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From Right based MNREGA to
allotment-based G-RAM-G

Ram Puniyani

round the time of

Rath Yatra when
BJP began to rise, it
projected itself as ‘par-
ty with a difference’. As
the electoral power of
this party started going
up many thinkers and
writers were not much
worried as they saw in
BJP, another side of
the then ruling Con-
gress. Its colours start-
ed coming up when
even the dominant
partner in the NDA with
Vajpayee as the leader.
It came to power twice
for short periods last-
ing for 13days and 13
months before it ruled
for nearly 6 years with
Vajpayee as the Prime
minister. Many of those
writers did see the ‘dif-
ference’ of this party as
stifing of democratic
norms were very much
in the air even during
that time.

The period of UPA
| in particular was
marked by a series
of schemes based on
the concept of ‘rights’.
Right to information,
health, food, educa-
tion and what have
you. Probably this
was the peak point
of Indian democracy
as average and poor
citizens’ rights came
to the forefront. The
social movements put

adequate pressure
to ensure that the
Government comes

forward not only to
fulfil its constitutional

duties and start the
schemes based on
the concept of rights
but also to ensure that
the empowerment of
the deprived sections
is upheld.

With the third term
of the Narendra Modi
Government, the core
agenda of communal
politics is becoming
more apparent. Na-
tionalism was con-
structed around Hindu

identity, concentra-
tion of power with the
central government,

undermining the very
concept of federal
state and that ‘India is
a Union of states’. Side
tracking the schemes
structured around
Rights and bringing
forth the schemes that
come more as poli-
cies of the authoritar-
ian state, where the
state is dishing out
schemes to the peo-
ple. Schemes are
coming up where de-
centralization is being
done away with.
There is a percep-
tion that BJP-RSS are
just against Muslims.
The truth is that it is
against the margin-
alized and labouring
section of masses,
Dalits, workers, Adi-
vasis and women in
particular. We have
witnessed the ‘farm
laws’ which the peas-
ants opposed were
stubbornly introduced.
For the withdrawal of
these peasants had
to sacrifice nearly 600
lives before they could
be repealed. We re-
cently saw the labour
codes which take
away the hard-earned
rights of labouring
masses. And now we
are seeing a similar
process against farm

workers as MNREGA
is being scrapped and
VB G-RAM-G is being
brought in.

The Central Gov-
ernment is scrapping
Mahatma Gandhi Na-
tional Rural Employ-
ment Act (MNREGA)
and bringing in Viksit
Bharat — Guarantee
For Rozgar and Ajee-
vika Mission (Gramin)
Bill, 2025 (VB-G RAM
G). A good mix of Eng-
lish and Hindi/Urdu
words to make an ac-
ronym RAM, the Lord
who has been an im-
portant identity issue
around which BJP has
developed its divisive
politics.

The major factors
the new bill aims are,
first to increase the
number of days from
100 to 125 days. It
may sound an im-
provement on the
existing 100 days in
MNREGA. As such
MNREGA is based on
the demand of the un-
employed citizen. As
per MNREGA Sang-
harsh Morcha, “MGN-
REGA establishes a
statutory right to work
that is demand-driven
and universal i.e. any
person willing to do
unskilled manual work
in any rural area must
be provided work.
But under the VB-G
RAM G Bill, Section
5(1) states “the State
Government shall, in
such rural areas in the
State as notified by
the Central Govern-
ment, provide to eve-
ry household whose
adult members vol-
unteer to do unskilled
manual work, not less
than 125 days of guar-
anteed employment.”

The cat is out of the
bag. The Central Gov-
ernment will be noti-
fying authority as to
in which areas it will
apply. It reduces the

universal nature of the
scheme to the areas
notified by the Cen-
tral Government. Sec-
tion 4(5) of the VB-G
RAM-G Bill states
“The Central Govern-
ment shall determine
the State-wise norma-
tive allocation for each
financial year, based
on objective param-
eters as may be pre-
scribed by the Central
Government,” while
Section 4(6) further
provides that “Any ex-
penditure incurred by
a State in excess of
its normative alloca-
tion shall be borne by
the State Government
in such manner and
by such procedure as
may be prescribed by
the Central Govern-
ment.”

The logic off MN-
REGA is put upside
down as MGNREGA
funding is based on
demand to a supply-
driven system. In G-
RAM-G demand has
to conform to a prede-
termined budget.

In MNREGA 90% of
funds were to come
from Central Govern-
ment, while G-RAM-
G, in most states Cen-
tre will give only 60%
of funds, and the re-
maining 40% has to
come from the state
Governments, which
are already starved
of funds. The states
in turn due to paucity
of funds may not reg-
ister the demands for
employment by many.
Gram Sabhas were
doing the planning at
local level, in contrast
now G-RAM-G this
provision is overturned
by Schedule 1, clause
6(4) of the VB-G RAM
G Bill which states
that “Viksit Bharat Na-
tional Rural Infrastruc-
ture Stack shall guide
States, Districts and
Panchayati Raj Insti-
tutions in identifying
priority infrastructure

gaps, standardising
work designs, and
ensuring that public
investments  contrib-
ute measurably to
saturation outcomes
at the Gram Panchay-
at, Block and District
levels.” This is a se-
vere undermining of
the Panchayati Raj
concept, developed
and implemented with
changes towards de-
mocratization so far.
“Section 6(2) of
VB-G RAM G bill
states “The State
Governments shall
notify in advance, a
period aggregating to
sixty days in a finan-
cial year, covering
the peak agricultural
seasons of sowing
and harvesting, dur-
ing which works un-
der this Act, shall not
be undertaken.”. This
is in total contrast to
what was there in MN-
REGA. The deletion
of Gandhi’'s name is
also a point in the new
scheme where name
RAM has been intro-
duced through lin-
guistic acrobatics. It is
Hindu nationalist ide-
ology, which spread
hatred in the society
due to which we had
to lose the father of
our Nation. (as per
Sardar Patel). Gandhi
is such a global figure
now that he cannot be
sidelined. So, he has
been made the am-
bassador of Swachh
Bharat Abhiyan alone.
While in this employ-
ment scheme he has
been deleted, this is
a political signal from
BJP that it is not Gan-

dhi whose ideology
they pursue.
So this change

shows the BJP agen-
da to quite some
extent, away from
Gandhi’s ideology, un-
dermines federalism,
the concept of Rights
and doesn’t care for
the marginalized!
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Grand Salami Conference in Memory of
Dr. IVIaoha Singh Held in Nuh

w

DR. MANMOHAN SING
GRAND SALAMY EDNFESRIENGC'E'

(Former Prime Minister o India)
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Nuh, Haryana: A “Dr. Man-
mohan Singh Grand Salami
Conference” was successfully
organized yesterday in Nuh to
pay tribute to the former Prime
Minister of India, Dr. Manmo-
han Singh. The conference wit-
nessed the presence of several
eminent political, social, and in-
tellectual personalities from dif-
ferent regions and communities.
Former Member of Parliament
Mr. Bijender Singh graced the

conference as the Chief Guest.
Prominent leaders from Ra-
jasthan, including senior Meena
community and marginalized
sections’ leader Mr. K.C. Ghu-
mariya, Muslim social thinker
Hafiz Manzoor Ali Khan, for-
mer Union Minister Chaudhary
Virender Singh, along with many
other political and social figures,
actively participated in the event.
The conference was conducted by
Mr. Ch. Akbar Qasmi, while the

program was organized by the
Saanjhi Virasat Manch.

On this occasion, Mr. Saj-
jad Khan, Founder and CEO
of Hijrat International Group,
warmly hosted and extend-
ed hospitality to all the dig-
nitaries and  participants.
The event was held in Nuh (Me-
wat) and was further enriched by
an address from Ms. Arifa Utsa-
hi, who joined and spoke from
Delhi. Speakers highlighted Dr.

24 llecemlner 4:00 m
Khedla Community centre
Iha n'ﬂ'ﬂ'nuuﬁ

Manmohan Singh’s contribu-
tions to the nation, his commit-
ment to constitutional values,
social harmony, inclusive devel-
opment, and his lifelong dedica-
tion to democratic institutions.
The conference concluded with
a collective resolve to uphold
the ideals of social justice, unity,
and shared heritage, which Dr.
Manmohan Singh consistently
stood for throughout his public
life.

NCERT Textbooks Reflect Ideological Distortions:
Ruchika Sharma at IHF Webinar

New Delhi : The Indian His-
tory Forum organized a webi-
nar titled “Rewriting the Past:
Distortions and Ideological
Interventions in NCERT His-
tory Textbooks” on 22 Decem-
ber 2025. The session featured
historian Dr Ruchika Sharma,
who critically examined recent
changes in NCERT history text-
books and their implications for
historical understanding and
social cohesion among millions
of students across the country.

In her address, Dr Sharma ar-
gued that the NCERT syllabus
for students aged 12 to 14 reflects
a clear ideological bias, particu-
larly in its treatment of medieval
Indian history. She noted that
Muslim rulers, especially the
Sultans and the Mughals, are
disproportionately  associated
with terms such as plunder, loot,
and destruction, while compa-
rable actions by non-Muslim
rulers receive little attention.
Referring to semantic analyses
of textbooks from Classes 6 to
8, she said this framing appears
to reflect a deliberate narrative

choice.

Dr Sharma also discussed
changes in senior secondary
textbooks, including the re-
placement of the term caste with
social realities in Classes 11 and
12. She argued that this shift is
ahistorical and downplays the
structural nature of caste op-
pression. She further raised
concerns about the composition
of NCERT committees, point-
ing to the presence of members
with ideological affiliations that
could influence curriculum de-
cisions.

Addressing temple destruc-
tion, Dr Sharma challenged the
tendency to associate this phe-

nomenon exclusively with me-
dieval Muslim rulers. She cited
examples from early medieval
South India, particularly during
the Bhakti period, where temples
linked to Jainism and Buddhism
were converted or destroyed as
part of sectarian consolidation.
She emphasized that religious
identities in pre-modern India
were fluid and that conflicts also
existed among non-Muslim tra-
ditions. She added that temple
destruction was often driven by
political and economic motives
rather than religion alone.

Dr Sharma also highlighted
the misrepresentation of po-
litical alliances across religious

lines. She referred to Mughal
Rajput collaborations and Malik
Ambar’s use of Maratha forces to
show that political pragmatism,
rather than religion, shaped
most conflicts. She questioned
portrayals of Chhatrapati Shiva-
ji as a devout Hindu, noting that
Hinduism as a unified category
is a colonial construct.

She further expressed concern
over the inaccurate presentation
of genetic studies related to the
Aryan migration debate in Class
12 textbooks, warning that such

distortions risk encouraging
communalized interpretations of
history.

Responding to questions on
resisting state sponsored distor-
tions, Dr Sharma acknowledged
institutional pressures faced by
academics but stressed the need
for collective scholarly action.

The session concluded with
closing remarks by Raaid
Azzam, who thanked Dr Ru-
chika Sharma and the partici-
pants. The webinar was hosted
by Raaid Azzam on behalf of the
Indian History Forum.
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Article 9

Najmuddin Farooqi

he question of

whether Indian
Muslims should en-
gage in dialogue with
Mohan Bhagwat, the
RSS Chief or directly
with the BJP-led gov-
ernment raises an
even more fundamen-
tal question: why en-
gage at all and with
whom ?

Several explanations
are often offered. First,
there is genuine anxi-
ety within the commu-
nity about the present
political and social cli-
mate. Second, some
perceive Mohan Bhag-
wat as a compara-
tively moderate voice
within the Hindutva
ecosystem. Third, it is
believed that engaging
with a single individual
who symbolically rep-
resents and arguably
shapes the ideological
core of Hindutva may
be more practical than
navigating multiple
layers of government.

Whatever the motiva-
tion, not every attempt
at dialogue should be
viewed as a conspiracy
or a betrayal. Assign-
ing blame, questioning
intentions or purpose
of Muslim NGOs indi-
vidual or group is futile
and unnecessary. A
crucial question must
be addressed upfront:
What are the expected

outcomes of such dia-
logue and at what cost
2

Before delving into
tactical advantages or
disadvantages, Indian
Muslims should seek
clear answers to cer-
tain fundamental and
principled  questions
from Mohan Bhagwat
himself: “How does he
view Hindu minorities
living in Muslim-major-
ity countries such as
Pakistan, Bangladesh,
or Arab nations ? Does
he advise the Sana-
tan Hindu to cross re-
ligious boundaries to
demonstrate loyalty to
their nations ? Should
they publicly denounce
India as an enemy
country to prove their
own patriotism ? Is it
ethical for a religious
majority or state sys-
tem to dictate to a mi-
nority what aspects of
their faith are accepta-
ble and what not ? And
finally, is it justifiable to
engage with just any
individual to deliberate
on the jurisprudence
of another religious
faith, rather than con-
sulting its recognised

/’/'/\ ) \ 7\ N

clergy those who are
widely acknowledged
and respected, even
beyond international
borders, within the re-
ligious community to
which they belong in
order to arrive at a fair,
informed and credible
conclusion ?”

These questions are
not rhetorical, they go
to the heart of reci-
procity, ethics and mi-
nority rights. Without
clarity on these issues,
dialogue risks becom-
ing symbolic rather
than substantive.

Engagement also
carries potential casu-
alties. One must as-
sess Bhagwat's ac-

tual influence both
within the RSS cadre
and within the rul-

ing establishment. Is
his leadership strong
enough to reshape at-
titudes on the ground
? Has the RSS genu-
inely transformed its
ideological legacy,
spanning from M.S.
Golwalkar to the pre-
sent, or does histori-
cal baggage continue
to shape its worldview
? Can the painful and

controversial actions
and the legacy of RSS
which continues to ex-
ist throughout hundred
years history realisti-
cally and logically be
erased from our col-
lective memory ?

Can the Indian Mus-
lims, through dialogue,
meaningfully alter the
deeply entrenched
perceptions held by
large sections of the
Hindu majority ? Dia-
logue alone cannot
undo decades of mis-
trust unless it is ac-
companied by insti-
tutional change and
consistent action.

Given these com-
plexities, it is essen-
tial to reconsider the
broader political real-
ity. Ignoring the un-
deniable influence of
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on the Hindu
psyche would be un-
realistic. His govern-
ment’s command over
governance struc-
tures, media narra-
tives and its perceived
influence over consti-
tutional institutions is
a defining feature of
contemporary India.

This raises a critical
counter-question: if
engagement is neces-
sary, why not engage
directly with the gov-
ernment of the day,
which holds executive
power enforcement of
law and order deploy-
ment of security forces
and shapes policy out-
comes ?

In conclusion, dia-
logue is not inherently
wrong but it must be
strategic, principled
and grounded in real-
ism. Indian Muslims
must carefully weigh

intentions, power
structures, historical
context and tangi-

ble outcomes before
choosing whom to
engage with and on
what terms. Dialogue
should be a means to
justice and equality,
not an end in itself.

Finallyy, no matter
what challenges come
our way, we must never
lose faith in ourselves.
Success will inevitably
be achieved sooner or
later and it can be at-
tained without compro-
mising our rightful faith
and beliefs.
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