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The Economic Survey
presented by the Finance
Minister, ShriP.Chidambaram
in the Parliament today
expressed satisfaction
over the strategy of market
diversification There has
been significant market
diversification in India’s trade.
Region wise, India’s exports
to Europe and America have
declined to 18.7 per cent and
19.5 percent respectively
in 2012-13 from 25.9 per
cent and 24.7 per cent in
2000-01. On the other hand
Export to Asia and Africa
rose to 50.4 per cent and

L

9.6 per cent respectively
from 37.4 per cent and 5.3
per cent respectively during
the same period. There
was a noticeable rise in the
share of West Asia —GCC
(Gulf Cooperation Council)
countries from 14.9 percent
in2011-12 to 17.7 percent in
2012-13 (April- November)
said the Survey. However, the
Survey noted that “in terms of
product diversification a lot
more is needs to be done.”
The Survey also noted
the impact of exchange rate
changes on export growth. It
said that while Export growth

in dollar terms was negative
at - 49 in 2012-13 (April-
January), it was positive in
rupee terms at 9.1 per cent.
Though, here too, there was
a deceleration from the 28.3
percentin2011-12 (full year).

The trade deficit of USD
167.2 billion for 2012-13
(April-danuary) was 7.9 per
cent higher than the USD
154.9 billion during the same
periodin2011-12.The survey
attributes this to moderate
export growth and high
import growth, particularly
in  petroleum, oil and
lubricants (POL) products.

Demand contraction due to
global economic conditions
impacted India and export
suffered.

After touching the high
point of 56.5 per cent growth
in July 2011, India’s export
growth started decorating
with a sudden fall to single
digits in November 2011
and then to negative territory
in March 2012. Monthly
export growth rates in 2012-

3 (April- December) were
negative except in April
2012. The survey notes the
marginal revival to positive
territory i.e. growth of export

at 0.8 per cent in January
2013. The Survey said that
the India’s exports to EU
and China have been more
negative during the recent
slowdown then in 2009-10,
while the performance to
USA has been better for most
of the sectors except gems
and jewellery. PIB

GUILTY WILL HRAVE TO FACGE SERIOUS CONSEQUENCES
IN WWIP CHOPPER SCAM: AK ANTONY

Defence Minister
Antony responding to the
opposition's charges in VVIP
chopper deal in Rajya Sabha
said that the culprit will be
punished, While the BJP
once again demanded that

the Supreme Court should
monitor the investigation into
the allegations of kickbacks
in the Rs. 4000 crore in VVIP
chopper deal.

Defence Minister AK
Antonyhighlighted the

following points,while
speaking in Rajya Sabha.
e | share Prakash

Javadekar's initial comments
- we participate in this debate
with heavy hearts

e Scam taking place
anywhere in the country is
a matter of shame - | feel
shamed  whenever any
controversy comes around
our ministry

e Forget politics see
my track record - do | throw
complaints in waste paper
basket?

e  Thechopperscamis
a matter of serious concern

e Within 24 hours of
the newspaper report we

requested the embassy in
Rome for a factual report

¢ UK government said
investigation is going on in
Italy, we cannot give anything

e [talian government
said at this state investigation
is preliminary and we cannot
share anything

e  When the UK PM
came here, even our PM
took the matter up with them
and they assured us of all
cooperation

e According to ltalian
law, preliminary report cannot
be shared

e Onthebasis of CBI's
findings, they have filed a
preliminary enquiry - outofthe

11 individuals, one is ltalian,
other is from UK, another |
don't know - six are Indians -
five foreigners and four Indian
companies

e |have politics but the
ministry has no politics

¢ Wehave sentashow
cause notice to the company
as per the integrity pact. As
per pact, if the company
agrees there is any foul play,
any middle man - government
can immediately cancel the
contract, to recover all money,
to cancel any other contract
from the bidder, debar the
bidder for five years and
encash the bank guarantees.
TOP BUREAU

Iran says talks with world
powers in Kazakhstan to try
to resolve its nuclear crisis
were a "positive step”.

Chief negotiator Saeed
Jalili said the US, UK, France,
China, Russia and Germany
(the P5+1) had been "more
realistic" than in the past.

The EU's chief delegate
said she hoped Iran was
"looking positively" at
proposals presented at the
talks.

International powers
suspect Iran of seeking to
develop nuclear weapons - a
charge Iran strongly denies.

Iran insists its purposes
are purely civilian, asserting
it needs enriched uranium to
make medical isotopes.

Russia and Iran said
technical experts from both
sides would meet in March,
and the P5+1 group would
meetwith Iran againin Aimaty

on 5 and 6 April.
The multilateral
discussions were the

first since a round in July

2012 ended without a
breakthrough.

‘Long way to go'

At a news conference
after the second day of talks
concluded,MrJaliliexpressed
cautious optimism.

"Some of the points
raised were more realistic
compared to what they
[P5+1] said in the past. And
they tried to bring proximity
in some points between the
viewpoints of Iran and their
own, which we believe is a
positive step, despite the fact
that we have a long way to go
to reach the optimum point."

EU foreign
policy chief
Catherine Ashton -
the lead negotiator
for the  world
powers - said she
hoped Iran would
be constructive.

"I hope that
the Iranian side are
looking positively &8
on the proposals =&
we put forward," ©

she told reporters. "The
proposals we put forward
are designed to build in
confidence and enable us to
move forward."

Duringthe openingthree-
hour session, Baroness
Ashton presented what has
been described as a revised
offerto Iran.

The  proposal was
thought to repeat an earlier
demand to stop wuranium
enrichment and to shut down
the Fordo underground
enrichment facility.

In return, some of the
sanctions which have been

imposed on lIran could be
eased, reports say.

Several rounds  of
sanctions have squeezed
Iran's economy, with oil
revenue slashed, the
currency nose-diving in value
and unemployment growing.

Reuters news agency
quoted Mr Jalili as saying
after the talks that there was
"no justification" for shutting
Fordo, although he said the
issue of 20% enrichment
"can be discussed in the
negotiations... in a view of
confidence-building".

New deposits

Since2010,Iran
has been enriching
uranium to a level of
20%, an important
technological step
towards being able
i to produce more
~ highly enriched
. weapons-grade
material.

J Iran has
repeatedly rejected
esterncallstostop

=

JALILI SAYS TALKS 'POSITIVE STEM

enriching uranium, insisting it
is an inalienable right.

The talks took place
against a background of
Israeliwarningsthatitwill stop
Iran's programme militarily if
other means fail.

This month, Iran said it
had found major new uranium
deposits and was planning
to expand its nuclear power
programme.

Iran said the find - which
has not been independently
confirmed - would treble
the size of known uranium
deposits.

Only 10 days earlier,
Iran announced an upgrade
to its Natanz nuclear plant
centrifuges - believed to be
able to enrich uranium two or
three times faster than the old
equipment.

A report by the
International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA) last week said
it could not yet "exclude the
existence of possible military
dimensions to Iran's nuclear
programme". AGENCY
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VARUN GANDHI ACQUITTED IN ONE OF TWO HATE SPEECH CASES

A court in Uttar Pradesh
has acquitted BJP leader
Varun Gandhi in one of
two cases that accuse him
of making hate speeches
while campaigning in his
constituency of Pilibhitin2009
for the national elections.The
second case is expected to
be decided on Friday. Varun,
who was in court for the

verdict, tweeted, "l welcome
the decision of the honourable
court that upholds my
commitment to a strong and
united India."Gandhi won his
parliamentary election after
he spent 19 days in jail. He
has denied that the speeches
he delivered were designed to
incite communal hatred. The
cases relate to speeches he

T —

made in two different towns.
51 witnesses called by

the prosecution did not give

any evidence or statement

that implicated Mr Gandhi.
Because the second case
includes the same witnesses,
legal experts anticipate
another acquittal.  The
investigation was handled by
the Uttar Pradesh police.A
local activist named Abdul
Qayoom alleged in court
today that Mr Gandhi tried to
subvert the investigation by

not sharing his voice sample.
He also said that witnesses
were questioned in a hurry,
and that news channels were
not asked to furnish copies
of the speeches, which
compromised the probe. The
activist wanted the court to
order a deeper investigation,
but his request was turned
down. AGENCY

HYDERABAD BOMB BLASTS: SURVIVOR
OF MECCA MASJID BLAST, QUESTIONED

A 23-year-old man
injured in the Hyderabad
bomb blasts - who also

survived the Mecca Masijid
blast in 2007 - has been
spoken to by investigators
probing the terror attack.
Abdul Wasey Mirza, who
suffered shrapnel wounds
and injuries to his legs and
ribs in Thursday evening's
twin blasts at Dilsukhnagar,
told media: "The police asked
me several questions. | have
answered them all.""lt's my
fate that | happened to be at

places of both the blasts," he
said.The Hyderabad police
says it's not treating Mr Mirza
as a suspect. "As part of the
investigation, we recorded his
statement as a witness along
with the others," said city
police chief Anurag Sharma.
From his Yashoda Hospital

bed, Mr Mirza has just one
request for the terrorists who
killed 16 people and injured
more than a hundred in
Dilsukhnagar: "Please don't
do it again."In 2007, when
he was 18, Mr Mirza was
hurtin a blast at Hyderabad's
Mecca Masjid, where 17
people were killed. His father
is confident Mr Mirza will fight
back. "I am hopeful my son
will fight this too and come
out of hospital. The culprits
should be brought to book,"
he said. AGENCY

90% OF LPG CYLINDERS TO BE SOLD AT SUBSIDISED

The Minister of State
for Petroleum & Natural Gas
Smt. P. Lakshmi informed the
Lok Sabha in a written reply
today that the Public Sector
Oil Marketing Companies
(OMCs),

namel Indian

Oil  Corporation  Limited
(I0C), Bharat Petroleum
Corporation Limited (BPCL)
and Hindustan Petroleum
Corporation Limited (HPCL)

RATEY: P. LAKSHMI

have estimated (based on
previous year consumption
data) that 90% of cylinders
will be sold at subsidized
rates and annually only 10%
of cylinders will be sold at
market prices at current cap
level of 9. This translates to
saving fiscal subsidy and
under recoveries on around
0.92 crore cylinders @
Rs.503.58/cylinder.

She explained that the
cap was implemented w.e.f.
14.09.2012. During the
period Sep’12-Jan’13, OMCs
registered a growth of -1.8%
as compared to a growth of
6.9%, during Sep’11-dan’12
indomestic LPG.Onthe other

hand they have registered a
growth of 12.5% during Sep-
Jan’13 against 5.4% growth
in corresponding period of
previous year i.e. Sep-Jan’12
in sales of industrial LPG
(NDNE).

OMCs, she added, have
reportedthattheyare meeting
the genuine demand of the
customers registered with
them. However, if backlog
gets generated due to
uncontrollable/ unavoidable
reasons, the same is tided
over by augmenting supplies
to the affected markets by
operating the bottling plants
on  Sundays/  holidays.
AGENCY
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LANDLINE TELEPHONES

Call centers are being
setup by the Telecom Service
Providersacrossthelicensing
service area for catering to
the queries/complaints of

their mobile and landline
customers. The Telecom
Service  Providers  have

informed that their call Centre
capacity is adequate for the
current call volumes. The
deployed call Centre agents
are proficient in vernacular
languages so that they can
understand and resolve
subscriber’s complaint(s) in
their own language.

Further, for Redressal
of complaints of telecom
subscribers, Telecom
Regulatory ~ Authority  of
India (TRAI) has prescribed
the  framework  through
the Telecom Consumers
Complaint Redressal
Regulations, 2012. This
regulation provides for the
following:

(i) Every Service
provider has to establish

\

a complaint Centre for
Redressal of complaints
and for addressing service
requests of its consumers.
The service provider is also
free to set up one or more
complaint centers, which may
be common or separate for
the various services provided
by it.

(i) The complaint

center shall deploy sufficient
number of employees at its
complaint centers to meet the
quality of service parameters
specified by the TRAI from
time to time.

(iii) The Complaint
Centre shall be accessible
to its consumers through a
“Consumer Care Number”

lines or

having sufficient
connections.

(iv) The complaint
centreshallalsobeaccessible
through the network of
other service providers by
earmarkingaspecificnumber.

(v)  Thefirstlevelinthe
Interactive Voice Response
System (IVRS) shall provide
for language selection.

(vi) Every service
provider shall also establish
General Information Number
for providing information to
customers. In case general
information is provided on toll
free basis, the same can also
be provided on the consumer
care number. Further,
TRAI's Standards of Quality of
Service for Basic Telephone
Service  (Wireline) and
Cellular Mobile Telephone
Services Regulations, 2009
provide for the following
quality of service parameters
forassessingtheperformance
of service providers relating to
response time the customer

Tight security for Nagaland
assembly poll counting

Kohima: Adequate
security arrangements have
been made for the counting
of votes to the 59 assembly
seats of the 60-member
House in Nagaland on
Thursday.Peaceful elections
were held in the state on
February 23 while re-polling
was done in nine polling
stations at eight Assembly
constituencies spread over
seven districts on Tuesday.
CEO Nagaland J Alam told
PTI that counting will be held
in 12 districts, which includes
Pughoboto electoral district.
A total of 59 halls have been
provided in the districts with
three-tier security layers
created in each counting hall.

Over 10,000 counting

personnel including counting
supervisors and  counting

assistants will be engaged in
the counting process along
with  micro observers and
Election Commission appointed
observers.In

consonance

with an Election Commission
directive, the international
border has been sealed so that
no unwanted elements can
enter into the state during the
counting of votes. The entire
process will be videographed,
he said. AGENCY

Development Programmes

With a view to conserve
top soil and prevent soil
erosionandland degradation.
Ministry ~ of  Agriculture
is implementing various
watershed development
programmes,namelyNational
Watershed Development

Project for Rainfed Areas,
Soil Conservation in
Catchments of River Valley
Project and Flood Prone
River and Reclamation and
Development of Alkali & Acid
Soils across the country.
MinistryofRuralDevelopment
is also implementing a
major Integrated Watershed
Management Programme for
restoring ecological balance
by harnessing, conserving
and developing degraded
lands in the country. Parts of

such developed degraded
lands have been put to
cultivation, leading to net
sown area remaining largely
unchanged in last two
decades.

As per available
estimates of Indian Council
of Agricultural Research
(ICAR-2010), out of total
geographical area of 328.73
million hectare, about
120.40 million hectare are
affected by various kind of
land degradation across
the country. Soil formation
and its erosion are a natural
phenomena occurring
simultaneously. Such
soil erosion leads to land
degradationin upperreaches
of the river system, whereas
when deposited at various
locations of river systems, it
may increase the soil fertility.

This information was
given in Rajya Sabha
today by Minister of State
for Agriculture and Food
Processing Industries, Shri
Tarig Anwar in a written reply.
PIB

for assistance:

(i)  Accessibility of Call
Centre [Benchmark >95%]
and

(i) Percentage of calls
answered by the operators
(voice to voice) within 60
seconds [Benchmark >90%].

As per the Performance
Monitoring Report  for
Basic Service (Wireline)
for the quarter ending 30th
September 2012 and for
Cellular Mobile Telephone
Services for the quarter
ending 31st December

2012, the service providers
are generally meeting the
benchmarkforthe parameter
accessibility of call Centre.
However, some of the
service providers are not
meeting the benchmark for
the parameter Percentage
of calls answered by the
operators (voice to voice)
within 60 seconds.

This information was
given by Shri Milind Deora,
Minister of State for C&IT a
written reply to a question in
Rajya Sabhatoday. PIB
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iran confirms 16 sites for new nuclear plants

Tehran,lran: Iran has
selected 16 locations for the
construction of nuclear power
plants as part of a plan to
generate 20,000 megawatts
of electricity at multiple sites
over the next 15 years.State
TV says on Saturday that
experts at the Atomic Energy

Organization of Iran have
finished studies to select the
best locations across the
country. It added that sites
were chosen in part for their
resistance to earthquakes
and military air strikes.The
Islamic republic says it needs
20 large-scale plants to meet

its growing electricity needs
over the next one-and-a-half
decades. State TV also says
that Iran has discovered
new uranium resources
in the country that will put
its reserves at 4,400 tons
comparedto 1,527 tons three
decades ago. AGENCY

PAKISTAN COURT AGAIN ADJOURNS 26/11 TRIAL

Islamabad: An anti-
terrorism court today
adjourned the trial of seven
suspects  charged  with
involvement in the Mumbai
attacks till March 2 after
prosecutors said they would
submit an assurance from
the Indian government that a
Pakistani judicial commission
will be allowed to cross-
examine Indian witnesses.

The Pakistani
commission is set to make
a second visit to Mumbai
to record the statements of
four key witnesses as the
anti-terrorism court rejected
a report submitted after
its first visit on the ground
that members of the panel
were not allowed to cross-
examine the witnesses.
Chief prosecutor Chaudhry
Zulifqar Ali argued during
today'shearingthatthe Indian
government had allowed
the cross-examination of
witnesses and the previous
agreement between the
two countries did not have
any bearing on the judicial
commission's planned visit.
However, Ahmed insisted

that a ‘"written document"
from the Indian government
about the cross-examination
of witnesses should be
presented in court.

One soughtthe quashing
of an earlier agreement
between the Pakistani and
Indian governments that
barred the cross-examination
of witnesses and the other
sought the cancellation of
an order of the Bombay High
Court that placed a bar on
cross-examination.

-

&

Ali said he would submit
a "written assurance" from
the Indian government at the
next hearing.

Judge Chaudhry
Habib-ur-Rehman, who is
conducting the trial behind
closed doors at Adiala Jail in
Rawalpindi, then adjourned
the case till March 2 and
directed the prosecution to
submit the written assurance
from the Indian government.

Afterthe hearing, Ahmed
told PTI that the prosecution

— |

o e

had said at an earlier hearing
that the Indian government
had said it would permit
the cross-examination of
witnesses. "But there has
been nothing in black and
white so farin this regard," he
contended.

The Pakistani judicial
commission  will  cross-
examine four key Indian

witnesses - the police officer
who led the probe into the
2008 Mumbai attacks, the
magistrate  who recorded

the confession of Ajmal
Kasab, the lone surviving
attacker, and two doctors
who performed the autopsies
of the attackers. Kasab was
hanged last year in a jail in
Pune.Following negotiations
between officials of the two
countries in  December,
India agreed to allow the
commission to Cross-
examine witnesses.

Indian officials have also
sought an assurance that
the panel's findings will not
again be rejected by the anti-
terrorism court.

Islamabad has
acknowledged that the
conspiracy  behind  the

Mumbai attacks was hatched
on Pakistani soil. The trial
of the seven suspects has
progressed at a snail's pace
duetorepeatedadjournments
and various technical delays.
ThoughlIndiablamedLeT
founder Hafiz Mohammad
Saeed for masterminding the
attacks, Pakistan has refused
to take action against him,
saying the evidence provided
by New Delhi is not adequate
to prosecute him. AGENCY

Austerity-hit Italy prepares
for landmark election

Rome: Italians hit by
austerity and recession on
Saturday prepared to take
to the polls for an election
that is being watched around
Europe, a day after a mass
rally in Rome showed rising
social discontent. Tens of
thousands of people turned
out to hear Beppe Girillo, a
comedian turned activist
whose grassroots Five Star
Movement could receive a
massive protest vote and
become ltaly's third biggest
political party after the
elections on Sunday and
Monday. “Let's send them all
home!" the crowd chanted on
Friday -- a slogan of Grillo's
campaignagainstmainstream
politicians, manyofwhomhave
been discredited recently by a
series of investigations into
corruption and waste of public
funds. La Repubblica daily
called Grillo the "Rock Star of
Populism", while La Stampa
spoke of an "apocalyptic
climate" and top-selling
Corriere della Sera said in an
editorial: "An entire system is
disappearing."

Grillo has promised to
slash politicians' salaries,
increase unemployment

benefitsandholdareferendum
on whether Italy should retain
the euro. Candidates could not
campaign on Saturday, and
voter surveys have been off-
limitsforthe twoweeksleading
uptothepolls.Bersani,acigar-
chomping former communist
who now espouses broadly
pro-market views, has said he
will continue with the budget
discipline enforced by Monti
to the delight of financial

markets.

But he will come under
pressure to ease back on
austerity and do more to
promote growth and jobs
as ltaly endures its longest
recession in 20 years
and unemployment hits a
record high of 11.2 percent.
The financial markets are
monitoring closely as a return
to Italy's bad old days of free-
wheeling public finances could
spell disaster for the eurozone
beset by a debt crisis. AGENCY

NOTICE:

Times of Pedia does
not guarantee, directly or
indirectly, the quality or
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or services described in
the

other
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PRESIDENT PRANAB MUKHERJEE CALLED ON
NA MATVIENKOD

.

MRS. VALENTI
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b
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A Parliamentary delegation led by the Chairperson of the Council of Federation, Federal

i .'-.'i-
s L

Assembly of the Russian Federation, Mrs. Valentina Matvienko called on the President,
Shri Pranab Mukherjee, in New Delhi on February 26,2013.

IRDA TO COME-OUT WITH A NEW POLICY
TO INCREASE INSURANCE PENETRATION

Insurance companies,
both life and non-life sector have
initiated number of steps to
increase insurance penetration
across the country. These
include, inter alia, opening of
offices in hitherto un-covered
towns, and introduction of new
products.
Forthepurposeofcanalising
funds into infrastructure sector,
the Insurance  Regulatory
&Development Authority
(IRDA) has amended its
Investment Regulations
recently . IRDA is likely to
come-out with a new policy
giving automatic clearance
to standard life insurance
products and relax investment
guidelines to encourage flow of
funds into infrastructure sector.
IRDA has constituted Working
Groups in consultation with the
Life Insurance Council to set-
out parameters and framework

within - which standard life
insurance products can be
automatically cleared. With
regard to the relaxation
of Investment Guidelines,
the IRDA has amended its
Investment Regulations. Salient
features of these regulations
are detailed below:-

i.  Permittedinvestments
in the category of ‘other than
approved investments’to qualify
for the investments mandatory
requirement of investing in 15%
of Life Fund in ‘Housing and
Infrastructure category.

ii. Investments in
“Infrastructure  Debt Funds”
backed by Central Govt. as
approved by the Authority shall
be reckoned for investments in
Infrastructure.

ii. Reduced the
mandated outstanding tenure
of infrastructure bonds from 10
years to 5 years.

iv. The exposure of any
insurer to an infrastructure
company has been increased
to 20% as against the single
Investee Company exposure
norms of 10%. The limit can
further be increased by another
5% in case of Debt with the prior
approval of the Board.

v Permitted
investments in infrastructure
SPVs to the extent of 20%
of the project cost subject to
appropriate  guarantees by
the parent company(ies) and
meeting the specified eligibility
criteria.

vi. Investments in
Infrastructure are excluded
from the applicability of industry
sector exposure norms.

This was stated by the
Minister of State for Finance,
Shri Namo Narian Meenain a
written reply to a question in the
Lok Sabha .PIB

GCYBER FRAUDS IN BANKS

The details furnished
by Reserve Bank of India
RBI) in respect of Scheduled

various aspects related to
the frauds are examined
and concerned banks are

EL Calendar Toral c Amoumt
Mo, Year reported imv ol ved
1. 2010 15018 4048 .94
p 2011 9588 67219
E] 2012 B33 5266 95

CommercialBankspertaining
to frauds relating to ATMs/
DebitCards/ Internet Banking
and Credit Cards is as under:
*Bank wise details
of Cyber Frauds for the last 3
yearsis at Annex—1.

RBI has informed that it
does not have data on Cyber
Frauds in Public Sector Bank
that have turned into non—
performing assets.

The measures
initiated by RBI to strengthen
security arrangements are as
under:-

(i) RBI acts as
per the Master Circular
RBI.DBS.FrMC.
BC.No0.1/23.04.001/2012-13
dated July 02, 2012 on
“Frauds — Classification and
reporting” containing all the
details/aspects relating to
frauds. The same is also
availableonthe website of RBI
i.e. www.rbi.org.in. On receipt
of fraud reports from banks,

advised to report the case to
CBI/ Police/ SFIO, examine
staff accountability, complete
proceedings against the
erring staff expeditiously,
take steps to recover the
amount involved in the fraud,
claim insurance wherever
applicable and streamline the
system as also procedures
so that frauds do not recur.
(ii) RBI has issued
two circulars viz; (i) ‘Security
arrangements for ATMs of
bank’ dated February 22,
2006 and (ii) ‘Skimming of
ATM/Credit Cards’ dated
June 26,2006 advising banks
to take various preventive
measures to combat frauds
relating to skimming or
duplicatingofcreditcards.The
preventive measures include
educating customers through
cautionary messages posted
in the web-site of card issuing
banks, informing customers
notto reveal PIN in response

to requests received through
e-malils, to periodically verify
the transaction history,
immediate reporting to the
bank, if any unauthorized
transaction is observed, and
inform the bank if the card is
lost or stolen.

(iii) On the basis of
suggestions of a Working
Group set up by RBI in 2010,
RBI has issued guidelines
which are fundamentally
expected to enhance safety,
security, efficiency in banking
processes leading to benefits
forbanksandtheircustomers.
The implementation progress
are required to be reviewed
and report submitted to the
Board on quarterly basis.

(iv) RBlvide its Master
Circular dated 1.7.2011, on
"Credit Card Operation of
Banks” advised banks to set
up internal control systems
to combat frauds and to
take pro-active fraud control
and enforcement measures
and to ensure that credit
card operations were run on
sound, prudent and profitable
lines as also fulfill ‘Know Your
Customer’ requirement,
assess credit risk of
customers, specify terms and

Budget 2013-14

The Union Minister for Railways, Shri Pawan Kumar
Bansal arrives at Parliament House to present the Rail
Budget 2013-14, in New Delhi on February 2(_5, 2013.
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Introduction of New
Drug Policy

The government
has notified the National
Pharmaceutical Pricing Policy,
2012 (NPPP-2012) whereithas
also been proposed to regulate
and control the prices of National
List of Essential Medicines-
2011. The salient features
of National Pharmaceutical
Pricing Policy, 2012 (NPPP-
2012) are as under:

* The regulation of prices
of drugs is on the basis of
essentiality of drugs as under
National List of Essential
Medicines—2011.

*The regulation of prices of
drugsisonthebasisofregulating
the prices of formulations only.

* The regulation of prices
of drugsis on the basis of fixing
the ceiling price of formulations
through Market Based Pricing
(MBP). The provisions under
National Pharmaceuticals

Pricing Policy- 2012 (NPPP-
2012), are to put in place
a regulatory framework for
pricing of essential drugs as
per the strength and dosages
as specified in National List
of Essential Medicines- 2011
which satisfy the priority
healthcare needs to majority of
the population.

This information was
given by the Minister of State
for Chemicals and Fertilisers,
Shri Srikant Kumar Jena in
a written reply in the Rajya
Sabha today. PIB

To strengthen the
Panchayati Raj system
and increase its efficiency
the Ministry of Panchayati
Raj (MoPR) has provided
assistance to States for capacity
building of Panchayats through
the Rashtriya Gram Swaraj
Yojana (RGSY), Capacity
Building grant of the Backward
Regions Grant Fund (BRGF)
and Panchayat Mahila Evam
Yuva Shakti Abhiyan (PMEYSA)
and promoted e-enablement
of Panchayats through the
e-Panchayat scheme. An untied
grant is provided to Panchayats
through States for bridging
criticalgapsinlocalinfrastructure
in identified backward districts
on the basis of decentralized
planning under BRGF. MoPR
has incentivized States through
the Panchayat Empowerment
and Accountability Incentive
Scheme (PEAIS) for
devolving funds, functions and
functionaries to Panchayats and
has incentivized Panchayats for

Strengthening of Panchayats

performance. For the Twelfth
Plan MoPR has initiated the
Rajiv. Gandhi  Panchayat

Sashaktikaran Abhiyan which
enables Statestotake measures

to strengthen their Panchayati
Raj systems as per their needs.

For the 12th Five Year
Plan Period Gross Budgetary
Support (GBS) to the tune of Rs.
6437 crore has been provided
by Planning Commission as
against the GBS of Rs 876.37
crores in the Eleventh Plan.

This information was given
by the Minister of Panchayati Raj
Shri V. Kishore Chandra Deo in
a written reply in the Lok Sabha.
PIB

conditionsin clearand simple
language, ensure prompt
dispatch of bills, maintain
customer confidentiality etc.

(v) All Commercial
Banks have also been
cautioned by RBI vide letter
dated. 16.02.2006 on phishing
attacks  which  contained
details of the modus-operandi
on such attacks and minimum
set of preventive/detective
measures to tackle phishing
attacks.

(vi)

Besides above,

public is advised through
press releases/notifications
regarding not to reveal
account details, do not fall
prey to fictitious offers of fund
transfer, remittance towards
participation in lottery, money
circulation schemes, and
otherfictitious offers of cheap
fundsetc.  Thiswas stated
by the Minister of State for
Finance, Shri Namo Narian
Meena in a written reply to
a question in the Lok Sabha.
PIB
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'I'IIE WORLD OF ‘KHUSRAU’ EXHIBITION BEGINS

he Minister of
CuIture Smt. Chandresh
Kumari Katoch here today
inaugurated an exhibition
entitledTheWorldofKhusrau.
The exhibition includes 22
art objects - 7 manuscripts:
Qiran us Saidan, ljaz e
Khusravi, Hasht Bihist,
Shirin Khusrau) , 2 miniature
paintings (  Nizamuddin
Auliya and Rag Basant) 6
musical instruments ( ud,
rabab, dholak, duff, shahnai),
7 decorative art objects
(astrolobe, abkora( bowl),
alms bowl, shatranj and dice
fromthe collection of National
Museum, NewDelhi.

The rich and diverse
range of Amir Khusrau’s work
in culture, science and art
provides an understanding
of the art and culture of the
13th -14th century era of
Amir Khusrau Dehlvi and
their continuity into present
day India. It elaborates the
foundation of a vital chord of
Indian heritage, history, and

culture which has produced
an amazing range of works
of art from architecture to
music thus putting the multi-
faceted contributions of Amir
Khusrau in contemporary
context with a diverse array
of related objects and visuals

fromthe collection of National
Museum and contemporary
sources.

Amir Khusrau, one of the
greatest poets of this region,
lived in the period which saw
anamazinginfluxof scholars,

poets, artisans, Sufis,
travellers, and merchants
from Persianate Central

Asia. He saw the merging of
two great civilizations and
wove them so beautifully in
his literary works. He served
as a court poet to several
nobles and Sultans of Delhi
Sultanates between 13th

and 14th centuries:recording

their battles and guiding
their political campaigns;
praising them eloquently in
metaphors and analogies of

Persian literature adapted
within  Indian  imageries;
creating governance

norms and ethics; making
discourses and innovations
in science and music; writing

epic historical and love
poems; and, as a devout of
Hazrat Nizamuddin Auliya,
the revered 13/14th century
Chishti Sufi of Delhi, he
gave to us the vibrant artistic
traditions of Sufiana music
and poetry — which continue

til today in many oral
traditions ranging from the
classical to the folk.

Amir Khusrau Dehlvi
saw the merging of two
great civilizations and wove
them so beautifully in his
literary works that they even
surpassed the masters from
Persia and Central Asia.

The World of Amir
Khusrau exhibition is
conceived in conjunction
with the Jashn-e-Khusrau —
a festival of music concerts,
films, lectures, exhibitions,
heritage walks, and poem
recitals — celebrating the
many legends, attributions,
contributions and his beloved
place (city of Dehli) of the
13th century historian, poet,
mystic, and musician — Amir
Khusrau.

During the exhibition
Masnavi recital by Ustad
Jameel Ahmad will also
be organized on Friday
8th March at 6.30 pm at
the National Museum
Auditorium.

The exhibition has been
curated from the collection of
the National Museum, New
Delhiin collaboration with the
Aga Khan Trust for Culture,
will remain open to the public
till24 March2013 from 10 am
till 5 pm (except Mondays).
Top bureau
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Dr. Abha Jyorti Parashar

S Consultant Radiologist & Ultrasonologist
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26919340, 46542926 Mob: 9899620200, 9650099108

MNew Dellu-

1710025

c‘wm New De
m Il: 8800707277

Yasir Clothing

T L W S
lctoms anal Qerits

Dinesh Gupta Ph.: 26184575
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