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London children under nine to get Polio vaccine after
more virus detected in sewage.

British health authorities have advised that one-nine-year-Olds
throughout London receive a polio vaccine booster, after
detection of the poliovirus in sewage from eight London
boroughs, the U.K. Health Security Agency said on Wednesday.
The overall risk, nationally, of paralytic polio was low, the UKHSA
added, because most people are protected by vaccination. After
type 2 poliovirus (PV2) was found in the Beckton (London) sewage
treatment plant in February, further sampling was done upstream
between February and July, and found at least one sewage sample
with the virus in each of eight London boroughs.

There was “high genetic diversity” among the PV2 isolates, as per
UKHSA, indicating that the transmission may have gone beyond a
close group of persons.

The U.K. was declared polio-free in 2003, with the last known case
of polio in the U.K. in 1984. Polio has been eradicated from most
countries in the world, with India achieving that milestone in 2014,
as per the World Health Organization.

The disease is still considered endemic in Pakistan and
Afghanistan. Of the 116 PV2 isolates that were identified in
London.
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Gaza hospital at breaking point after Israeli
bombardment.

For days, Palestinian health officials had been issuing warnings of
an imminent stop in the provision of medical services due to the
lack of fuel needed to operate the electricity generators in
hospitals and health facilities across Gaza.

The Strip’s only power plant had shut down on Saturday, days
after Israel stopped the planned transport of fuel into the
territory.

The situation is so sad and unimaginable,” Ashkinan, 65, said at
the hospital. “No human being can bear what we bear - from the
war going on against us, the defenseless civilians, or from the
constant power cuts or the running out of fuel?

“What is our fault, and what is the fault of our children, for all this
to happen to them?” At least 15 children were among the 44
people killed in the Gaza Strip in three days of Israel
bombardment, according to Palestinian health ministry officials.
Late on Sunday, Israel and the Palestinian Islamic Jihad armed
group declared a truce that appeared to be holding on Monday
morning.

Mohammad Abu Salmiya, Shifa’s director, said the collapse of the
health sector was an inevitable result of the 15-year Israeli
blockade imposed on the Strip. Now, he added, the electricity
crisis only came to exacerbate the sector's woes, paralysing all
departments and especially the intensive care unit, the oxygen-
generating stations and nurseries.
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Salman Rushdie is stabbed on stage 33 years after
fatwa, in NY hospital.

Author Salman Rushdie, who spent years in hiding and under police
protection after Iranian officials called for his execution 33 years ago, was
attacked and stabbed in the neck on Friday while onstage in Chautauqua,
western New York, the state police said.

The attack happened at about 11 am, shortly after. Rushdie took the stage
to deliver a lecture at the Chautauqua Institution, a community in western
New York that offers arts and literary programming during the summer.

Rushdie was taken by helicopter to a local hospital, the state police said in
a statement. His condition is not yet known. It was not clear what
motivated the attacker. Rita Landman, an endocrinologist who was in the
audience, said that Rushdie had multiple stab wounds, including one to
the right side of his neck, and that there was a pool of blood under his
body.

But she said he appeared to be alive. “People were saying, ‘He has a pulse,
he has a pulse he has a pulse,” Landman said. Suzanne Nossel, the chief
executive officer of PEN America, which promotes free expression, said
that “we can think of no comparable incident of a public attack on a
literary writer on American soil.”

“Just hours before the attack, on Friday morning, Salman had emailed me
to help with placements for Ukrainian writers in need of safe refuge from
the grave perils they face,” she said in a statement. “Salman Rushdie has
been targeted for his words for decades but has never flinched nor
faltered.” Rushdie spent about 10 years under police protection, living in
hiding after Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini, the Supreme Leader of Iran
after the 1979 Iranian Revolution, called for his execution in 1989 because
his novel The Satanic Verses was considered offensive to Islam.
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I Don’t Like Modi’s India; History Won’t Be Kind to
Him: Romila Thapar

In an interview about how she views the last 75 years of India's
independence and what sort of country India has become, prominent
historian Romila Thapar has said she “doesn’t like Modi's India”. Explaining
why, she said it's too narrow and too limited. Romila Thapar says Modi's
India does not represent the fulfiiment of the dreams and expectations
she had in 1947 when she was a 15-year-old who was terribly excited by
independence. Speaking as a historian about how history is likely to
remember Narendra Modi, she made it clear that it is unlikely to be kind
to him. He may be a colossus, but history finds that all colossi have
cracked feet.

In a 42-minute interview with Karan Thapar for The Wire, which is part of a
continuing series of interviews about India at 75, Romila Thapar also said
that India’s middle class is letting down the country. She says it's not
sufficiently loyal to the idea of India. The interview begins with Romila
Thapar explaining what independence meant to a young 15-year-old in
1947. She speaks of her dreams and expectations which she illustrates
with personal anecdotes from her life. These anecdotes also explain the
strengths and qualities that allowed India to defy doubters who were
prophesying that it would not survive as a united country. Romila Thapar
says Nehru laid the foundations of India which have kept us going. She
describes the Nehruvian India she knew from the age of 15 till 32. She
talks about the Emergency as well as how she views the rise of Narendra
Modi and his emphasis on Hindutva and Hindu nationalism.
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