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Delhi’s Air Crisis: From
Emergency to Action

is once '

struggling I

but ||

this time the dan-

ger feels deeper 1

and more ur- |

Professor (Dr.) Jasim gent.  Toxic air
Mohammad |

has turned daily
llife into a health risk. Govern- ||

Iment hospital records showing I
over two lakh patients with seri-

lous respiratory problems make it
clear that pollution is no longer
seasonal—it is a permanent threat

lio the citys health and future. |
Air-quality levels have repeat-
edly fallen into the “very poor”
and “hazardous” categories. These

| microscopic pollutants enter the ||
lungs, affect the bloodstream, and
strain the heart, causing cough, [

J breathlessness, chest tightness, and |
long-term illnesses. The causes—

IDiwali smoke, stubble burning, i

| construction dust, traffic emissions, ||

Iand winter weather—are familiar. I
What is dangerous is that we have

I begun accepting them as normal.
Conflicting pollution data from dif-
ferent monitoring agencies adds to

I the problem. Without accurate and |
transparent information, people
underestimate the risk and fail to

| protect themselves. Pollution affects |

J cveryone, but children, the elder-
ly, pregnant women, and outdoor

I workers suffer the most. Long-term

J exposure to PM2.5 is linked to heart ||
disease, diabetes, memory loss, and

Ireduced life expectancy—dam- [

J age that builds silently over time. ||

[ Against this backdrop, the high-lev- [
el review meeting chaired by Union

I Environment Minister Bhupender ||
Yadav on December 3, 2025, is
significant. The focus on dust con-

I trol, transport reform, industrial |
compliance, stubble management,
and school eco-clubs shows offi-
cial awareness. However, awareness
must now translate into visible,
time-bound action on the ground.
Blaming farmers alone for stubble

J burning is neither fair nor effec- ||
tive. Regional cooperation, support

Isystems, and affordable alterna- 1

J tives are essential. Delhi must also ||
accelerate its shift toward cleaner

Itransport and reduce dependencel

I on diesel vehicles and generators. ||

IClean air is not just an environ—l
mental issue—it is a public health

I and economic emergency. A mod- I
ern city cannot thrive if its people
cannot breathe safely. Delhi’s fu-

I ture depends on decisive action,
transparency, and collective re-
sponsibility—and that future must
begin now.

3P Hewe e Al 3 DRe s ada A
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Ali Aadil Khan, Editor
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Investing in Dubai opens the door to

New  Delhi:
“Bankers Real Estate”
Dubai Property Show
2025 was held today
at Le Meridien Hotel,
New Delhi, witness-
ing strong participation
from investors seeking
secure and high-return
property opportuni-
ties in Dubai. The event
focused on providing
practical guidance and
on-ground facilitation
for Indian investors.

Addressing the media,
Arshad Qureshi Aslam,
head of the property
show, said the initiative
is aimed at people who

The

a Golden Visa: Arshad Qureshi

OFFICIAL PRE-EVENT suuw'mse
DUBAT PROPERTY INVESTMENT SHOW
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wish to invest in Dubai
real estate with complete
security and transparen-
cy. Highlighting Dubai’s
tax-free income system,
he described the emir-
ate as one of the most
attractive global invest-
ment destinations, offer-
ing significantly higher
returns on property in-
vestments.

“Our objective is to
ensure maximum profit
for investors. That is why
we have come directly to
Delhi to connect with
Indian buyers,” Qureshi
said. He added that in-
vestors associated with
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the show would also be
offered a complimentary
trip to Dubai.

To accommodate in-
vestors  with  budget
limitations, flexible pay-
ment plans spanning
three to four years have
been introduced, along
with special booking
offers. Qureshi further
clarified that no inter-
est is charged on install-
ment-based  property
purchases. He noted
that many Indian inves-
tors are unable to travel
to Dubai due to various
constraints, and the Del-
hi event aims to provide

I
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them with end-to-end
facilities locally.
Importantly, he an-
nounced that an invest-
ment of 5 crore qualifies
the investor and their
entire family for a 10-
year Golden Visa.
During the event,
Mohammad  Gulfam
and Muhammad Aslam
Qureshi stated that the
response to the pro-
gram exceeded expecta-
tions. A large number
of visitors attended the
show, with CEO Ar-
shad Qureshi personally
guiding investors and
addressing their queries.

Donald Trump'’s Israel-Hamas
ceasefire plan faces pitfalls
moving into next stage

With the remains of
one hostage still in Gaza,
the first phase of the US-
brokered ceasefire in the
war between Israel and
Hamas is nearly complete,
after a two-month process
plagued by delays and fin-
ger-pointing.

Now, the key players —
including Israel, the Pal-
estinian militant Hamas
group, the United States
and a diverse list of inter-
national parties — are to
move to a far more com-
plicated second phase that
could reshape the Middle
East. US President Donald
Trump’s 20-point plan —
which was approved by
the U.N. Security Council
— lays out an ambitious
vision for ending Hamas’
rule of Gaza. If success-
ful, it would see the re-
building of a demilitarized
Gaza under international
supervision, normalized
relations between Israel
and the Arab world and a
possible pathway to Pales-
tinian independence.

But if the deal stalls,
Gaza could be trapped
in an unstable limbo for

years to come, with Ha-
mas remaining in control
of parts of the territory,
Israel’s army enforcing
an open-ended occupa-
tion and its residents stuck
homeless, unemployed,
unable to travel abroad
and dependent on interna-
tional aid to stay alive.

Sheikh Mohammed bin
Abdulrahman Al Thani,
the prime minister of Qa-
tar and a key mediator,
said over the weekend that
the ceasefire is at a critical
point, while Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netan-
yahu is set to travel to the
White House this month
to discuss the next steps.

Here is a closer look
at the next stages of the
ceasefire and the poten-
tial pitfalls. Trumps plan
calls for the formation of
an international force —
known as International
Stabilization Force — to
maintain  security and
train Palestinian police to
one day to take over. That
force has not yet been
formed, and a deploy-
ment date has not been
announced.

NOTICE:
Times of Pedia does not

guarantee, directly or
indirectly, the quality or efficacy
of any product or services
described in the
advertisements or other
material which is commercial
in nature in this Newspaper.
Furthermore, Times of Pedia
assumes no responsibility for
the consequences attributable
to inaccuracies or errors in the
printing of any published
material from the news
agencies or articles
contributed by readers. It is not
necessary to agree with the
views published in this
Newspaper. All disputes to be
settled in Delhi Courts only.

Syrian president seeks stronger ties with Egypt, Iraq

Syrian President Ahmad al-Sharaa
said his country is looking to strengthen
bilateral relations with Egypt and Iraq,
describing current ties as “acceptable”
but needing progress toward “a more
advanced and significant stage.”

Speaking to a delegation of Damascus
residents on Sunday on the occasion
of Liberation Day, which marks the
first anniversary of Bashar al-Assad’s
ouster, Sharaa outlined the foundations
of Syria’s new foreign policy, which he
said is built on creating broad regional
and international balance.

“Syria has created a type of balance
in its relations that was impossible to
achieve over the past hundred years,”
he said. “Today, the entire world is not
looking toward Damascus in vain.”

He described Syria’s relations with
the US, Russia and China as “good.”

“Everyone is satisfied, and things are
going well,” he said, adding that ties
with France, UK, Germany and Spain
are also constructive.

At the regional level, Sharaa said
Syria’s relations with Tirkiye, Saudi
Arabia, Qatar and the UAE are “ideal,”
while its ties with Egypt and Iraq are
“acceptable,” expressing hope they
would evolve “to a greater and higher
level.”

The Syrian president said this balance
has made Syria an “influential actor”
regionally and internationally, and that
Damascus now represents a model of
stability and sustainable peace.

“We aim for Syria to embody this
spirit and this revival,” he said.

“The most important investment is in-
vesting in this historic turning point,”
Sharaa said, warning against squander-
ing the moment.

“We’re not prepared to pay such a
price every ten years.”

Early Monday, mosques across Syria
held “victory chants” marking the first
anniversary of Assad’s fall, following
a call by the Ministry of Religious En-
dowments.

Cities and provinces, including Da-
mascus, its countryside, Daraa, Hama,

Aleppo, Idlib, and Latakia, saw mili-
tary parades with large public partici-
pation.

For days, Syrians across the country
have been marking their liberation from
Assad’s rule through commemorations
of the “Deterrence of Aggression” bat-
tle, which began Nov. 27,2024 in Alep-
po before opposition forces reached
Damascus 11 days later.

Many Syrians view Assad’s over-
throw on Dec. 8, 2024, as the end of a
long era of brutal repression marked by
widespread violations against civilians,
especially over 14 years of uprising.
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UP Offers Major Relief for Waqf Properties: Registration
Deadline on Umeed Portal Extended

Lucknow : In a significant de-
cision, the Uttar Pradesh Waqf
Tribunal has extended the
deadline for registering Waqf
properties on the “Umeed Por-
tal’ under the Waqf (Amend-
ment) Act 2025. The new
deadline is now June 5, 2026,
replacing the earlier deadline
of December 5, 2025. The ex-
tension was granted as a large
number of properties had not
yetbeenrecorded onthe portal.
The Uttar Pradesh Sunni Cen-
tral Waqf Board had filed a
petition seeking an extension,
which the tribunal approved,
granting themaximum permis-
sible extension of six months.
Speaking to ETV Bharat, Sun-
ni Central Waqf Board Chair-
man Jafar Ahmad Farooqui

4 oo

e
)

said that many Waqf proper-
ties were neither entered nor
approved on the portal due
to the sheer volume, prompt-
ing the request for additional
time. He added that all re-
maining properties will now
be registered under a special
drive, and approvals will be

ensured. The tribunal has clar-
ified that this is the final exten-
sion allowed under the rules.
According to Farooqui, Ut-
tar Pradesh has 1,26,000 Waqf
properties, of which only
76,000 had been uploaded
to the Umeed Portal, and
merely 12,500 had received

approval so far. With the
new deadline, the pathway
for completing registration
and approval of all remain-
ing properties is now clear.
A special monitoring team
has been formed to assist with
documentation and portal-
related issues, ensuring a

smooth registration process.
Following the decision, cel-
ebrations were reported at
the Waqf Board office, where
employees exchanged sweets,
calling the extension a major
relief and a historic opportu-
nity for Waqf properties in the
state.
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AIMPLB delegatlon meets UIIIOII |V|IIIIStEI‘ of Minority Affairs

New Delhi: A representative delegation
of the All India Muslim Personal Law
Board met today with the Union Minister
for Minority Affairs, Shri Kiren Rijiju.
The delegation also presented a memo-
randum containing several demands.

In the meeting, the delegation explained
in detail the difficulties and technical
issues encountered while uploading reg-
istered waqf properties on the UMEED
Portal, due to which lakhs of properties
could not be registered.

The delegation pointed out that the
responsibility of uploading properties
already registered with the Waqf Boards
should have rested with the Waqf Boards
themselves, and at least two years should
have been given for this task.

Therefore, we request that the deadline
for uploading the properties that remain
unregistered be extended by at least one
year.

The delegation informed the Minister
that amendments to the Waqf Act/
UMEED Act and the mandatory require-
ment to upload details on the UMEED
Portal under Section 3B have placed the
entire Muslim community under severe

pressure and hardship. Firstly, the six-
month time limit prescribed for upload-
ing all registered waqf properties was
extremely short.

Secondly, many technical problems
and glitches were faced while uploading
details on the portal. Therefore, upload-
ing all properties became extremely dif-
ficult and practically impossible.
Consequently, the Punjab Waqf Board,
Madhya Pradesh Waqf Board, Gujarat
Wagqf Board, and Rajasthan Waqf Board
approached the Tribunal seeking exten-
sion of time, and the Tribunal granted
these extensions.

This clearly shows that even the Waqf
Boards were unable to comply with the
six-month timeline and had to request
more time. Hence, the delegation request-
ed that, considering the difficulties faced
by mutawallis, the deadline for uploading
be extended by another year.

The delegation further said that there is
also a discrepancy between the time men-
tioned in the Act and the time calculated
from the date on which the portal was
launched. Moreover, the UMEED Rules
were notified only on 03/07/2025, and it

was on this date that the required proce-
dures and details for uploading were
communicated.

It is also important to note that the dec-
laration forms to be submitted by the
mutawallis and the Chief Executive
Officers of the Waqf Boards were noti-
fied for the first time on 03/07/2025
through the UMEED Rules.

Therefore, the date of launching the
portal—06/06/2025—cannot be treated
as the date of commencement of the Act,
as this is not the date specified in the Act.

In view of the above challenges and
difficulties, we request that the initial
six-month period mentioned in the Act
be extended by at least one more year,
after which, if required, applicants may
approach the Tribunal for further exten-
sion.

The delegation added that all of us are
sincerely and diligently trying to com-
plete the uploading process on the portal,
and we firmly believe that if a one-year
extension is granted for the initial period,
there will be no need for anyone to
approach the Tribunal again for further
extension, except in extraordinary cir-

cumstances.

Lastly, we consider it appropriate to
remind that the Waqf Act/UMEED Act,
1995, and its Section 113 empower the
Central Government to issue orders to
remove difficulties that may arise in
implementing the provisions of the Act.

The Minister listened to the delegation
with great seriousness and attention and
assured them that he would very soon
find solutions to these issues and diffi-
culties.

The delegation included:

Vice President of the Board, Mr. Syed
Sadatullah Husaini; General Secretary
Maulana Mohammed Fazlur Rahim

Mujaddidi; Executive Member and
Member of Parliament Barrister
Asaduddin Owaisi; Mr. Mohammad

Adeeb (former MP); General Secretary
of Jamiat Ulama-e-Hind Maulana
Muhammad Hakimuddin Qasmi; General
Secretary of Jamiat Ulama-e-Hind
(Delhi) Mufti Abdur Raziq; Board
Members Mr. Fuzail Ahmad Ayyubi
Advocate, Mr. Hakeem Muhammad
Tahir Advocate and Ms. Nabila Jamil
Advocate.

AAPU Holds 5th General Council Meeting at
Marwah StlldIOS |Im Cltv Noula

The meeting of the GC Members was
convened primarily to deliberate on the
forthcoming International Conference
titled “Sustainable Development and
Peace among Asia Pacific Countries
(APC), with a Focus on Media, Art &
Culture, Climate Change, and Health.”

In addition to the GC Members in
New Delhi, the heads of the Chapters
in Sydney (Australia), Dubai (UAE),
and Chennai (South India), along with
Dr. Tanima Banerjee, Founder &
Director of Bandana Cultural School,
Sydney, participated in the discussions.
The members collectively arrived at a
considered decision regarding the cen-
tral theme of the Conference.
Recognising the importance and con-
temporary relevance of the Conference
particularly its focus on sustainable
development across the APC members
agreed to invite a Union Minister as
the Chief Guest, along with several
Ambassadors/High Commissioners
from APC nations. Senior bureaucrats
and leading industrialists will also be
invited to share their insights on the
pressing issues of development and
peace.

‘I: llu

n—-rn. =

Opening the deliberations, Shri J. S.
Saluja, President of AAPU, referred to
the key recommendations of the
International Conference held in Dubai
(UAE) on 27 February 2025. It was
unanimously resolved that for the sus-
tainable development of APC nations,
regional unity is indispensable.
Countries must share their experience,
expertise, knowledge, and resources to

[ d

identify the most effective pathways
for development rather than depending
on financial or technological assis-
tance from developed nations. In
essence: “Unite for development or
perish.”

Dr. Sandeep Marwah of Marwah
Studios strongly emphasised that Art,
Culture, and Media can play a pivotal
role in bringing APC countries togeth-

er on a common platform to advance
the mission of sustainable develop-
ment. Wing Commander (Dr.) Praful
Bakshi highlighted that sustainable
development can be achieved only
when peace and security are firmly
ensured across the region. The
International Conference is scheduled
for 21 February 2026 at the India
International Centre.
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