
to Kashmir in 2002.He was
involved in many field killings
and attacks on mainstream
politicians, the  sources
said, describing his Kkilling
as a "great achievement". A
sub-inspector identified as
Dilraj was also injured in the
encounter. AGENCY

Two policemen

Two policemen were
today shot dead by militants
in Kupwara district of north
Kashmir.

According to police,
constables Santosh Kumar
and Azad Chand of Indian
Reserve Police (IRP) were
shot at by the militants
from point blank range in

killed by militants in Kashmir

Handwara town, 75 kms
from the state capital
Srinagar.

The duo, who were on
routine beat duty in the north
Kashmir township, were
rushed to a nearby sub-
district hospital where the
doctors declared them dead
on arrival. AGENCY

National Mission for Establishing and

Ministry of Food Processing
Industries had launched a
Centrally Sponsored Scheme
- National Mission on Food
Processing (NMFP) during2012-
13 the first year of the 12th Five
Year Plan. The basic objective
of NMFP is decentralization of
implementation of the schemes,
leadingtosubstantialparticipation
of State Governments/UTs.
The NMFP will significantly
enhance Ministry’s outreach in
terms of planning, supervision
and monitoring of assistance
through this scheme. The Major
Programmes/Schemes covered
under NMFP during2012-13 are:
() Scheme for Technology
Up-gradation / Establishment
/' Modernisation of Food
Processing Industries.

(i) Scheme for Cold Chain,
Value Addition and Preservation
Infrastructure for Non
Horticultural Products.

(iii) Scheme for Human Resource
Development (HRD)

a. Creation of Infrastructure
Facilities for Running Degree/
Diploma/ Certificate Courses in

Modernising Food Processing |IIl|IIStI‘iI!S

Food Processing *
Technology.

b. Entrepreneursh|p li'
Developmen t e

Program (EDP)

¢. Food Processmg "-:1
Training  Centre

(FPTC)

(iv) Scheme for § itb-
Promotional '
Activities

a.Organizing Seminat/
Workshops

b. Conducting Studies/Surveys
¢. Support to Exhibitions/Fairs
d. Advertisement & Publicity

The NMFP is being
implemented by State / UT
Governments and  provides
flexibility to State / UT
Governments in the selection
of beneficiaries, location /
region of the projects etc.
for the development of food
processing sector in their states.
This information was given in
Rajya Sabha today by Minister
of State for Agriculture and
Food Processing Industries, Dr.
Charan Das Mahant in a written
reply. AGENCY
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Following is the text of
statement by Union Home
Minister ~ Shri  Sushilkumar
ShindemadeintheRajyaSabha
on the issue of unauthorized
obtaining of Call Data Records
of Shri Arun Jaitley, Hon’ble
Leader of Opposition. “Hon’ble
Members may recall that on the
issue of unauthorized obtaining
of Call Data Records of Shri
Arun Jaitley, Hon’ble Member,
| had promised to make a
statement after ascertaining
the facts. We have ascertained
the facts. Chairman, Sir, when
this issue was raised in the
House on 27.2.2013, many
Hon’ble Members referred
to the tapping of telephone
of the Hon’ble Leader of
Opposition. Mr. Chairman, Sir,
what has been detected in the
investigation by the Delhi Police
is not the monitoring of the
telephone conversation which
is ordinarily called “tapping” but
the accessing of the Call Data
Records.The interception of the
telephone or telephone tapping
refers to looking at the content
of the conversation whereas
the Call Data Records pertain to
the data regarding the numbers

which were called or received.
In the case being investigated
by the Delhi Police, there was an
attemptat unauthorisedly trying
to access the call data record
i.e. details of numbers called
and received and duration of
the conversation. This was not
acase of telephone tapping.On
receiving information that the
Delhi Police had arrested some
persons for accessing the Call
Data Records of Shri Jaitley,
we asked the Delhi Police for
details. The Delhi Police have
informed us that they came to
know that some person had
sought Call Data Records
of Shri Arun Jaitley, after the
Nodal Officer of Airtel asked
ACP (Operations), Delhi Police
to re-confirm the request made
through e-mail. Since, no such
request had been made, the
confirmation was not given and
as such, the Call Data Records
were not disclosed.

A case FIR No. 9 dated
14.2.2013 u/S 66 (C) of .T. Act
r’'w 420 and 120-B IPC was
registered at PS Special Cell,
New Delhi on the complaint
received from Inspector Arun
Kumar regarding dishonestly

and fraudulently accessing
official e-mail ID of ACP/
Operations and for seeking
details of ownership of 5 cell
numbers. During the course
of investigation, the Internet

| ' !
Cam l &
Protocol (I.P) addresses and
logging details of the official
e-mail ID of ACP/Operations
were obtained and it was found
that it was accessed from an
Internet Protocol (I.P.) address
belonging to one Constable
Arvind Kumar Dabas (No. 892/
ND), postedatParliamentStreet
Police Station. It was further
learnt that the Constable had
been unauthorisedly absenting
himself for the past one year.
The Constable was earlier
posted in Spl. Staff of New Delhi
Distt.and, therefore, hadaccess
to the official e-mail ID of ACP/
Operations.The interrogation
of Constable Arvind Kumar
Dabas has revealed thathe was

illegally accessing the official
e-mail ID of ACP/Operations
for the past 6-8 months. He
did so for obtaining the call
data records and subscriber
details of various persons
on demand from one Neeraj
Nayar, a freelance detective
at a price of Rs.1500/- per call
detail record and Rs.200/- for
providing subscriber details. He
stated that Neeraj Nayar is the
friend and has a private agency
called “Detective  Agency
India” at Shalimar Garden,
Ghaziabad. He has provided
call details of various people
to him on 10-15 occasions
in the past. Neeraj Nayar s/o
Lt. Shri Gurbax Rai Nayar r/o
H.No. G-4, Plot No. A-22, B.R.
Apartments, Shalimar Garden,
Sahibabad, Ghaziabad, U.P.
disclosed that he used to pass
on the call data records to one
Nitish r/o Uttam Nagar, Delhi,
whom he had met during his
business visits to Nitish’s office
at Connaught Place where
Nitish works in a detective
agency in the name and style
of “V Detect”, belonging to one
Dr. Anurag Singh. Neeraj Nayar
was arrested in this case on

16.2.2013.
Based on the disclosures
made by the two accused,

namely, Constable Arvind
Dabas and Neeraj Nayar;
Nitish Singh and Dr. Anurag
Singh have been arrested
and are being interrogated.
Dr. Anurag Singh’s detective
agency “V-Detect” operates
out of 214, Competent House,
F-14, Middle Circle, Connaught
Place, New Delhi, in which
Nitish Singh works as an
employee for the past 5-6
years. They provide various
detective services, such as, pre
and post matrimonial enquiries,
provision of secured laptops/
mobile phones and stock
related consultancy works. In
addition, Nitish Singh does
various marketing and sales
works in the same office. They
used to seek the subscriber
details and call data records
of mobile numbers through
Neeraj Nayar. Four persons
involved in obtaining the CDRs
illegally have been arrested and
interrogated. The Court of Law
has remanded them to judicial
custody. Further investigation is
underway” AGENCY
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