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Russia urges IAEA to keep its inspection into Iranian
nuclear programme within neutral, apolitical framework

Cairo: Russia’s Foreign Minister Ser-
gey Lavrov has urged UN’s nuclear 
watchdog chief, Rafel Grossi, to keep the 
International Atomic Energy Agency’s 
(IAEA) investigation into Iran’s nuclear 
programme within a balanced, neutral, 
non-political, and impartial framework, 
saying any renewed cooperation must be 
on mutually acceptable terms.

“We call on IAEA Director General 
Grossi, who is pushing to restore con-
tacts with Tehran, to strictly adhere to 
the founding mission of the IAEA Sec-
retariat,” Lavrov told the media in Cairo 
on Friday, reports TASS today.

“Th is includes the neutral, unbiased, 
and professional nature of assessments 
and the broader activities of this organi-
sation,” Lavrov added.

Iran and the International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA) have found 
each other at loggerheads in the past 
six months, before reaching an uneasy 
technical understanding in the Egyptian 
capital in September, aft er Egypt mediat-
ed a deal between Tehran and the IAEA, 
geared towards the gradual restoration 
of the UN nuclear watchdog’s access for 
inspecting its nuclear sites.

Following the reimposition of all pre-
2015 international sanctions on Teh-
ran back in September, Iranian Foreign 

Minister Abbas Araghchi deploring the 
move, claimed that the US and the E-3 
nations had “killed” the Cairo nuclear 
agreement through its hostile actions.

Lavrov, commenting on the recent 
tussle between Tehran and Vienna, 
said that Iran could not be expected to 
resume full cooperation on fair terms, 
while being cornered into a wall and be-
ing bombed with economic and political 
sanctions.

“Moscow backs eff orts to resume talks 
between Iran and the IAEA, but only on 
a fair basis that Tehran views as balanced 
and consistent with the agency’s man-
date,” he added.

Th e IAEA Board of Governors adopt-
ed a Western-backed resolution last 
month, urging Iran to provide full ac-
cess and information about its atomic 
research project, with diplomats noting 
that the measure was passed by a mas-
sive margin, with 19 votes in favour, 12 
abstentions, and only three against, with 
Russia, China, and Niger voting against 
it.

Th e resolution called on Iran to al-
low verifi cation of its enriched uranium 
stockpile and inspections at sites dam-
aged by US and Israeli airstrikes in June.

Accusing the US of trying to achieve 
through diplomacy what it could not 

gain by military force, he criticised 
Washington’s demands, stating “Th ey 
want us to accept zero enrichment and 
limits on our defence capabilities, add-
ing “Th is is not negotiation.

 Th is is dictation” Trump had previ-
ously said that Iran could avoid its past 
mistakes and further tensions by reach-
ing a deal, adding that any attempt to 
revive its nuclear programme without 
an agreement would prompt further 
US action, remarking that it missed a 
chance earlier though the table remains 
open.

Iran denies seeking nuclear weapons 
and claims its nuclear programme is for 
peaceful purposes, though this has been 
heavily disputed by the US, Israel, EU, 
and NATO states, citing Tehran’s ex-
tremely high levels of uranium enrich-
ment which far exceed levels needed for 
civilian use.

Also refusing to hold talks with 
Washington over Tehran’s nuclear pro-
gramme, Iran’s Supreme Leader Ayatol-
lah Ali Khamenei, in a fl at-out rejection 
of US demands for curbing uranium 
enrichment and its rebuilding its mis-
sile capabilities, mocked US President 
Donald Trump, saying that dealing with 
him was beneath the dignity of the Is-
lamic Republic.

Washington: US Secre-
tary of Homeland Secu-
rity Kristi Noem said on 
Saturday that US forces 
seized another oil tanker 
off  the coast of Venezuela 
earlier in the day.

According to Noem, 
the US Coast Guard, 
with support from the 
Department of Defense, 
intercepted the tanker in 
a pre-dawn operation on 
December 20. She said 
the vessel had last docked 
in Venezuela.

Th is marks the second 
such seizure in recent 
weeks. On December 10, 
US forces detained an-

other oil tanker near Ven-
ezuela, a move that the 
Venezuelan government 
condemned as “theft ” and 
a violation of internation-
al law, according to Xin-
hua News Agency.

US President Donald 
Trump has announced 

a blockade of oil tankers 
subject to US sanctions 
that are traveling to and 
from Venezuela. He stat-
ed that the United States 
would continue seizing 
vessels as part of this 
policy.

In a post on social 

media, Trump said the 
blockade was intended 
to pressure Venezuela to 
return oil and other as-
sets that he claims were 
taken from the United 
States.

Th e Venezuelan gov-
ernment strongly reject-
ed the announcement, 
calling it a “reckless and 
serious threat” that vio-
lates international law, 
free trade principles, and 
freedom of navigation. In 
a statement, Venezuelan 
authorities accused the 
United States of attempt-
ing to seize resources 
that belong to Venezuela.

US Forces Seize Second Oil 
Tanker Near Venezuela

5.5-magnitude quake hits off Japan’s Aomori Prefecture
Tokyo:  An earth-

quake with a prelimi-
nary magnitude of 
5.5 struck off  Aomori 
Prefecture in northern 
Japan on Sunday, the 
country’s weather agen-
cy said.

Th e temblor occurred 
at 10:29 a.m. local time 
off  Aomori’s Pacifi c 
coast at a depth of 50 
km, measuring 4 on Ja-
pan’s seismic scale of 7, 

said the Japan Meteoro-
logical Agency (JMA).

Th e quake’s epicenter 

was located at a latitude 
of 40.7 degrees north 
and a longitude of 142.3 

degrees east.
No tsunami advisory 

was issued.
Although a week-long 

alert regarding the in-
creased risk of another 
strong earthquake was 
lift ed on Monday aft er 
a 7.5-magnitude tem-
blor struck northern 
and northeastern Japan 
on Dec. 8, JMA offi  cials 
urged people to remain 
cautious.
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Muslims Must Step Forward With Individual and Collective Efforts for

Communal Harmony in the Country: Syed Sadatullah Husaini, President, JIH
New Delhi: Jamaat-e-Islami 

Hind’s Communal Harmony 

Department organised a two-

day programme titled All India 

Communal Harmony Coor-

dinators’ Meet, in which men 

and women working at the 

grassroots level for communal 

harmony from nearly 20 states 

across the country participated. 

The objective of the meeting 

was to understand the situation 

of communal harmony in dif-

ferent states, review the work 

carried out so far, and provide 

guidance for future eff orts.

Addressing the gathering, the 

President of Jamaat-e-Islami 

Hind, Syed Sadatullah Husaini, 

said in his keynote address that 

work for communal harmony is 

not temporary but permanent in 

nature. He said Islam is found-

ed on correcting relationships 

among people and guiding them 

in the right direction. He added 

that the Quran places great em-

phasis on this, and the Prophet 

Muhammad (pbuh) devoted 

his entire life to this cause. He 

further said there is now a need 

to take this work beyond the 

individual level and strengthen 

it at the institutional level so 

it rests on fi rm foundations.

The Secretary General of 

Jamaat-e-Islami Hind, T Arif 

Ali, said eff orts for communal 

harmony are not a response to 

situational pressure. He said 

they are a responsibility and 

have always been part of the 

policy of Jamaat-e-Islami Hind. 

He added that just as harmony 

exists in every aspect of Al-

lah’s creation, harmony among 

human beings is also essential.

On the occasion, Swami Sar-

valok Anand Ji Maharaj spoke 

on the importance of inter-

faith dialogue for communal 

harmony and urged people to 

understand and respect their 

own beliefs as well as those of 

others. Gyani Mangal Singh 

Ji spoke on the importance of 

building bridges among all 

communities and said selfl ess 

service to people is the most 

eff ective means to achieve this.

Ms Shaista Rifat, National Sec-

retary of Jamaat-e-Islami Hind, 

spoke on the role of women 

in communal harmony. She 

said half of the world’s popu-

lation cannot be kept away 

from this eff ort. She urged 

women to come forward and 

play an active role, and said 

society and the nation must 

provide them with maximum 

opportunities in this regard.

During the programme, partici-

pants exchanged views on vari-

ous ideas to make the Dharamik 

Jan Morcha and Sadbhavana 

Manch more active and eff ec-

tive across the country. Prof 

Salim Engineer, Vice Presi-

dent of Jamaat-e-Islami Hind, 

advised participants to work 

with confi dence and without 

discrimination. At the conclu-

sion of the programme, partici-

pants from across the country 

expressed their resolve to unite 

all sections of society with full 

strength, patience, wisdom, 

perseverance, and courage.

All-India Communal Harmony Coordinators’ Meet Held in Delhi

Railways hikes travel fares, AC tickets 
to cost Rs 10 more for every 500 km

Despite No Stubble Burning or Firecrackers, Delhi 
Breathes Clean Air for Only 9 Days in Six Years

New Delhi : Indian 
Railways will implement 
a rationalised passenger 
fare structure from De-
cember 26, 2025, under 
which fares for long-dis-
tance travel will increase 

marginally while short-
distance, suburban, and 
season ticket passengers 
remain unaff ected.

Under the revised 
structure, there will be no 
increase in fares for sub-

urban train services and 
monthly season tickets, 
Railways said. Ordinary 
Class passengers travel-
ling up to 215 km will also 
not see any hike in ticket 
prices.

New Delhi: Even in the absence of 
stubble burning and fi recrackers for 
much of the year, Delhi continues to 
remain a gas chamber. A startling data 
point underlines the severity of the cri-
sis: over the past six years, residents of 
the national capital have experienced 

clean air on only nine days.
A thick blanket of smog has become a 

familiar sight for Delhiites stepping out 
of their homes. Th is persistent haze tells 
a grim story of air pollution, while de-
bates and blame games dominate social 
media and television studios.

Press Release Times Of  Pedia
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Jamiat Applauds Karnataka’s Anti-Hate Speech Law

The Nation Must Unite in a Collective Fight 
Against Hate: Maulana Mahmood Madani

Karnataka Assembly Passes Hate Speech and 
Hate Crimes Prevention Bill Amid BJP Opposition

New Delhi : The Presi-

dent of Jamiat Ulama-i-

Hind, Maulana Mahmood 

Madani, has welcomed 

the passage of a law by 

the Karnataka Assembly 

aimed at preventing hate 

speech and hate-based 

crimes.

He said that the Su-

preme Court of India has 

repeatedly observed that a 

“climate of hate prevails 

in the country,” which 

poses a serious threat to 

social harmony, frater-

nity, and the democratic 

fabric of the nation.

Against this backdrop, 

the initiative taken by the 

Karnataka government is 

a positive and signifi cant 

step towards promoting 

social cohesion and up-

holding the constitutional 

values enshrined in the 

Constitution of India.

Maulana Madani stated 

that Jamiat Ulama-i-Hind 

has consistently and for a 

long time been demand-

ing the enactment of an 

eff ective and comprehen-

sive law to curb hate and 

hate-driven violence.

In this regard, the Jami-

at has undertaken several 

initiatives both within 

and outside the courts, 

and has also established 

a dedicated department 

to address and counter 

the growing menace of 

hate. He recalled that it 

was on the petition fi led 

by Jamiat Ulama-i-Hind 

that the Supreme Court 

of India directed all states 

to ensure strict and eff ec-

tive implementation of 

the Tehseen Poonawalla 

Guidelines.

Referring to the April 

2023 observations of the 

Supreme Court, Maulana 

Madani said that the Apex 

Court had categorically 

held that taking action 

against hate speech is a 

constitutional responsi-

bility of the state machin-

ery. The Court further em-

phasized that authorities 

should not wait for formal 

complaints, but must act 

suo motu to prevent and 

curb such off ences.

However, he expressed 

regret that despite these 

clear directions, most 

states have so far failed to 

take concrete and eff ec-

tive steps. In this context, 

the proactive initiative 

taken by the Karnataka 

government off ers a 

much-needed ray of hope.

Maulana Madani 

stressed that the suc-

cess of any law against 

hate and violence does 

not depend merely on its 

enactment, but rather on 

its fair, transparent, and 

non-discriminatory im-

plementation.

He underlined the need 

for a careful and compre-

hensive study of the law, 

and for removing any am-

biguities in its defi nitions, 

so that no future govern-

ment is able to misuse it 

as a tool against minori-

ties or other vulnerable 

sections of society.

Reiterating his resolve, 

Maulana Mahmood 

Madani said that Jamiat 

Ulama-i-Hind will con-

tinue its principled strug-

gle across the country for 

peace, fraternity, and the 

supremacy of the Consti-

tution.

Maulana also appealed 

to all state governments 

to enact eff ective laws 

against hate speech and 

hate-based crimes in the 

light of the directions 

issued by the Supreme 

Court, so that those who 

spread hatred and poison 

social harmony can be 

held accountable.

Bengaluru:
Th e Karnataka Legisla-

tive Assembly on Th urs-
day passed the Hate 
Speech and Hate Crimes 
Prevention Bill, 2025, 
amid strong opposition 
and repeated disruptions 
by the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP). Th e Bill pro-
poses stringent penalties, 
including imprisonment 
of up to seven years and 
a fi ne ranging from Rs. 
50,000 to Rs. 1 lakh, for in-
dividuals or organisations 
found guilty of promoting 
hatred.

Introducing the Bill, 
Home Minister G. Para-
meshwara said the leg-
islation was necessary 
to curb the growing in-
stances of hate speech 
and hate crimes in soci-
ety. He noted that infl am-
matory statements made 
through speeches, books 
or electronic media could 

have serious social conse-
quences if left  unchecked.

Participating in the de-
bate, the Home Minister 
became emotional while 
sharing his personal expe-
riences of discrimination 
during childhood. He em-
phasised that hatred based 
on religion, caste and gen-
der was on the rise and 
needed to be addressed 
fi rmly through law. Stress-
ing the importance of 

constitutional values, he 
said true equality could 
be achieved only by fully 
implementing the Con-
stitution draft ed under 
the leadership of Dr B.R. 
Ambedkar.

According to the govern-
ment, the law will apply 
not only to fresh content 
but also to previously pub-
lished material that pro-
motes hatred. Th e objec-
tive, Parameshwara said, 

is to prevent the spread of 
divisive narratives and en-
sure social harmony.

Opposition Leader R. 
Ashoka strongly opposed 
the Bill, calling it an attack 
on freedom of expression. 
Questioning the need for 
such legislation 75 years 
aft er Independence, he al-
leged that the law could be 
misused to target political 
opponents and suppress 
dissent. He also claimed 

that the Bill lacked ad-
equate safeguards, in-
cluding clear provisions 
for bail, and warned that 
journalists could be jailed 
under its provisions.

Ashoka described the 
Bill as a “political weapon” 
and cautioned the ruling 
party that it could be used 
against them in the fu-
ture as well. He urged the 
government to exercise 
caution before enacting 
such a law. Th e debate wit-
nessed heated scenes aft er 
Minister Byrathi Suresh 
made remarks concerning 
people from the coastal 
region, triggering pro-
tests from BJP legislators. 
Th e House saw repeated 
interruptions, with BJP 
MLA Sunil Kumar rais-
ing objections and point-
ing towards the Speaker. 
Despite the uproar, the 
government succeeded in 
passing the Bill.
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SAMLA Observes Minority Rights Day, Calls for 
Justice, Equality and Constitutional Morality

New Delhi: The South Asian 

Minorities Lawyers Associa-

tion (SAMLA) marked Minority 

Rights Day at the India Islamic 

Cultural Centre, bringing togeth-

er senior jurists, former judges, 

leading advocates, academics 

and human rights defenders. 

The programme, themed “Mi-

norities’ Rights – South Asian 

Perspective”, focused on the 

growing challenges faced by mi-

norities across the region. Over 

40 senior lawyers were felici-

tated for completing 35 years of 

distinguished service to the legal 

profession.

Salman Khurshid, Senior Ad-

vocate and former External Af-

fairs Minister, reaffi  rmed his 

commitment to SAMLA’s mis-

sion, stressing that coexistence 

rooted in morality, culture and 

shared humanity is the only ethi-

cal and sustainable response to 

social divisions. Drawing from 

John Rawls’ The Idea of Justice, 

he underlined fairness, constitu-

tional values and informed dem-

ocratic participation.

Justice Iqbal Ansari, former 

Chief Justice of the Patna High 

Court, described equality as a 

timeless struggle and asserted 

that democracy survives on the 

principle of “agreeing to disa-

gree.” He cautioned against the 

political misuse of religion and 

emphasised that the Constitution 

remains India’s strongest safe-

guard of freedom.

Senior Advocate of Supreme 

Court Chander Uday Singh 

warned against the growing 

“normalisation of persecution,” 

recalling past communal target-

ing and condemning hate crimes, 

mob lynchings and the misuse of 

laws that criminalise interfaith 

relationships. He urged citizens 

to resist injustice by saying, “not 

in my name.”

Sr. Advocate Nasir Aziz, 

President of SAMLA, pledged 

renewed resolve to de-

fend minority rights across 

South Asia. Sr.Advocate 

Rakesh Khanna, former Presi-

dent of the Supreme Court Bar 

Association, highlighted con-

stitutional safeguards for mi-

norities, while Mr. Wajahat Ha-

bibullah, former Chairman of 

the National Commission for 

Minorities, stressed the proac-

tive role of minorities in nation-

building.

During the programme, SAM-

LA adopted a comprehensive 

resolution reaffi  rming its com-

mitment to protecting the reli-

gious, ethnic, linguistic and cul-

tural rights of minorities in South 

Asia.  A souvenir of SAMLA was 

released on the occasion. The 

welcome address was delivered 

by Feroz Khan Ghazi, who high-

lighted SAMLA’s contributions 

and the continuing challenges 

faced by minorities.

Central Bank of India Sets a Strong 
Example of Social Responsibility

New Delhi : On the auspicious 
occasion of its 115th Foundation 
Day, Central Bank of India’s Delhi 
South Regional Offi  ce organised a 
special social service programme 
at Katyayani Balika Ashram, 
Jhandewalan, New Delhi, dedi-
cated to the holistic welfare of 
tribal girls. Th e initiative refl ected 
the Bank’s continued commit-
ment to social responsibility and 
inclusive development.

As part of the programme, es-
sential items aimed at supporting 

the girls’ daily lives and educa-
tion were distributed, including 
a washing machine, school bags, 
personal utility materials and 
other useful supplies. Th e initia-
tive was designed to strengthen 
educational access and improve 
living conditions for the residents 
of the ashram.

Th e programme was held in the 
gracious presence of Shri Anil 
Agnihotri, Regional Head, and 
Shri Mandeep Kumar, Deputy 
Regional Head. Senior bank of-

fi cials and staff  members, includ-
ing Shri Tarun Sharma, Ms Sarika 
and Ms Anubha, were also present 
and actively participated, adding 
meaningful value to the occasion.

Addressing the gathering, Shri 
Anil Agnihotri encouraged the 
girls to pursue education, self-
reliance and a brighter future, 
while reaffi  rming Central Bank of 
India’s steadfast commitment to 
the empowerment of all sections 
of society. He highlighted the im-
portance of collective responsibil-

ity in building an inclusive and 
equitable future.

Th is initiative stands as a strong 
example of the Bank’s dedica-
tion to corporate social respon-
sibility, community welfare and 
inclusive growth. Marking 115 
years of distinguished service, 
the programme vividly embodied 
the spirit of “banking with social 
engagement” and reinforced the 
Bank’s enduring role in nation-
building beyond fi nancial ser-
vices.

Service as a 
Commitment

RegionalTimes of Pedia
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