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Jamaat-e-Islami Hind Calls for 2026 to be the “Year of Justice,
Peace, Unity and Incluswe Sustainable Development for All”

JIIII&

New Delhi: Jamaat-e-Islami
Hind (JIH) held its press con-
ference on 03 January 2026,
during which the organisa-
tion articulated serious con-
cerns on rising communal
polarisation, winter distress
among the poor, and targeted
violence against religious
and regional minorities.

Addressing the press, Prof.
Salim Engineer, Vice
President of JIH said India
has always been a deeply reli-
gious country with a rich
legacy of coexistence and
communal harmony. “By
and large, our religious lead-
ers and institutions have
played a pivotal role in pro-
moting unity in diversity.
However, this legacy is under
threat,” he said. He expressed
grave concern over the rise
in communal rhetoric,
Islamophobia, hate speeches,
mob lynching, and religious
discrimination.

Quoting the South Asia
Justice Campaign’s India
Persecution Tracker for 2025,
Prof. Engineer said the report
reveals “a sharp escalation
in state and non-state abuses
against religious minorities,
mainly Muslims,” including
extrajudicial Kkillings, mob
violence, arbitrary deten-

tions, punitive demolitions,
rampant hate speech, and
forced deportations. He noted
that these patterns intensi-
fied after a major terror inci-
dent, leading to reprisals,
mass arrests under pretexts
such as cow protection and
security threats, and heavy
casualties among Adivasis in
counter-insurgency opera-
tions.

“It cannot be denied that
certain forces are misusing
religion for political benefits
by creating a chasm between
religious communities
through communal polariza-
tion,” Prof. Engineer said. At
the same time, he asserted
confidence in the moral
strength of society, stating,

Jlllit
o
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“We feel that the people of
India have the strength and
wisdom to overcome and
defeat the communal forces
in our country.”

Prof. Salim Engineer high-
lighted that Jamaat-e-Islami
Hind has been working tire-
lessly through interfaith and
peace initiatives such as
Dharmik Jan Morcha and
Sadbhavna Manch. “These
platforms have been instru-
mental in bringing people
together to engage in dia-
logue, understand one anoth-
er, and build bridges of
unity,” hesaid. He announced
that to redouble these efforts,
Jamaat-e-Islami Hind has
resolved to make 2026 the
“Year of Justice, Peace, Unity

and Inclusive Sustainable
Development for All,” calling
it an opportunity to reaffirm
commitment to social harmo-
ny, justice, brotherhood, and
a better future for all citi-
zens.

Speaking on winter dis-
tress, the JIH Vice President
Malik Motasim Khan said
Jamaat-e-Islami Hind, in col-
laboration with like-minded
organisations, is actively
supporting the poor and
homeless through wide-
spread blanket distribution
drives across northern and
eastern India. He said these
efforts respond to severe cold
waves that disproportionate-
ly affect vulnerable popula-
tions living in open spaces
and inadequate shelters.
“Warm blankets are provid-
ed to those in need, regard-
less of religion, caste, or
background,” he said.

He urged the Government
of India to take proactive and
coordinated action during
winter, including expanding
night shelters, distributing
warm clothing, providing hot
meals, deploying mobile
health units, and strengthen-
ing early warning systems.
He also appealed to citizens
to contribute through dona-

tions, volunteering, and com-
munity care so that “no one
is left unprotected during
harsh winter conditions.”

Malik Moatasim Khan
expressed deep alarm over
the surge in targeted violence
and harassment against
Christian communities
across various regions of
India. “We stand in solidarity
with the Christian communi-
ty in this hour of crisis,” he
said. He warned that inci-
dents such as disruption of
prayer meetings, burial-
related disputes, and allega-
tions under anti-conversion
laws risk creating an atmo-
sphere of anxiety and mis-
trust if left unaddressed.

Malik Moatasim Khan
also strongly condemned
the horrific lynching of
Anjel Chakma, a young
MBA student from
Tripura, describing it as “a
hate crime rooted in racial
prejudice and a result of
sustained discrimination
and othering of our fellow
citizens from the
Northeast.” He said such
attacks expose a failure of
society and weaknesses in
law enforcement that allow
anti-social elements to feel
immune.

Police notices to JNUSU
leaders spark row

NEW DELHI: The
Jawaharlal Nehru
University  Students’

Union (JNUSU) on

measures at the univer-

sity’s central library.
According to an offi-

cial statement, the notic- no

NEW DELHI:
Minister Rajnath Singh
said on Saturday that
nation becomes

Defence Minister unveils portraits of Vajpayee,

Madan Mohan Malawya at Assembly

Defence

Saturday accused the
university administra-
tion of targeting student
representatives  after
Delhi Police issued
enquiry notices to cur-
rent and former union
office bearers over pro-
tests against surveillance

es followed an FIR filed
by the JNU administra-
tion against JNUSU
president Aditi Mishra,
vice president Gopika,
general secretary Sunil,
joint secretary Danish
and former JNUSU pres-
ident Nitish Kumar.

Two accused involved
in ATM fraud arrested

NEW DELHI: Delhi
Police on Saturday
arrested two accused
allegedly involved in
ATM fraud in the South-
West District. The
arrests were made by
the staff of Kishangarh
Police Station as part of
intensified patrolling
and surveillance to curb
crime and ensure the
safety and security of
residents.

According to a state-
ment released by the
South-West  District
police, the arrested
accused have been iden-
tified as Salman, son of
Kabir, and Salman, son
of Usman. With their
arrest, the police recov-
ered one country-made
pistol (desi katta), two
live cartridges, Rs 12,700
in cash, four ATM jam-
ming devices.

great merely through
resources, technology,
or economic strength,
but its true strength
lies in the ideals it
adopts as the founda-
tion of its life-values
and the personalities it
holds as its role models.
Unveil portraits of
Bharat Ratna Atal
Bihari Vajpayee and
Bharat Ratna Pandit
Madan Mohan
Malaviya at the Delhi
Legislative Assembly,
Rajnath Singh said,
“Ideals are not merely
objects of remem-
brance, but guiding
inspirational forces.”
“That is why, in the
tradition of our ideals,
along with Ram,
Krishna, Buddha, and
Mahavira, we also
include Mahamana
Malaviya Ji and the

revered Atal Ji,”
The Defence Minister
said, “Atal Ji taught us
how to remain humble
even while in power
and how to serve the
nation's interests even
while in the Opposition.
His life teaches us that
the beauty of democra-
cy lies not in differences
of opinion, but in the
manner of resolving
them.”

He said, "Here, in the
historic precincts of the

Delhi Legislative

he said.

Bihari

memory."

Assembly, we are cele-
brating the birth cente-
nary of India’s former
Prime Minister, Atal
Vajpayee.
During the ceremony,
the portraits of Atal
Bihari Vajpayee and
Pandit Madan Mohan

these great leaders and
bow in respect to their

The portraits were
installed in the Assembly

House as a lasting trib-
ute to the monumental
contributions of these
two national icons to
India’s democracy, edu-
cation, culture and pub-

lic life, said Speaker
Vijender Gupta.
The programme wit-

Malaviya were also nessed the release of a
unveiled. I pay my coffee table book titled
heartfelt tribute to ‘Bharat Mata’, which

presents Indian nation-
alism as expressed
through painting, archi-
tecture and literature,
he said.
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CM Rekha Gupta orders free packed
sugar for 65,883 Antyodaya families

NEW DELHI: Delhi Chief
Minister Rekha Gupta
has approved the free
distribution of branded
sugar packs to all benefi-
ciaries under the
Antyodaya Anna Yojana
(AAY), an official said
on Saturday.

The decision was
taken by CM Gupta-
chaired Delhi Cabinet
meeting.

It is aimed to serve as
a New Year gift from the
Chief Minister for the
poor and marginalised
sections, the official said
in a statement.

The scheme will be
implemented from
January 2026 to March
2027, covering a total
period of 15 months,
ensuring sustained sup-
port and enhanced food
security for the most
vulnerable sections.

Sharing details of the
decision, Chief Minister
Gupta said that under
this initiative, all AAY
beneficiaries in Delhi

will be provided one
kilogram of sugar per
month, free of cost, in
properly branded and
standardised packets.

This initiative marks
another concrete step in
the Delhi government's
pro-poor policies, ensur-
ing both food security
and access to quality
supplies.

At present, sugar is
distributed in loose form
through fair price shops,
which often leads to
issues such as dust,
moisture, contamina-
tion and short weighing.

The shift to one kg
packaged and branded

packets will ensure
improved hygiene, safe
storage, ease of handling
and accurate measure-
ment. As per official esti-
mates, 65,883 AAY fami-
lies in Delhi will benefit
from the scheme, with
each eligible household
receiving one kg of sugar
per month.

Until the finalisation
and approval of a new
tender for branded pack-
aging, distribution will

continue under the
existing system to
ensure uninterrupted

supply to beneficiaries.
Chief Minister Gupta
said that the Delhi gov-

ernment is working in
line with the vision of
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, who has
consistently placed the
welfare of the poor at the
centre of governance.

She added that the
Delhi government
remains committed to
translating this vision
into tangible outcomes
through sustained
efforts for the upliftment
of the poor and disad-
vantaged.

The Chief Minister
said that this commit-
ment is reflected in ini-
tiatives such as afford-
able and nutritious
meals through Atal
Canteens, housing for
economically weaker
families, free ration, and
accessible healthcare
services.

The Delhi government
firmly believes that no
needy citizen should be
deprived of basic neces-
sities and essential pub-
lic services.

Riots case: SC to deliver verdict on
bail pleas of accused on Jan 5

NEW DELHI: The Supreme
Court will on Monday pro-
nounce its decision on the bail
pleas of seven accused, includ-
ing student activists Umar
Khalid and Sharjeel Imam, in
the alleged "larger conspiracy"
case linked to the 2020 Delhi
riots.

As per the causelist published
on the website of the Apex
Court, a Bench of Justices
Aravind Kumar and Prasanna
B. Varale will deliver the judg-
ment on January 5.

The bail pleas have been filed
by Umar Khalid, Sharjeel Imam,
Gulfisha Fatima, Meeran
Haider, Shifa-ur-Rehman,
Shadab Ahmed, and Mohd.

Saleem Khan, facing charges
under the stringent Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act
(UAPA), has been in custody for
more than five years.

Earlier, on December 10, the
Supreme Court had reserved its
verdict on the batch of special
leave petitions (SLPs) challeng-
ing the Delhi High Court's refus-
al to grant bail to the accused in
the 2020 riots "larger conspira-
cy" case.

After hearing both sides, the
Justice Kumar-led Bench direct-
ed the petitioners as well as the

prosecution to file any additional
documents in support of their
submissions by December 18.

Opposing the bail pleas,
Solicitor General (SG) Tushar
Mehta, appearing for the Delhi
Police, had contended that the
violence was not a spontaneous
communal clash but a "well-
designed, well-crafted, orches-
trated and preplanned" attack on
the sovereignty of the nation.

"This was not a spontaneous
act of violence; this was an attack
against the sovereignty of the
nation," the SG had argued, rely-
ing on speeches, WhatsApp chats
and other material to claim a
"clear and discernible attempt to
divide the society on communal
lines".

He had argued that the delay in
the trial proceedings was attrib-
utable to the accused since they
were "not cooperating" and "each
of them argued for 4-5 days for
opposing framing of charges".

"Now, in all cases where it's
difficult to defend on facts, the
mechanism is to delay the trial
and not to go into the merits and
say 'give me bail'. This has
become a pattern,” SG Mehta
added.

Earlier, on September 2, last
year, the Delhi High Court had
dismissed the bail pleas of
Khalid, Imam and several other
accused in the case, observing
that a prima facie case under the
UAPA was made out against
them.

( CRIME

)

Interstate arms trafficker
arrested, 2 pistols seized

NEW DELHI Delhi
Police have arrested an
alleged illegal arms sup-
plier from the Shastri
Park area of northeast
Delhi and recovered two
sophisticated pistols
and six live cartridges
from his possession, an
official said on Saturday.

The accused has been
identified as Ankit (26),
also known as Munna, a
resident of Ghaziabad in
Uttar Pradesh. Police
said he is allegedly
linked to an interstate
arms trafficking racket
operating in the Delhi-
NCR region. According

to police, Ankit revealed
during interrogation
that he entered the ille-
gal arms trade after
being released from jail
and was supplying fire-
arms across Delhi-NCR.

He also disclosed that
he procured weapons
from another supplier
identified as Sonu alias
Kale. Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(Crime) Aditya Gautam
said police received spe-
cific inputs on January
2 about an arms supplier
expected to arrive near
Shastri Park Metro
Station.

Man shot dead in
property dispute in Narela

NEW DELHI: A 55-year-
old man was allegedly
shot dead following a
property-related dis-
pute in outer north
Narela area,
police said on Saturday.
Two men have been
taken into custody in
connection with the
incident.

Police said the case
came to light when
Dinesh Kumar, a resi-
dent of Ghoga village,
along with Bhoop
Singh, walked into
Narela police station
and claimed he had shot
Dharampal, a resident
of the same village,
using his licensed

Delhi’s

revolver over a dispute
linked to property-sale
commission. A police
team accompanied the
accused to the spot,
Dharampal’s
body was recovered
from near a tubewell in
Ghoga village.

The body was identi-
fied by the victim’s son,
Pradeep, while crime
team and forensic sci-
ence laboratory offi-
cials examined the
scene and collected evi-
dence. A case has been
registered under rele-
vant sections of the
Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita and the Arms
Act

where

3 held for high-value

burglary in South Delhi

NEW DELHI: Delhi Police
have arrested three peo-
ple in connection with a
high-value burglary at
the residence of an elder-
ly woman in south Delhi
and recovered stolen
jewellery, cash and a
scooter worth over 30
lakh, officials said on
Saturday.

The accused have been
identified as Ishaq alias
Kalua (24), Pawan (26)
and Bharat alias Vicky
(23). Police said Pawan
and Bharat are listed as
active “bad characters”
of Ambedkar Nagar
police station.

The Dburglary was

reported on January 1
after the woman
returned home in the
morning to find the main
gate handle broken and
household items scat-
tered.

Her complaint stated
that gold and silver jew-
ellery accumulated over
her lifetime, along with
cash, had been stolen.

Police registered a
case under relevant sec-
tions of the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita and anal-
ysed CCTV footage,
which showed three sus-
pects entering the house
around 3 am with their
faces covered.
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News 9

Yellow
Alert

New Delhi: Weather con-
ditions have changed
across Delhi and the
National Capital Region
(NCR). The national
capital is currently cov-
ered in a blanket of fog,
with dense cloud cover
prevailing in many ar-
eas.

According to the India
Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD), light rain
or drizzle is likely in
Delhi and several parts
of the NCR on New
Year’s Day. The weath-
er is expected to remain
unsettled even after the
rainfall.

On January 1, Delhi is
likely to remain cloudy

Light Rain Likely in Delhi on New

with light to moderate
fog during the morn-
ing hours. Light rain
or drizzle may occur in
different parts of Delhi
and the NCR.

sky is expected to re-
main partly cloudy.
Light fog is likely in
many areas during the
morning, while dense
fog may occur at some

issued a yellow alert
for fog for January 2.
A similar yellow alert
for fog has also been
issued for January 3,
with light to dense fog

Year’s Day; Yellow Alert for Fog Issued

parts of Delhi and the
NCR during the morn-
ing hours.

From January 4 to
January 5, the sky is
expected to remain
clear, although light to
moderate fog may per-
sist in the mornings.

The minimum tem-
perature in Delhi on
January 1 and 2 is
expected to range be-
tween 9°C and 11°C. A
drop in temperature is
likely thereafter, with
minimum tempera-
tures between 7°C and
9°C expected on Janu-
ary 3, 5, and 6. Weather
conditions in NCR cit-
ies are expected to re-

throughout

the day,

On January 2, the

places. The IMD has

expected in

several

main largely similar.

Delhi Police Seize Heroin
Worth Over 10 Crore

New Delhi: Delhi
Police’s Crime
Branch has busted a
drug supply network
allegedly planning
to distribute narcot-
ics during New Year
celebrations. During
a raid, police seized
2.034 kilograms of
heroin, estimated to
be worth over Rs.
10 crore, and arrest-
ed two suspected
members of a pro-
fessional drug traf-
ficking syndicate.
The arrested ac-
cused have been
identified as Anshul
Rana and Ganga
Prasad alias Vicky,
who are believed to
be key members of
a regional drug syn-
dicate. Police also
seized six mobile
phones, which were
allegedly being
used to coordinate
cross-border opera-
tions, and impound-
ed the vehicle used
for supplying heroin
across the Delhi-

NCR region.
During interroga-
tion, Anshul Rana

reportedly con-
fessed that he was
part of an organised
gang involved in
heroin  distribution
in Delhi-NCR. He
disclosed that the
seized consignment
had been procured
from Ganga Pras-
ad alias Vicky, who
sourced the heroin
from Bareilly in Uttar
Pradesh.

Earlier this month,
the Delhi Police
Anti-Narcotics Task
Force busted an in-
ter-state drug racket
and seized 348.176
kilograms of ganja,
valued at approxi-
mately Rs. 1.75
crore in the interna-
tional market. The
contraband was be-
ing transported from
Andhra Pradesh to
Delhi-NCR, con-
cealed in a truck
carrying watermel-

ons. Two accused,
Intezaar Malik and
Rizwan, were ar-
rested in that case.
Meanwhile, the
South-East District
of Delhi Police con-
ducted a special
drive named ‘Op-
eration Aaghat 3.0’
on Friday. Under the
operation, 285 ac-
cused were arrest-
ed under the Excise
Act, NDPS Act and
Gambling Act. As a
preventive  meas-
ure, 504 individu-
als were detained,
while 116 listed of-
fenders were also
arrested. During the
operation, police re-
covered 21 country-
made pistols, 20 live
cartridges and 27
knives.
Additionally,
12,258 quarters of
illicit liquor, 6.01
kilograms of ganja,
and %2.30 lakh in
cash were seized.
Police also confis-
cated 310 mobile
phones, 231 two-
wheelers, and one
four-wheeler.

Two arrested in

Faridabad g

Faridabad: Two
accused have been
arrested on the charg-
es of gang-raping a
woman in a moving
van for two hours in
Haryana’s Faridabad
after offering her a
lift, police said on
Wednesday.

According to the
officials, the incident
occurred on the inter-
vening night of Mon-
day and Tuesday.

A woman was try-
ingtofindaride home
when a van stopped,
and two men lured
her into the vehicle.
They promised her
that they would get
her home, but instead
took a turn towards
the Gurgaon Road.

When the woman
objected, she was
beaten. The accused
raped her for two
hours and later threw
her out of the moving
car near SGM Nagar
and fled the scene.
The woman was ad-
mitted to a private
hospital in an injured

condition.

An FIR has been
registered based on
the complaint of the
victim’s family, and
the police are check-
ing CCTV camera
footage.

Police spokesper-
son Yashpal Singh
said that the victim’s
sister stated in her
complaint that she
received a call from
her sister at 8.30
p.m., who told her
that she had an argu-
ment with her mother
at home and was go-
ing to her friend’s
house.

The victim said she
would return from
her friend’s house in
three hours.

According to
the wvictim’s sister,

ang-rape case

around 12.00 a.m.,
the victim was wait-
ing for a ride to go
home, but failed to
get it. Soon after, the
accused offered a lift
to the victim, which
she accepted.

Itis alleged that af-
ter giving her a lift,
the two men drove
the van towards
Gurugram  Road.
After passing the
Hanuman Temple
on the Faridabad-
Gurugram road, one
of the accused con-
tinued driving the
car while the other
raped the woman.
The accused drove
around on the
Faridabad-Guru-
gram road for two
hours, according to
the officials.
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