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Sharia, Manusmriti or Indian Constitution

Prof. Ram Puniani

he Indian Constitution

has been the outcome of
the values which emerged dur-
ing our freedom struggle. The
Constituent Assembly, broadly
a representative of India, formu-
lated the Indian Constitution
which as a whole is the guide to
our national life.

The Constitution calls for
democratic society based on
Liberty, Equality, Fraternity and
Social justice.

There was a section of political
opinion mainly formed by con-
servative Hindus and those ar-
guing that India should become
a Hindu nation; who opposed it
right from the start.

The leaders of Hindu nation-
alist politics, supported by the
conservative sections of soci-
ety’s opinion; was articulated by
an article in Organiser, the RSS
mouthpiece, which opposed the
Indian Constitution; saying that
there is nothing Indian about it
and it will not be accepted by
the Hindus. Savarkar, went on
to say that Manu smriti is the
Constitution today.

In this spirit Swami Avimuk-
teshwaranand recently stated
that Manu smriti is above the
Indian Constitution.

This stream is not the only
one to undermine the constitu-
tion and showing the primacy
of ‘word of God’ or sacred scrip-
tures. Maulana Mufti Shamail
Nadwi made a similar state-
ment.

This Maulana has come to
prominence in the last few
days after his debate with Javed

Akhtar on “Does God exists”. In
a viral clip, he asserts that “Mus-
lims erred by accepting secu-
larism and the supremacy of
national institutions over Sha-
riah, criticizing democracy and
the notion of placing the nation
(desh) above religion.

He questions whether be-
lievers should passively accept
court verdicts conflicting with
Islamic law. These statements,
while presented as theological
opinions, have been interpreted
by critics as undermining India’s
constitutional secularism and
promoting religious suprema-
cy.

While Manu smriti is a com-
pilation representing the values
of Brahmanism, the dominant
stream within Hinduism, Sha-
ria is based on multiple things.
Sharia (Arabic: the path) is the
Islamic legal-ethical system de-
rived from:

“Quran, Hadith (sayings/ac-
tions of Prophet Muhammad),
[jma (consensus of scholars)
and Qiyas (analogy)” It guides
personal conduct and law, not
just punishments. In practice,
Sharia is interpreted through
schools of jurisprudence (Sun-
ni: Hanafi, Shafii, Maliki, Han-
bali; Shia: Ja‘fari), so there is a
diversity within the legal system
of Sharia.

Out of nearly 55 Muslim ma-
jority countries it shapes the
laws etc. only in Saudi Ara-
bia, Iran and Afghanistan fully.
Partly it is implemented in a few
other Muslim majority coun-
tries. In India it forms a base
in matters of Muslim personal
laws only.

So, what does one do with
changing times and the social
patterns, which have occurred
over a period of centuries when
these laws were devised. Those
doing politics in the name of re-
ligion in India harp on bringing
in Manu smriti and countries
like Iran, Afghanistan and Saudi
Arabia are having sharia in full.
In many Muslim countries it is
not implemented or implement-
ed only in part.

Can Sharia be above the Con-
stitution as the Mufti claims?

The legal luminary Faizan
Mustafa in a video https://chat-
gpt.com/s/t_6958cc1175d8819
18e5e6573c342c651 argues that
in every country the Constitu-
tion is supreme. The Constitu-
tion does consider Sharia in
many countries and integrates
some aspects of that in the Con-
stitutions.

So, what is the status of dem-
ocratic institutions in Muslim
majority countries? There are
different degrees of ‘democracy’
in these countries. At the mo-
ment many social sites are criti-
cizing Shamail for encouraging
Muslims not to follow the con-
stitution, which is an anti-patri-
otic act.

On the other hand, many are
praising the Mufti for uphold-
ing the Sharia. It is interesting
to note that during the medieval
period of Indian History, the
Muslim Kings did not make it
obligatory for the state.

While Mufti Shamail has one
opinion there are others like As-
ghar Ali Engineer, the foremost
scholar of Islam in India; who
have different idea about the
role of Sharia viv a vis Constitu-
tion.

Dr. Engineer harps on Shura
(Mutual consultation); to ar-
gue that democracy and related
principles are possible in the
contemporary World. Dr. En-
gineer says a Quranic concept -
and modern-day representative
democracy - merely a human
concept — may not be exactly
similar. However, “the spirit
of modern democracy and the
Quranic injunction to consult
people is the same”.

As per him “New institutions
keep on developing and hu-
man beings, depending on their
worldly experiences, keep on
changing and refining these in-
stitutions. And in the contem-
porary world, the concept of
Shura should mean democratic
process and constitution of
proper democratic institutions
of which elections are a neces-
sary requirement.”

The Quranic text not only
gives the concept of Shura
(democratic consultation) but

“does not support even remote-
ly any concept of dictatorship or
authoritarianism”

In Indias freedom struggle,
which was based on demo-
cratic principles and aimed at
democratic institutions; very
tall Islamic scholar Maulana
Abul Kalam Azad and a dedi-
cated Muslim leader Khan Abdl
Gaffar Khan (to name the few)
strove for the values and insti-
tutions of democratic secular
country.

Just a few years ago the Muslim
women through the Shaheen
baug movement showed their
democratic strength in protect-
ing the community from the
fear of disenfranchisement.

What is needed in contempo-
rary times? In India as Muslims
are being targeted by Hindutva
politics, they have become a be-
sieged community. The con-
servatism among Muslim com-
munity is rising. The major issue
confronting them is to save their
rights as citizens using modern
institutions.

Even in Islam there are various
streams of laws and systems of
jurisprudence. Since this is part
of Sharia, in that case what Sha-
ria recommends will be another
contentious issue. Since Mus-
lims are a minority in this coun-
try, they already have Personal
laws, which are again under op-
position.

Today Hindu right wing is the
dominant retrograde tendency
trying to bring to fore the values
of Manu smriti. Such assertions
which want to bring inequal-
ity in the garb of religion are not
welcome. We need to also look to
some European countries where
religion is on the backfoot.

We are living in contradic-
tory times. On one side human
society has developed the prin-
ciples of dignity and equality
as represented in the UN char-
ter and on the other religious
rightwing has become stronger
during the last few decades.
While Mufti is knowledge-
able in concepts of Islam, we
also need to know what are the
trends of contemporary society
and values of democratic insti-
tutions.
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When Faith Prevails BGVOII(I Reason

Najmuddin Farooqui

he long-standing and often

circular debate over the sci-
entific evidence for the existence
of God may, from a strictly intel-
lectual standpoint, appear to yield
no definitive conclusion.

Yet such debates are rarely re-
membered for their logical out-
comes alone. Sometimes, their
true significance lies in the social,
psychological and spiritual re-
sponses they evoke.

One such debate conducted be-
tween an Islamic cleric and a self-
proclaimed disbeliever stands out
precisely for this reason. Ironi-
cally, it unfolded as one of the
most secular discussions within a
deeply non-secular environment.

Broadcast live and watched by

millions online, it became one
of the most viewed programs on
YouTube within a short span of
time. While some observers re-
garded it as an exercise in futility
particularly for viewers who in-
vested nearly two hours listening
to familiar arguments it neverthe-
less proved to be an engaging and
absorbing public spectacle.

The Islamic scholar, a relatively
unknown figure before the event,
appeared  well-prepared and
deeply motivated by his faith and
devotion to Allah. His objective
was not merely to defend belief,
but to inspire and instil faith in
his audience.

The aftermath of the debate was
telling, the cleric emerged as a
widely recognised public figure,
sought after by media outlets and
embraced by the Muslim masses,
while his already well-known op-
ponent remained where he was
unchanged in stature or influence.

From a critical perspective, a
person who professes no faith
has little need to promote disbe-
lief unless driven by a desire to
advance scientific temperament,
particularly among the youth.

Such advocacy is often linked to
aspirations for material progress
and success in a modern, materi-
alistic world. There is nothing in-
herently wrong with this pursuit;
material success is a legitimate as-

piration and a right for everyone,
including Muslims.

However, human life cannot
be reduced solely to material
achievement. Faith in the exist-
ence of God becomes indispen-
sable precisely at the point where
logic, reason and scientific expla-
nation reach their limits.

In a world of nearly eight bil-
lion people, those who identify
as having “no faith” constitute a
relatively small minority. While it
is impossible to quantify faith or
measure the depth of one’s belief
or love for God, it is evident that
a vast majority of people, even
while striving for worldly success,
quietly seek divine help and reas-
surance.

Those who love God purely for
spiritual fulfilment and the hope
of a better hereafter may indeed
form a small minority, but their
presence underscores an essen-
tial truth faith serves purposes
beyond measurable outcomes.

Notably, belief in God is not
confined to religious communi-
ties alone. A significant number
of scientists and more strikingly,
medical professionals despite
practising evidence-based med-
icine, often encourage patients
to pray for health and recovery.

This reflects an implicit recog-
nition that healing is not purely
mechanical and that the human

mind and spirit play vital roles
in recovery.

Religious individuals, by and
large, tend to display greater
emotional and psychological
resilience. They are often less
stressed, more disciplined and
better able to cope with adversi-
ty, even in conditions of limited
resources or wealth.

Statistically, they exhibit lower
rates of suicide and severe men-
tal breakdowns, and they often
report greater inner peace and
better sleep.

Modern medical science itself
acknowledges its limitations.
Despite remarkable advances,
the human brain remains one
of the greatest frontiers of scien-
tific inquiry.

Neuroscience has yet to fully
understand the intricate net-
work of approximately 86 bil-
lion neurons and their hun-
dreds of trillions of connections.
Until this mystery is unravelled,
claims of complete understand-
ing of human consciousness,
belief and faith remain prema-
ture.

In this space of uncertainty
where science pauses and wis-
dom humbly admits its limits
faith continues to endure, heal
and guide. Submission, it seems,
does not weaken humanity
rather it sustains it.

From Strategy to Partnership
India-Germany Ties Take Shape

In a rapidly changing and in-
creasingly complex world
marked by conflicts, contradic-
tions and strategic rivalries, coun-
tries are being compelled to chart
new and independent paths. Fo-
cusing on cooperation rather than
confrontation remains the most
effective way to avoid conflicts. In
today’s global environment, deep-
er engagement is required across
defence, technology, energy, sci-
ence and research, trade and in-
novation. Against this backdrop,
India and Germany are steadily
strengthening their bilateral rela-
tionship.

India was among the first
countries to formally recog-
nise Germany after the Second

World War. Diplomatic rela-
tions between the two nations
were officially established on
March 7, 1951, and this year
marks 75 years of those ties.
The milestone comes at a sig-
nificant moment, as German
Chancellor Friedrich Merz is
on his first official visit to India.

Chancellor Merz’s visit as-
sumes particular importance
at a time when trade-related
tensions persist between India
and the United States. Notably,
India was chosen for his first
Asia tour as Chancellor, break-
ing a long-standing tradition in
which German leaders typical-
ly visited China or Japan. This

shift underscores India’s grow-
ing strategic importance in
Germany’s foreign policy cal-
culations. The warmth of the
relationship was on display at
Ahmedabad’s Sabarmati River-
front, where Chancellor Merz
joined Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi at the International
Kite Festival, symbolising the
rising trajectory of India-Ger-
many ties.
Substantive fol-
lowed at Mahatma Mandir in
Gandhinagar, where the two
leaders oversaw the signing of
19 agreements spanning semi-

discussions

conductors, critical minerals,
free transit visas, defence, space

cooperation, renewable energy
and environmental protection.
Germany is India’s largest trading
partner within the European Un-
ion, with bilateral trade in goods
and services reaching significant
levels in 2024-25. Chancellor
Merz’s visit is also being viewed
as the beginning of a deeper and
long-term engagement between
India and the European Union.
This is further reflected in the
upcoming visits of European
Union leaders for India’s Repub-
lic Day celebrations, followed by
the visit of French President Em-
manuel Macron to New Delhi for
the Artificial Intelligence Impact
Summit.
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AMU Donor Writes to Union Education Minister Alleging
Religious Harassment of Hindu Woman Professor

New Delhi : An alumnus
and donor of Aligarh Muslim
University (AMU), Prof. Jasim
Mohammad, has written a let-
ter to Union Education Min-
ister Dharmendra Pradhan,
raising serious concerns over
the alleged harassment and in-
stitutional marginalisation of a
senior hindu woman professor,
Prof. Rachana Kaushal, and
accusing the university’s top
leadership of “grave adminis-
trative abdication and moral
collapse”

In the letter, Prof. Jasim Mo-
hammad, has directly named
AMU Vice-Chancellor Naima
Khatoon, holding her respon-
sible for failing to act on a
formal complaint submitted
in September 2025 by Prof.
Kaushal. He alleges that de-
spite the seriousness of the
allegations—ranging from
denial of statutory rights and
professional humiliation to ex-
clusion from academic bodies

AMU Donor & Alumnus

Dr Jasim Mohammad

AMU Prof Rachna Kaushal = pr=s
y ma Khatoon

and communal prejudice—the
university administration re-
mained silent and attempted
to bury the issue, thereby dam-
aging the credibility and public
image of Aligarh Muslim Uni-
versity.

Referring specifically to Prof.
Rachana Kaushal’s complaint
September 2025, the alumnus
describes it as emblematic of a
deeper rot within the universi-
ty. According to the letter, the
complaint details deliberate

SUBSGRIPTION FORM

professional marginalisation,
denial of statutory entitle-
ments, sustained humiliation,
and communal targeting—
charges serious enough, he ar-
gues, to warrant immediate in-
tervention and an independent
inquiry. “The Vice-Chancellor
did none of this,” the letter
notes, adding that inaction has
emboldened misconduct rath-
er than curbed it.

The letter further argues that
such matters should have been

resolved internally through
transparent and fair academic
processes.

Placing the issue in a wider
context, Prof. Jasim Moham-
mad states that since June
2017—and with increasing
intensity in recent years—
AMU has become an environ-
ment marked by fear, anxiety,
and psychological trauma for
both teachers, employees and
students. “In such an atmos-
phere, how can the ideals of
the National Education Policy
(NEP) 2020 be realised?” the
letter asks, warning that an in-
stitution paralysed by mistrust
cannot educate a confident
and innovative generation.

He has urged the Ministry
of Education to constitute a
high-level, independent com-
mittee to examine governance
failures at AMU, with a specif-
ic mandate to assess fear, anxi-
ety, and institutional trust on
campus.
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Press Release 9

Qatar Ambassador hlghllghts cultural
partnershlp at New DelhiWorld Book Fair

NEW DELHI:
Ambassador of the
State of Qatar ex-
pressed delight at ad-
dressing the  press
ahead of the opening of
the New Delhi World
Book Fair, describing
it as one of the region’s
leading cultural plat-
forms and emphasizing
Qatar’s strong belief in
the role of culture and
knowledge in building
bridges of understand-
ing among peoples.

Speaking at the press
conference, the Ambas-
sador said Qatar’s par-
ticipation as Guest of
Honour at this year’s
Fair underlines its ongo-
ing commitment to pro-
moting cultural and in-
tellectual dialogue and
strengthening  knowl-

The

S g
L\

NEW DELHI

WORLD BOOK FAIR
2% 10-18 JANUARY 2026

Bharat Mandapam

edge exchange between
the Arab world and In-
dia, both home to civi-
lizations rich in history,

New Delhi: The world’s
largest B2C global book
fair returns with its 53rd
edition in the national
capital from 10 January.
Organized by the Na-
tional Book Trust (NBT)
with support from the
Ministry of Education,
Government of India,
the nine-day fair will run
until 18 January 2026 at
Bharat Mandapam, with
the India Trade Promo-
tion Organisation as co-
organizer.

More than one thou-
sand publishers from
over 35 countries will
participate, and over one
thousand speakers will
take part in more than
600 literary and aca-
demic events. Over two
million visitors are ex-
pected. For the first time,
entry to the fair will be
completely free, reflect-
ing NBT’s commitment
to making books and
reading more accessible

World’s Largest Glohal
Book Fair Begins

to the public.

The fair will be inaugu-
rated by Union Educa-
tion Minister Dharmen-
dra Pradhan. This year,
Qatar will be the Guest
of Honour and Spain the
Focus Country. The cen-
tral theme pavilion, “In-
dian Armed Forces: His-
tory, Valour and Vision,”
will span 1,000 square
meters and pay tribute
to the Army, Navy and
Air Force, showcasing
more than 500 books,
exhibitions, documenta-
ries, models and special
programs. Over 100 ses-
sions featuring defence
experts, noted authors
and former military of-
ficers will highlight lead-
ership, patriotism and
national service among
youth. Special exhibi-
tions on Vande Mata-
ram and the 150th birth
anniversary of Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel will
also be held.

heritage and diversity.

He recalled that Qa-
tar’s participation in
last year’s edition of the
Fair included the launch
of the Malayalam-lan-
guage book “As Seen,
Read and Lived, Qa-
tar Through My Eyes:
History, People and
Sovereigns” by His Ex-
cellency Sheikh Faisal
bin Qassim Al Thani.
He described this as
an important cultural
milestone that reflected
the depth of cultural
ties and Qatar’s dedica-
tion to reaching readers
across languages and
cultures.

The Ambassador also
cited the recent launch
of “The Doha Historical
Dictionary of Arabic”
as a landmark schol-
arly achievement docu-
menting the historical
development of Arabic
vocabulary over cen-
turies. He said the pro-
ject stands as evidence
of Qatar’s steadfast
support for scientific
research, knowledge
production and the
preservation and global
presence of the Arabic
language.

He noted that Qatar’s
participation in the Fair

'ORESS

— v-
e ® f'_.%. l#unwnraoﬂ

reaffirms its support for
cultural and intellec-
tual initiatives, as well
as its contributions to

publishing and transla-
tion, based on the belief
that the book is not just
a carrier of knowledge
but a universal human
message that promotes
openness and dialogue
beyond borders.

Expressing hope that
this year’s New Delhi
World Book Fair will
provide a vibrant forum
for idea exchange, ex-
pertise sharing and fos-
tering a love of reading
across society, he said
Qatar was confident its
participation would add
meaningful value to the
event. He concluded by
thanking the organizers,
partners in the Republic
of India and the media
for their continued sup-
port and wished the Fair
every success.

NEW DELHI: Jasim
Ahmed Al Bouenin, Di-
rector of the Doha In-
ternational Book Fair,
said he was pleased to
take part in the press
conference for the New
Delhi World Book Fair,
describing it as a global
platform where cultures
meet and ideas are ex-
changed. He said Qatar
was honored to be select-
ed as the Guest of Honor
this year, represented by
the Ministry of Culture

of Qatar.
Al Bouenin noted that
cultural relations be-

tween Qatar and India
are rich, deeply rooted
and continue to grow
through dynamic de-
velopment and strategic
partnerships. He said a
wide range of activities
and events will be organ-
ized at the Qatar Pavil-
ion, including displays
of key publications by
the Ministry of Culture,

Qatar to showcase culture as Guest
of Honor at New Delhi World Book
Fair; Jasim Ahmed Al Bouenin

as well as a selection of
books translated from
Hindi.

He added that the
pavilion will also pre-
sent authentic Qatari
heritage, with speak-
ers highlighting Qa-
tari culture and tradi-
tions and the role of
the Indian commu-
nity in Qatar’s cultural
life, particularly in
strengthening  coop-
eration between the
two countries. Visitors
will also be able to see
Qatari handicrafts and
enjoy musical perfor-
mances by a Qatari
folk ensemble.

Expressing gratitude,
Al Bouenin extended
sincere thanks to the
organizers of the New
Delhi World Book Fair
for their efforts and for
selecting the State of Qa-
tar as Guest of Honor,
wishing them continued
success.
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