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The Central Board of Secondary
Education (CBSE)'s decision to provide
question papers solely in English or
Hindi has put students of Urdu medium
schools in a difficult position. This
decision impacts Urdu medium schools
across India including Maulana Azad
National Urdu University (MANUU)
where students have traditionally been
instructed in Urdu. Now, these students
are being compelled to choose between
English or Hindi while filling out their
admission forms, which creates a
challenge for those more proficient in
Urdu.

According to a report in The
Telegraph, CBSE directed that question
papers for classes 10 and 12 be printed
only in English or Hindi, emphasizing
that answer sheets written in any
language other than these two, without
the board's explicit permission, would
not be evaluated. CBSE further noted
that students writing answers in a

T

language not permitted by the board
would have their results announced
without any marks awarded for that
subject. This places MANUU students in
a precarious situation as many of them
are not as comfortable with Hindi or
English.

The issue has been compounded by
the fact that CBSE was fully aware of the
Urdu medium of instruction at MANUU
schools when granting them affiliation.
These schools, established in 2010,
were previously provided question
papers in English, Hindi, and Urdu until

2020. However, since 2021, the board
stopped supplying Urdu-language
question papers without prior notice.
Despite the change, students continued
to write their answers in Urdu for the
last three years. But with the latest
directive, they will no longer be allowed
todoso.

An official from one of the MANUU
schools expressed frustration, stating
that students are facing significant
difficulties in understanding question
papers in Hindi or English, as they had
been accustomed to receiving them in
Urdu. The sudden change in policy has
left these students struggling, and many
are now facing uncertainty regarding
their ability to perform well in exams
under these new constraints.

Thousands of students enrolled in
Urdu medium (CBSC) schools will have
difficult time due to this decision. Only
in Delhi there are 12 CBSC pattern Urdu
medium schools.
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A Facebook user shared the viral clip
and wrote: “Traitor in Police -: Latest
News: Shahnawaz Khan, who worked as
DSP in Kanpur, Uttar Pradesh, was
caught by an anti-corruption team with
illegal weapons and crores of Rupees.
He was caught red-handed as he was
handing out guns, pistols, etc. to his
friends. Indeed, a Muslim can never be
a patriot... even if he is in a government
job; he is ready for anything to spread
terror... now Yogi Baba will take this
case well!”

This post was attached to the video
and was essentially a bribery case that
was deliberately turned upside down to
malign the entire Muslim community
and spread canard against them
withoutany rhyme or reason.

The sequence of the story goes like
this; one person goes to the police
station to file a case in under the
Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribe
(Prevention of Atrocities) Act. He meets
the head constables Shahnawaz Khan
and Yogesh Kumar who demanded a
bribe of Rs 20,000 which was later

renegotiated to Rs 15,000. The victim .

went to the police station with the bribe
money along with the Vigilance
department team that entrapped
Shahnawaz Khan. This arrest was
captured live by the Vigilance team to
showcase its accomplishments.
Confirming that it was a bribery case,

Rajesh Singh, a Vigilance team member
refuted the false claims on social media.
“Shahnawaz was arrested only for
taking a bribe of Rs 15,000 and there
were no weapons or crores of cash with
him,” Rajesh Singh said.

Shahnawaz, was a head constable
and not a DSP as reported in the social

media. He was a Peshkar (person who
does documentation) in the ACP's office
in Babupurva, Kanpur. The allegation of
supplying weapons and crores of cash
was only a canard that was spread by
anti-Muslim forces in social India.

It seems some people with anti-
Muslim agendas are regulating social
media with the sole purpose of
spreading hatred against Muslims in
India.

Such a kind of cybercrime is a new
kind of hate crime that has sprung up
under the BJP rule. Making use of the
power of the Internet such crime is
being committed and such criminals go
scot-free as there is none to rein in the
Hindu nationalists.

The saddest part is there is none to
raise the voice against such injustices
going on against Muslims in India. This is
a chilling commentary on the status of
MuslimsinIndia.

By Syed Ali Mujtaba

Syed Ali Mujtaba is a journalist
based in Chennai. He can be contacted
at syedalimujtaba2007 @gmail.com
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As the 16th anniversary of the Batla
House encounter approaches, the
painful memories of this tragic event
have resurfaced. The government’s
continued evasion of a judicial inquiry
into the incident raises serious con-
cerns, not just for the Muslim commu-
nity of India, but also for the justice-
seeking citizens of the country. Many,
including people from outside the
Muslim community, have consistently
questioned the police operation and
demanded an impartial judicial
investigation. However, the govern-
ment has yet to take a clear stance on
this demand, leading to growing
frustration and anger among the
Muslim community and other justice
advocates.

The incident occurred on
September 19, 2008, in Jamia Nagar,
Delhi, where the Delhi Police claimed to
have killed two young Muslim men from
Azamgarh, Atif Amin and Mohammad
Sajid, alleging that they were members
of the banned organization SIMI. From
the outset, various human rights
organizations and the Rashtriya Ulama
Council have raised serious doubts
about the police’s version of events.
Mohammad Sajid was reportedly just
14 or 15 years old at the time of his
death, adding to the skepticism
surrounding the encounter.

The Delhi Police claimed that as
soon as they knocked on the door of the
flatin L-18, Jamia Nagar, they were met
with gunfire. However, a critical

question remains: if the gunfire came
from inside the flat, how did Inspector
Mohan Chand Sharma, who was
leading the operation, get shot from
behind? This is just one of many
unresolved questions that fuel ongoing
suspicion about the encounter.

The families of those killed have
endured years of grief and loss.
Mohammad Sajid’s father, deeply
devastated by his son’s death, spent his
remaining days in sorrow, continuously
haunted by the question, “When will
we get justice?” Sadly, he passed away
without ever seeing justice served.
Similarly, Atif Amin’s father, who
tirelessly campaigned alongside the
Rashtriya Ulama Council for justice for
his son, also died without resolution.
Adding to his tragedy, another son
passed away three years ago, leaving
the family shattered by loss.

Both families continue to live with a
profound sense of injustice and
deprivation. Who will address their
pain—the government or the Delhi
Police? According to Section 176 of
India’s Criminal Procedure Code, it is
mandatory to conduct a magistrate
inquiry into any police encounter. We
call on the government to honor the
Indian Constitution, if not the rights of
Muslims, by conducting a proper
investigation to clear the doubts
surrounding this police operation.

The demand for a judicial inquiry
has been strongly championed by
Maulana Aamir Rashadi, leader of the

Rashtriya Ulama Council, alongside
other leaders and activists. Their
fearless pursuit of justice, despite
government resistance, is commend-
able. The Batla House encounter
remains a dark chapter in the history of
independent India, where two young
men were killed in cold blood, in
violation of human rights and the rule of
law. Mohammad Sajid was reportedly
justateenager, helping out atalocal gas
shop in his hometown of Sanjarpur,
Azamgarh. Yet, media reports uncriti-
cally labeled him as an expert bomb-
maker. How could a 13- or 14-year-old
child acquire such skills? Following the
encounter, a wave of arrests ensued,
targeting educated Muslim youth like
Mohammad Saif from Sanjarpur,
Mohammad Shehzad from Azamgarh,
and Abu Bashar from the village of
Binapara. Many were imprisoned
without sufficient evidence, including
Shehzad who was sentenced to life
imprisonment by Delhi’s Saket Court.

During his trial, Shehzad questioned
the court: “How could anyone survive a
jump from the fourth floor of L-18?” His
request for the court to visit the site was
denied, and he was sentenced despite
the serious doubts about his involve-
ment. Last year, Shehzad died in prison.
The building in question is four stories
high, making it nearly impossible for
anyone to survive a jump from such a
height, raising further questions about
the police’s account of the events.

The government must order a

judicial investigation to address the
deep suspicions surrounding this case.
Justice must be served, not only for the
families of Atif and Sajid but for all the
innocent young men who continue to
suffer due to wrongful imprisonment.
The sacrifices of the Rashtriya
Ulama Council in this matter must not
be forgotten. Azamgarh, a district now
seeing positive developments in
education and progress, has long
struggled with the aftermath of this
encounter. It is crucial that we encour-
age the youth of the Muslim community
to pursue legal studies, as a strong legal
and political presence is essential to
securing justice for our people. The
community must also work toward
building political strength to confront
the injustices it faces. In this struggle,
Maulana Aamir Rashadi’s relentless
efforts will always be remembered and
honored.
-By Zakir Hussain

Days after massiue nrotesl IIBIIIO|IIIOII of illegal IlIII'IIIIIIS of Dharavi mosque begins

Mumbai: The demolition of
unauthorised portions of a mosque in
Dharavi in Mumbai has begun, office
bearers of the trust that manages the
place of worship said on Monday.

Areportonthe demolition has been
submitted to the Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation, an office bearer
told PTI.

“Since the mosque is surrounded by
slums, it might take some time for the
demolition to be completed,” he added.

On September 21, hundreds of
residents had blocked the arterial 90-
feet road in Dharavi to stop a BMC team

from demolishing illegal portions of the
mosque.

To defuse the situation, trustees of
the mosque held talks and submitted a
written request to the deputy commis-
sioner and assistant commissioner of
the BMC's G North ward seeking four to
five days to remove these portions.

During the protest, some individu-
als allegedly pelted stones at a BMC
vehicle, breaking its front glass, after
which an FIR was registered under
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, Maharashtra
Police Act and Prevention of Damage to
Public Property Act. — IANS

People opposing Waaf Bill 2024 hﬂ\le close ties with Gong: Raj minister

Amid the ongoing controversy over
the Wagf Board, state minister Kirodi
Lal Meena has now targeted many
leaders including the Congress High
Commandontheissue.

Taking adig at the central leadership
of the Congress he said many leaders
including Congress President
Mallikarjun Kharge, former Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot and Salman
Khurshid are instigating Muslims
against Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
A big conspiracy is being hatched
against the central government.

The property of the Waqf Board is
not anyone's personal property. But
Fazal-ur-Rahim, associated with the All
India Muslim Personal Board, illegally
sold government, temple and pasture
lands in the name of Waqf to a special

community and created a mini Pakistan.
“Those opposing the Wagf Amendment
Bill 2024 have a close connection with
Congress leaders. Some leaders were
misleading and inciting people. A

campaign is being launched against
Prime Minister Narendra on this issue,”
Meena told reporters at a press
conference here. Meena alleged that
the national general secretary of the

All-India Muslim Personal Law Board
Fazlur Raheemisinciting Muslims of the
country andis bent on causing violence.

He said that Raheem, having a close
connection with senior leaders of the
Congress, is running a campaign against
Modito create unrest and instability.

Meena said that a 'new Pakistan'
has been habituated by Raheem and his
relatives on government land, Mandir
Mafi land in a dozen colonies in Amber
and Kishanpura in Jaipur where 40
mosques and 30illegal slaughterhouses
are operating. He said similar work is
being done in other parts of the
country, including Ahmedabad and
Mumbai. He also showed some videos
of Raheem to stake his claims along
with photographs with the Congress
top brass.
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